132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish a Sustainable Housing Development Prison Work Program
L.D. 
An Act to Establish a Sustainable Housing Development Prison Work Program
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__232c10c1_302b_47e3_bf88][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e05d19f2_0cdf_4d27_971b_260][bookmark: _PAR__3_1035198c_5b2c_4490_a7ba_505276ce][bookmark: _LINE__5_3584ce20_dace_4041_aafa_5936e1b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__699f94fc_76cd_4c05_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bcd2e3f2_dc64_4d3f_8e7][bookmark: _LINE__6_c6d67a52_2a8a_4734_9abf_708efbe][bookmark: _LINE__7_aee1e03c_3497_427e_9f00_232e2b6][bookmark: _LINE__8_67088a35_4d53_49c1_a049_4268de1][bookmark: _LINE__9_93f68fb6_d9db_4b6f_b7e8_d2e8827][bookmark: _LINE__10_e229c03b_16eb_4adb_816b_56b7e4][bookmark: _LINE__11_b4c40ec3_b3c4_485b_8b74_c4fbde][bookmark: _LINE__12_416772f0_12a5_4974_88d5_e06e9a]5.  Sustainable Housing Development Work Program Fund; program funding.  The Sustainable Housing Development Work Program Fund, referred to in this section as “the fund,” is established within the department as a nonlapsing fund for the purpose of receiving any funds to support the program. The department may accept money for deposit into the fund from any source, public or private, and money in the fund may be used to offset the costs of training and materials related to the program.  The department shall seek additional funding for the program through grants, private sector partnerships and federal programs to support green energy and housing development.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a10879c9_9a7d_4f89_a68b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__439225bf_0e98_4597_b4e9_13c][bookmark: _PAR__5_7836d141_168b_4271_a0dc_9f359933][bookmark: _LINE__18_9933516a_a19f_4276_9aed_8d70c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__12e7b9f4_04e6_420d_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e17be0ce_4355_467d_ae9][bookmark: _LINE__19_630def89_b0a4_477a_b64c_dd0ecd][bookmark: _LINE__20_d129118e_8fdd_499a_987a_106cdb][bookmark: _LINE__21_fd458206_93ff_4b1b_8771_e157cf][bookmark: _LINE__22_99b3b4cf_8db2_4248_bea6_949a1c][bookmark: _LINE__23_149440a4_8f9f_4339_97f0_edc10a][bookmark: _LINE__24_7f84a866_6cca_483f_8443_0d8f4d][bookmark: _LINE__25_3b0f92fa_98a3_46e1_ab70_dc8047][bookmark: _LINE__26_01c9cac8_aa5c_455d_849f_0cf9c0]7.  Reporting.  On or before January 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, department shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters, which must include, but is not limited to, the following information regarding the program: the training opportunities for residents provided under the program, the number of homes built through the program, the green building techniques integrated into those homes, sentence reductions provided through the program, recidivism rates for residents who participated in the program and financial expenditures related to the program.  After reviewing the report, the committee may report out to the Legislature related legislation.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__1bd54292_7138][bookmark: _PAR__7_0deec6e9_0162_4e48_aa5e_84b5c75b][bookmark: _LINE__31_a2a098b6_1d53_49bc_a33b_684ddc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__05364def_8fc4_4005][bookmark: _LINE__32_fae2de48_7379_4692_b060_e15f23][bookmark: _LINE__33_69ae30c6_70f5_4cef_92b1_ca56cf][bookmark: _LINE__34_dd63b237_772d_4e10_bd43_cdd17c][bookmark: _LINE__35_09fe4a0b_889c_4264_8707_9bec63][bookmark: _LINE__36_8b8657b1_2a4c_48fb_9f99_9dec38][bookmark: _LINE__37_ed7295f3_3ea8_40cd_852b_cce390][bookmark: _LINE__38_30f8c5e8_01bc_45d3_ba71_08fb4a][bookmark: _LINE__39_d466eed9_ff01_4057_993f_2d1390][bookmark: _LINE__40_544081a2_d16e_4e90_867c_6ee223][bookmark: _LINE__41_e9c82474_6614_4634_940b_168497]Sec. 2.  Bureau of Revenue Services; sustainable housing development prison work program tax credit.  The Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services shall develop a proposal for implementation of a refundable tax credit for persons donating materials or services to the sustainable housing development work program established by the Department of Corrections pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 34-A, section 3036-C.  The credit must be equal to 100% of the market value of the documented materials or services provided to that program by a person.  By December 3, 2025, the bureau shall submit a report setting forth the tax credit proposal, including necessary implementing legislation, along with any recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation.  After reviewing the report, the committee may report out related legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_fb0630e0_2ad2_4f05_bb49_38d5df27][bookmark: _LINE__2_df7007bf_dc15_4e0f_9b7c_63aa9a8][bookmark: _LINE__3_8f0430d9_f3a2_471f_90a5_3cfad9f][bookmark: _LINE__4_4ee11824_2fed_4c02_999f_65dae28]This bill requires the Department of Corrections to establish and administer a sustainable housing development work program in consultation with the Department of Labor and the Maine State Housing Authority. 