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L.D. 
An Act to Reform the School Budget Referendum Process by Limiting the Circumstances in Which Referenda Occur
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__acd8097e_856a_4d09_a857_e090][bookmark: _PAR__5_408b6939_3bb5_4096_a388_60f415e1][bookmark: _LINE__9_eb783d47_3ddf_452b_b4e7_094f399][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1a398bf3_ad17_48d0_b2f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__67100444_4726_48fd_a2]§1486.  Budget validation referendum
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__58bc9415_88a9_4cf0_b44][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__02269f3c_8596_47b8_8bae_749b][bookmark: _PAR__8_d612a71e_df3e_4b72_a8a7_549426d0][bookmark: _LINE__18_492343e4_2ded_4782_9c8d_7955ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__85c14902_cdfd_4a1d_ae][bookmark: _LINE__19_b00f9335_616b_48b1_8450_fd69be][bookmark: _LINE__20_26f7523e_89f2_45b9_8297_5532ac][bookmark: _LINE__21_ab6d7a89_c4ea_4c30_b26f_ab19ee][bookmark: _LINE__22_c29cab65_349c_42e6_927d_ab68f5][bookmark: _LINE__23_e542df3a_c55b_4030_a987_993278][bookmark: _LINE__24_3afb155a_1800_4a01_af61_b787b6][bookmark: _LINE__25_acbf30b2_63cc_4747_9cdc_88b47a]Every 3 years, the voters in a regional school unit shall consider continued use of the budget validation referendum process.  The warrant at the budget validation referendum in the 3rd year following adoption or continuation of the referendum process must include an article by which the voters of the school administrative unit may indicate whether they wish to continue the process for another 3 years.  The warrant for the referendum to validate the fiscal year 2010-11 budget is deemed the 3rd-year warrant.  A vote to continue retains the process for 3 additional years.  A vote to discontinue the process ends its use beginning with the following budget year and prohibits its reconsideration for at least 3 years.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9a15ac4d_3f21_40eb_bad][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c2ac6c4c_7f7e_401d_847f_3e32][bookmark: _PAR__9_27da9550_780a_4bd6_b10e_43b01bf7][bookmark: _LINE__26_6526d296_81dd_4d29_8cce_07f327][bookmark: _LINE__27_6a2512ad_09be_425f_9653_727cab][bookmark: _LINE__28_723d2786_6d9c_4a0f_b18d_233583][bookmark: _LINE__29_032be22c_d045_49a4_ac6e_38673b][bookmark: _LINE__30_d98c372c_0ac6_4110_a365_1f1a2e][bookmark: _LINE__31_cd754ae2_87ef_472f_a639_3bd4b4][bookmark: _LINE__32_f4d680d1_5843_4791_8c05_712016][bookmark: _LINE__33_243caa67_aa84_4e9c_839d_5e86f3][bookmark: _LINE__34_8c77c6d3_84c0_455f_881c_cf69a9][bookmark: _LINE__35_fa21cf15_98ce_4d85_9a3a_1ea7f9]An article to consider reinstatement of the budget validation referendum process may be placed on a warrant for a referendum vote by either a majority vote of the regional school unit board or a written petition filed with the regional school unit board by at least 10% of the number of voters voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities in the school administrative unit.  The regional school unit board shall place the article on the next scheduled warrant or an earlier one if determined appropriate by the regional school unit board.  If adopted by the voters, the budget validation referendum process takes effect beginning in the next budget year or the following budget year if the adoption occurs less than 90 days before the start of the next budget year.  Once approved by the voters, the budget validation referendum process may not be changed for 3 years.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__65ffa998_6f53_4aeb_832a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c4a10d38_2311_457b_8280_99da][bookmark: _PAR__5_a81f0ef7_7efe_42ef_af75_52b77def][bookmark: _LINE__21_cc7fa6f0_a9ba_42b2_8b36_b4a513][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2b67ce98_bae3_4ed2_b88][bookmark: _LINE__22_8f0b4fbe_7e14_4dcf_84e1_e0a823][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__035381f1_d7ea_40df_8c][bookmark: _LINE__23_bc0ddc67_afcd_4994_a719_a6ee02]D.  Absentee ballots received by the municipal clerk may not be processed or counted unless received on the day after the conclusion of the regional school unit budget meeting and before the close of the polls.