132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Clarify, Align and Amend Provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A
L.D. 
An Act to Clarify, Align and Amend Provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__35f26917_353f_44e4_849][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__886692fd_a687_4a96_9a76_75242][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e2173825_827f_4d8c_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_bfbce847_bb7c_4c0b_a803_7ce8032][bookmark: _PAR__1_738bef4d_0042_4715_8c06_a5eec36e][bookmark: _LINE__1_9f145d33_1646_46e7_8bba_aa4374a]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5d1acb62_fb31_4ad5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5cd8abad_6ef0_4849_9de9_b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__a61081fe_e980_4fac_ac][bookmark: _PAR__2_a8943f00_9e0d_493c_bfbe_5d17e731][bookmark: _LINE__2_c39f520a_1bef_490a_905d_d066415][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__32f6f47e_d1ab_43ad][bookmark: _LINE__3_20e03687_7c01_4a43_8335_5f7f6fb]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §107, sub-§2, ¶F, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 307, §2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8b92b068_500b_4f2d_a918_6d8][bookmark: _PAR__4_ef20a29b_f917_449b_a93a_8433a702][bookmark: _LINE__5_88bbadc1_e231_4ca7_bd53_a5fbde8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__617bbc7a_63e2_44a3_b532][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__540355d3_a0fa_42a6_aa9][bookmark: _LINE__6_52a50de9_81c4_4642_8744_f821f3d][bookmark: _LINE__7_1a9509f7_6674_4a01_94d0_5ce78f5](1) For interconnection-related activities undertaken by the interconnection ombudsman, funded through fees assessed under section 3474, federal money and contributions from private and public sources; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1304bfce_7d8e_47d7_bcb5_f3f][bookmark: _PAR__5_53120ebf_ef70_4afa_9bc8_11d12739][bookmark: _LINE__8_72a9a49b_5dcb_4656_bf34_ca47c2d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__52bc4f0f_c6e0_4138_870a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e0ebfb00_284a_4fd7_808][bookmark: _LINE__9_cd047212_2d13_4dfc_b08c_fcc81d0][bookmark: _LINE__10_470889a0_841f_4495_9434_e20939](2) For activities undertaken by the interconnection ombudsman pursuant to section 3474, subsection 4, paragraph A, subparagraph (6), funded in accordance with section 116.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__032230a2_e6b7_42f0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a327dfe6_562e_4f48_a7e2_7][bookmark: _PAR__8_61c196c9_a833_45f9_a736_6f293dee][bookmark: _LINE__13_26457047_f62c_4621_b860_667db1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__da845a9f_2822_4fce][bookmark: _LINE__14_e2b3e043_b3ed_41d1_8070_dcc31a]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §901, 2nd ¶, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 325, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__011f6fe5_48c4_430e_b7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6fc71a93_ca05_41ec_87c7_a32d][bookmark: _PAR__9_18a28a32_390d_40bb_8761_92d3948b][bookmark: _LINE__15_0e2c041a_7ed2_415e_bc30_b9fdd2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ba9f0a32_32ec_4916_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__71ff0f6b_1295_4ce2_93][bookmark: _LINE__16_98b40b2d_494b_4c80_8ff9_ffc675][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d921104c_cc90_4b0e_a9a][bookmark: _LINE__17_4d8acd87_ff00_41f7_bd11_8f1f4d]The Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the requirements of this chapter do not apply to a consumer-owned water utility as defined in section 6101, subsection 1‑A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__742ee90f_bc6a_46d5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__09d2b3eb_48ec_4689_84d9_2][bookmark: _PAR__10_2d7e0d22_da10_43b5_8c3d_74f7762][bookmark: _LINE__18_05b07ec3_f6ab_4454_ad39_62b303][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c2f3d512_ac4a_4eee][bookmark: _LINE__19_32c52487_e019_4b51_8a5c_6f1deb]Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §3214, sub-§6, ¶B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 201, §2, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d8788914_f9f6_44c6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e22c0b73_a757_49d1_b81b_f][bookmark: _PAR__13_984ff52f_f43f_4fe8_a35d_5f34495][bookmark: _LINE__25_d81f576d_56e8_487d_990c_31867a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9b889f10_2c88_4bc4][bookmark: _LINE__26_502401fd_1612_437d_9a55_f359fb]Sec. 6.  35-A MRSA §4516-A, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2021, c. 318, §15, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1456c2af_9a1f_4447_b4e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5672a803_2678_403c_9ea1_506][bookmark: _PAR__16_1cc51632_82c8_4cc0_b0da_ee0f4f7][bookmark: _LINE__36_134d01e8_92c4_42fa_9bd1_88d9e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5e3bf750_4edf_42f3_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__16cf9529_af55_4ce8_bd3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e5d829fe_48c9_4561_af][bookmark: _LINE__37_588847cd_7cfa_4332_9d7f_7ffdbc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__118ab842_cef7_4cfe_b4][bookmark: _LINE__38_5422ae0c_2ac2_4136_9125_653ebc][bookmark: _LINE__39_01e56f99_b727_4fa9_befc_8153d6][bookmark: _LINE__40_cead5cbe_aaf4_415c_9fdf_44585d]2.  Maximum administrative penalty.  The maximum administrative penalty may not exceed $2,227,000 for any related series of violations may not exceed the maximum administrative penalty adopted by the commission by rule, which may not exceed the maximum administrative penalty established in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 190.223, as amended.