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An Act to Empower Jurors by Allowing Instructions That They May Find a Defendant Not Guilty if a Guilty Verdict Would Yield an Unjust Result
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b1eaca0e_9373_4e7e_aa20_435b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6adfc852_7ab3_4e44_bca][bookmark: _PAR__5_50cc9828_b6a8_4c31_a269_217d9052][bookmark: _LINE__4_c08a866c_8d27_48b9_b40e_bd04a6d][bookmark: _LINE__5_ba7fc8a5_1736_48a4_961a_781f40c][bookmark: _LINE__6_b9cd202d_6d24_4a7d_a410_67b36ba][bookmark: _LINE__7_83c6d779_4f36_43f3_a210_b46e75c]In all criminal trials in which a jury is impaneled, at the close of evidence, the court shall instruct the jury of the jury's responsibility to determine the facts in controversy in the case and apply the law as the court instructs to those facts. Upon request of the defendant or the defendant's attorney, the court shall instruct the jury as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_92201b09_ac35_4b88_990e_c623f93a][bookmark: _LINE__8_0539ea46_886b_4bb1_b706_5291835][bookmark: _LINE__9_1f56ca36_ea95_4e87_9eb6_1814eab][bookmark: _LINE__10_1d9b59d7_092a_4d78_a06c_9b18fe][bookmark: _LINE__11_5e6ff0ea_7236_40fb_be5c_abaa68][bookmark: _LINE__12_307d2653_2cea_4b33_87d3_74c006][bookmark: _LINE__13_ca0c6adb_8fc8_4bb7_b1d8_a332cc]"If you have a reasonable doubt as to whether the State has proved any one or more of the elements of the crime charged, you must find the defendant not guilty.  However, if you find that the State has proved all the elements of the crime charged beyond a reasonable doubt, you must find the defendant guilty unless you find based upon the facts of the case that a guilty verdict will yield an unjust result, in which case you may find the defendant not guilty."
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_b04c9f99_67be_433b_9b50_c70234cc][bookmark: _LINE__15_e2dae4d9_023a_4968_8a82_bda02a][bookmark: _LINE__16_d0f33858_a2df_4b33_ba44_5a6cd7][bookmark: _LINE__17_d33c5834_181b_4a46_a230_04cbd3][bookmark: _LINE__18_fcf2653c_6de5_48dc_8cc4_cdee19]This bill allows an instruction to a jury impaneled in a criminal case that the jury may find a defendant not guilty even if the jury finds the State has proved all the elements of the crime charged beyond a reasonable doubt if the jury finds based upon the facts of the case a guilty verdict would yield an unjust result.
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