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4347d29f_5c5f_4127_a0a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1e08bf78_5e54_47d5_a6c5_7a6f][bookmark: _PAR__2_fa0d1a54_05ac_48a3_b636_abc1a8c4][bookmark: _LINE__2_c3acde17_c960_4644_9da0_1841e52][bookmark: _LINE__3_01fa608d_8436_4a28_a561_b1632c9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8f8c0db5_695e_46f2_9a][bookmark: _LINE__4_44cad753_a0e5_471e_9756_e63f6ff][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9dc068c3_b92d_4360_ac8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f64b6b9d_7f75_41fd_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__633e2e49_31a9_4a11_85][bookmark: _LINE__5_8c731539_a17c_4059_a52c_be2eb45][bookmark: _LINE__6_35fd4524_b1c8_4537_8401_62aeef4][bookmark: _LINE__7_05304050_992c_44b8_abb2_c2ea4a2][bookmark: _LINE__8_e182238e_8f6f_4d6e_9aee_c9c59ab][bookmark: _LINE__9_5a592c2e_d95e_430f_ba47_eec7332][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6ef8c511_98d4_4102_acc][bookmark: _LINE__10_1f713812_6cee_46cd_aaee_aafb9d][bookmark: _LINE__11_d28a428e_d8d4_4be9_aa87_7b37be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b8308700_4b2a_4f25_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__01eeaa0e_fb31_4821_9a][bookmark: _LINE__12_8e82b818_8a8b_46e5_b828_a85eba][bookmark: _LINE__13_2ce010bf_f3da_4d56_b14e_33fad2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ca3eefb5_bcde_416e_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5a129714_f5b9_487d_bd][bookmark: _LINE__14_19ebb811_827d_48e8_863c_590820][bookmark: _LINE__15_e76eabcd_1286_4cea_8bbe_08696a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fb253c65_a326_4d97_b80][bookmark: _LINE__16_b775f497_60d5_4d3f_883f_c1234c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b0e94e84_6e41_42c4_b9][bookmark: _LINE__17_555e70b0_8511_47a5_aa9f_ceba06][bookmark: _LINE__18_1c07ea6c_2600_4026_8cc4_859968][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__51cf56e4_33eb_4578_a1e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6946d18b_9a6b_4e3d_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9ef63090_67b9_4bc9_a1]If a budget for the operation of a regional school unit is not approved prior to July 1st, the latest budget approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and submitted to the voters for validation at a referendum in accordance with section sections 1485 and 1486 is automatically considered the budget for operational expenses for the ensuing year until a final budget is approved, except that, when the regional school unit board delays the regional school unit budget meeting, the operating budget must be approved within 30 days of the date the commissioner notifies the regional school unit board of the amount allocated to the regional school unit under section 15689‑B, or the latest budget submitted by the regional school unit board becomes the operating budget for the next school year until a budget is approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and validated at a referendum in accordance with sections 1485 and 1486. If the budget of a regional school unit is not approved and validated in accordance with sections 1485 and 1486  before July 1st and the officers of any affected municipality determine that the property taxes must be committed in a timely manner to the collector pursuant to Title 36, section 709, the municipal assessor or assessors may commit the property taxes on the basis of the latest budget approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and submitted to the voters for validation at a referendum in accordance with section sections 1485 and 1486.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__7dfba2f0_c83c_4663_850b_e7f966][bookmark: _PAR__3_d8ba843e_a706_49de_8150_843ad09d][bookmark: _LINE__19_bc6fcae4_991d_42c7_b2d6_34d00d]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ecada75c_1e68_4988_aac2_47cdfc48][bookmark: _LINE__20_dc1e3e20_ba8c_44e9_a8b1_27d6bd][bookmark: _LINE__21_bed0d9f9_bd19_41e7_9afb_42bda3][bookmark: _LINE__22_9ba320a8_b400_49ee_9648_cf4929][bookmark: _LINE__23_d90ecba2_d604_4e6b_a05b_cafafe]Current law requires that the budgets of school administrative districts, regional school units and community schools are subject to a budget validation referendum process unless the voters in the school unit vote to suspend the referendum requirement.  The voters can suspend the requirement for periods of 3 years.  This bill replaces that process.  
[bookmark: _PAR__5_17cc06b1_5be4_4c74_8c45_9b0aa73b][bookmark: _LINE__24_cc11004a_649d_4e65_9671_cfaf3d][bookmark: _LINE__25_61f761d1_ef40_48e7_b274_270b91][bookmark: _LINE__26_49115ce1_1d11_4466_abd2_d0492a][bookmark: _LINE__27_92c2f7e6_72cf_4975_b27e_6a7491]Under the bill, a budget validation referendum is only required if a written petition, signed by at least 20% of the number of voters voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities in the school administrative unit, is filed with the unit's school board within 30 days of the approval of the budget at a budget meeting.
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