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eed1b060_025f_4450_9ea6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__07e91f27_7c7f_432c_8f60_664][bookmark: _PAR__2_b8c0b024_7f71_4803_9d89_7cf4dda9][bookmark: _LINE__3_a43f0629_b38a_4080_a472_145048f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f126dd59_66c3_4583_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a2cfd1e8_3c78_429d_a09][bookmark: _LINE__4_ec16841c_edb3_4183_a450_524c2e1][bookmark: _LINE__5_8b0e8c6d_aca2_4d18_b934_f3f95cf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5d1731ae_6e35_4e71_8c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9116ebe3_b8c2_4819_9d][bookmark: _LINE__6_0572921b_5d0e_4446_87d3_964b159][bookmark: _LINE__7_6a6cf89b_e569_40f8_925e_890f7d7][bookmark: _LINE__8_956ce29f_68f5_47e1_9053_a789abe]1.  Violation of this Title.  The commission may impose an administrative penalty on a gas utility that violates any provision of this Title relating to safety of gas facilities or any rule issued under this Title in an amount not to exceed $223,000 the administrative penalty adopted by the commission by rule, which may not exceed the administrative penalty established in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 190.223, as amended, for each violation.  Each day of violation constitutes a separate offense.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1d9f5408_cbed_4704_b190][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0a400130_3cab_479d_be87_bc7][bookmark: _PAR__4_1c092e55_6d60_49fd_9d2d_cba99538][bookmark: _LINE__11_58d0fcc7_2a20_49b8_8279_215e6e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c6dff8d1_a016_4439_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__41de0360_4852_490e_81a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4dc38d1b_0e29_42e6_98][bookmark: _LINE__12_576bcf96_528e_4dd6_8cf9_2fc16f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2809c325_6e46_4417_8e][bookmark: _LINE__13_d7a07a44_3dfb_4c73_ba18_505bc5][bookmark: _LINE__14_298ecc88_2b50_4dcf_b01c_087285][bookmark: _LINE__15_a678482e_e5a3_4aa5_8823_d5ea64]2.  Maximum administrative penalty.  The maximum administrative penalty may not exceed $2,227,000 for any related series of violations may not exceed the maximum administrative penalty adopted by the commission by rule, which may not exceed the maximum administrative penalty established in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 190.223, as amended.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_bd73881e_60b2_4d75_8359_2836fba][bookmark: _LINE__39_0886253c_2895_4c19_a378_4df913][bookmark: _LINE__40_ff804b3f_d44c_4b14_a0a7_065b5b]1.  It clarifies the funding sources for activities undertaken by the interconnection ombudsman to be consistent with Public Law 2023, chapter 643, Part WWW, section 1.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_4871458c_9ce4_41cc_9ec8_b0d24d6][bookmark: _LINE__41_f0d2e690_d718_4186_a170_8ca30c][bookmark: _LINE__42_20d75ff6_97af_4e91_9fb1_986e0e][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__803d0b89_ec64_46f7_9ed8_04b][bookmark: _PAGE__3_b85a5831_5c9b_4fc7_9727_e84bc07][bookmark: _PAR__1_4a726749_e683_4765_bfba_cf1f002b][bookmark: _LINE__1_10c2f4b3_fda8_4157_b99a_008e0f2][bookmark: _LINE__2_edffe131_a0bb_42a4_8486_dc2408d][bookmark: _LINE__3_e1d2cca3_2219_4018_a6cf_f49093b][bookmark: _LINE__4_656a75d3_d54e_43e8_88f7_171887a][bookmark: _LINE__5_d8a34f37_9ca4_4cd4_9381_6af9374]2.  It updates the Public Utilities Commission's annual reporting requirements to include a cross-reference to specific reporting requirements related to beneficial electrification for clarity. It also removes the requirement that the commission include in its annual report on low-income assistance programs an assessment of the effectiveness of the oxygen pump benefit and the ventilator benefit with respect to covering only those electric charges directly related to use of an oxygen pump or ventilator by the program participants.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_804b8393_f498_4298_a76e_2af63e59][bookmark: _LINE__6_8c064978_b64d_41b2_8797_e5aa056][bookmark: _LINE__7_b3aa0771_5f68_4738_a64c_dd0d5f4][bookmark: _LINE__8_9a5d4d94_1151_4c78_97b6_406dc7a]3.  It clarifies that a consumer-owned water utility is not subject to the requirements related to the issuance of stocks, bonds and notes, even if the utility's charter established in law requires authorization by the Public Utilities Commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_bbeae532_0479_4bf5_a39a_f3029641][bookmark: _LINE__9_b3bde743_0595_4205_8b9b_95826f8][bookmark: _LINE__10_b87d7392_aa05_41d2_8fc3_9bc06b]4. It amends penalty provisions relating to violations committed by natural gas pipeline utilities and gas utilities to align with federal regulations. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_32db5d28_d490_4542_b01f_2920cb71][bookmark: _LINE__11_5ee66ba9_a69d_40e3_af19_bb2428][bookmark: _LINE__12_4569e730_afaf_4d21_8c03_ab8f41]5.  It amends the maximum rate adjustment that a consumer-owned water utility may propose from 1.5% of current total annual revenue to 1.5% of current rates.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_7a646875_19c9_4a7f_b793_d7087aa1][bookmark: _LINE__13_b1be0d6c_0a12_4262_b451_ae1416][bookmark: _LINE__14_55b038e0_e9a3_400b_9ce1_1e6c59][bookmark: _LINE__15_67aba893_400f_4759_948c_ea252d]6.  It aligns the entities required to contribute to the commission's telecommunications education access fund with the entities required to contribute to the Maine Universal Service Fund.
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