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_2bc9bd47_b627_49e9_92f8_85438133][bookmark: _LINE__5_1d5f82b0_f852_41f0_a46f_2b3f3cb][bookmark: _LINE__6_35c16356_1c5d_4f47_97a9_1a75dcf][bookmark: _LINE__7_064ba951_b3d2_4ed2_88fd_e1728a4][bookmark: _LINE__8_c6118d3b_b74b_4ad9_8c6f_3b1bf65][bookmark: _LINE__9_584e7826_9723_437b_ac8d_91381a1][bookmark: _LINE__10_63fc3aff_3263_4b80_9aa3_4c4a32]The program must be designed to train residents of the Department of Corrections in home construction techniques with an emphasis on green and renewable construction methods. It must also establish partnerships with community colleges and trade organizations to offer home construction-related certification programs to participating residents. Lastly, it must facilitate the construction of homes by the residents and other individuals participating in the program. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_93406dc8_1d48_4bf2_9cea_31e409f5][bookmark: _LINE__11_8845b9b4_61b2_4543_855b_caba80][bookmark: _LINE__12_1dae036d_9ed9_4e1c_8b7c_6f613a][bookmark: _LINE__13_c9ef1661_a7f0_46bb_800d_3edfb8][bookmark: _LINE__14_ae4b9e7c_dd44_48e4_8359_df667d][bookmark: _LINE__15_264a25e8_07f2_4bdf_9d2a_57e78b][bookmark: _LINE__16_0ecfcde2_f445_4166_aaac_719db1][bookmark: _LINE__17_fd0dc5c9_ee56_498d_ab1d_6390b6]The homes must be constructed to meet or exceed applicable energy efficiency standards under the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code and have at least 50% of their energy consumption provided by renewable energy sources. The program must give priority to construction materials sourced from within the State, and construction waste must be minimized by using recycling programs. Constructed homes must be owned by the Maine State Housing Authority or other state agency determined appropriate by the Commissioner of Corrections. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_149fcd55_898a_41e7_bdb5_29717499][bookmark: _LINE__18_118f6ec9_0988_4a8d_8316_191736][bookmark: _LINE__19_e5bbae42_3af7_4851_a280_2c06ac][bookmark: _LINE__20_5a181cae_4f68_48c7_b563_0c23c4][bookmark: _LINE__21_de887d2a_2730_4997_9b59_4e1cd5][bookmark: _LINE__22_a3232f21_6dc4_4530_81e1_ee9ab6][bookmark: _LINE__23_d3afedf2_153c_445c_adc0_b03691]Participating residents are eligible for a sentence reduction of one day for every 40 hours of work completed under the program. Residents must also maintain a custody classification of minimum or lower during their participation in the program, and all work completed through the program must meet safety and quality standards as determined by the commissioner. Sentence reductions may not exceed 25% of a resident’s total term of imprisonment. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d0d47ca5_c4df_44a6_ad2d_ec946948][bookmark: _LINE__24_4795d4cf_d077_4d08_a32b_ac70bc][bookmark: _LINE__25_a99c7f30_2d22_4f35_87aa_6f2bf9][bookmark: _LINE__26_12228d24_5b14_4fbc_b7ec_7147a2][bookmark: _LINE__27_8a296983_8f4e_4cb7_b7a1_5cfa02][bookmark: _LINE__28_744eed14_dbe1_4d6e_83eb_7af7c0][bookmark: _LINE__29_ff04f4d3_e995_4be7_983d_103473][bookmark: _LINE__30_2bbe57dc_1ef3_415a_94a8_626ce2][bookmark: _LINE__31_03cc8a38_5e9a_4a37_a9db_301f5e][bookmark: _LINE__32_34bc20ba_4e71_42b3_b95e_0dae83][bookmark: _LINE__33_7eaed9ea_7878_4060_8f01_b398a1]The bill establishes a nonlapsing fund within the Department of Corrections for the purposes of supporting the program. The bill also requires the commissioner to establish an oversight committee, which must monitor the implementation of the program and the program’s adherence to the provisions of the bill and any rules the commissioner establishes related to the program. The department is required to submit an annual report regarding the program starting January 1, 2026 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters. The report must include how many homes have been built under the program, the adherence to renewable standards as required by the program, recidivism rates of residents participating in the program, the amount of sentence reductions applied and the cost of the program. 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_134daa0d_b3d9_4016_a5f7_9a7f4c07][bookmark: _LINE__34_76bc6d9c_270b_47fd_a3b0_aefd4f][bookmark: _LINE__35_ef7762da_08d7_47ee_98d5_77356c][bookmark: _LINE__36_bd45cfd4_3a0f_42df_8b7a_f328a9][bookmark: _LINE__37_919be4ab_7434_4b03_93a2_6f9d48][bookmark: _LINE__38_58ec97d6_c4bd_4bbb_862c_ec5e61]The bill also directs the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Revenue Services to develop a proposal for implementation of a refundable tax credit for persons donating materials or services to the program. By December 3, 2025, the bureau must submit a report setting forth the tax credit proposal, including necessary implementing legislation, along with any recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Taxation.
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