132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish a Comprehensive and Interagency Approach to Invasive Species Management
L.D. 
An Act to Establish a Comprehensive and Interagency Approach to Invasive Species Management
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a4c22c51_c701_48a2_9e72_e73][bookmark: _PAR__11_ec4471db_5d74_4b67_bb8c_5f5092d][bookmark: _LINE__13_fcd0e0a0_d12a_46c0_9b1c_185ce2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5c4b91a9_1cd5_4e7e_8d43][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b4e134c3_57c6_4b57_bcd](1)  One member of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__866d1ca3_949a_4be5_bc13_2ec][bookmark: _PAR__15_cdc3b26b_3675_44e5_8b6e_f6784d3][bookmark: _LINE__20_7e7b392f_5f2a_4b86_acf7_2c5a0a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e4da2971_4b2f_4158_821d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4d63a7bb_c574_4ded_b10][bookmark: _LINE__21_2ad022ae_5c1b_4204_9cb1_9a1c5d](5)  The Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or the commissioner's designee;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__75ea6f9b_2148_4bc2_88af_1ed][bookmark: _PAR__26_a92fc26a_8bc7_4845_a4f0_bad8491][bookmark: _LINE__35_8e89927e_13ea_446d_ad09_6807b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6c05ba0e_229b_4db0_bb14][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__31a4a548_afd1_4930_aac](7)  One member representing the outdoor recreation industry;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__74bd001b_3021_4047_8bac_e04][bookmark: _PAR__2_60489378_d125_4ad7_a75d_845304f0][bookmark: _LINE__2_ac5e4fff_97f0_4b4c_98a7_1b75f17][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9e0dfa45_0a28_465e_b6ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__31888cb2_538a_4738_bde][bookmark: _LINE__3_72ebb298_bc94_46ea_8e6b_ed5da71](10)  One member representing the University of Maine's climate change institute or successor organization; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1fbd4daa_aba3_432a_9a56_7b3][bookmark: _PAR__3_fc48103b_7c78_4e93_a24b_9794694a][bookmark: _LINE__4_cfd41daa_344b_4c9c_b8fb_2524215][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__71b9d7b2_14c9_44db_b0d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__393d0df4_7abb_4f37_955][bookmark: _LINE__5_2ea41b49_3b26_4b7b_9472_cc7b964](11)  Two members representing environmental nonprofit organizations or private foundations focused on invasive species issues.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__51013c3a_d515_4aa1_8868_8722][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__216b8a4e_d212_4507_92f][bookmark: _PAR__4_1dd9df4f_4896_4323_b0b4_7c448350][bookmark: _LINE__6_d60c7d92_409d_481d_9246_4d5efa2][bookmark: _LINE__7_f51dce96_363a_42bc_ae04_3a26c17][bookmark: _LINE__8_16754874_dbbe_4156_a986_ca74aea][bookmark: _LINE__9_9d4fca1f_f34e_4fd6_9ead_fc30b85][bookmark: _LINE__10_0b849277_64ba_404b_ba87_98c563][bookmark: _LINE__11_fa9ff759_4464_4c89_8f46_82a1e3][bookmark: _LINE__12_674b6147_adf2_4753_a537_1413b4][bookmark: _LINE__13_e4cb0279_3ca9_4194_ac12_51940c][bookmark: _LINE__14_81890c15_2643_44a1_8943_f4b12b][bookmark: _LINE__15_07f317b5_4e30_4e34_9de5_f4b0f5][bookmark: _LINE__16_98101f9e_8425_40c9_b8fb_12f1b8][bookmark: _LINE__17_cbe6351c_fa30_40b1_abfe_269343][bookmark: _LINE__18_3f7b1d10_a81e_4ccd_806b_80f9f5][bookmark: _LINE__19_534ca1e7_bf41_43f0_a889_62e58f]A legislative member appointed pursuant to paragraph A, subparagraph (1) or (2) serves for the duration of the Legislature in which the legislative member was appointed.  At the end of a legislative member's term, the member continues to serve until a successor is appointed.  Legislative members are entitled to receive the legislative per diem, as defined in Title 3, section 2, and reimbursement for travel and other necessary expenses for their attendance at meetings of the council.  Members appointed by the Governor pursuant to paragraph B serve 4-year terms, except that, as determined by the Governor, of the initial appointments, 6 appointments must be for 3 years and 6 appointments must be for 2 years.  A member appointed by the Governor serves until the member's successor is appointed.  A vacancy must be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term.  If after 6 months the Governor cannot fill a vacancy on the council in a position listed in paragraph B, the Governor may appoint a member who does not meet the qualifications of paragraph B but who has demonstrated experience or interest in the area of threats posed by invasive species.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__11d85cef_5ba8_448c_b3a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__82b14dc7_c8e1_4b02_bae6_4db][bookmark: _PAR__5_32bf9588_98dc_4caa_9597_041f3470][bookmark: _LINE__20_3d57fc34_8135_46e6_9383_1d500a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__df88d279_fe5e_4a56_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__28dc4a55_16e1_4d82_b6b][bookmark: _LINE__21_3f91a1ac_22c3_4e02_8785_d7210d][bookmark: _LINE__22_9acdcd39_5f14_4f4a_955e_ae1d7b]2.  Council chairs.  The Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and the Commissioner of Environmental Protection or their designees serve as cochairs of the council.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__73b301a7_48c5_4e61_ae24][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ca7de44f_b884_495e_aecb_a46][bookmark: _PAR__6_a55f3460_df31_4a35_884f_e1c34b39][bookmark: _LINE__23_608cf7d9_0d10_4f5c_ab10_ce7ff8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__48181886_018f_4c3a_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__09e18264_2c56_4643_9bd][bookmark: _LINE__24_7d84613d_e8b0_4c08_ba67_64a0a4]3.  Meetings.  The council shall meet at least quarterly and must be staffed by the Comprehensive Invasive Species Management Office under section 12406.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__04eec724_2bb1_4e07_a5c1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__735b67be_af3f_4f69_9a40_2a3][bookmark: _PAR__7_beba19ce_744f_4397_9abf_3b43eded][bookmark: _LINE__25_d52bcfc3_a423_4fb0_9b13_9ed741][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b57e6646_8a44_4788_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e3177c2d_0682_42c7_bdc][bookmark: _LINE__26_a4859fa9_ec32_478e_b0a6_37c0c7][bookmark: _LINE__27_3647858d_6ed9_45c7_a7b2_b72ee0][bookmark: _LINE__28_c961081a_ae4c_49ba_aab4_0db8ba][bookmark: _LINE__29_e0be2321_bb2a_49b5_ae5e_7b58b4]4.  Consultation.  The council may consult with any organization, educational institution or governmental agency, including, but not limited to, the United States Department of Agriculture; the United States Department of Homeland Security; the United States Department of the Interior, National Invasive Species Council; and the Maine Climate Council under Title 38, section 577-A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0118d002_5163_4e15_af4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__686fc537_7c78_4a99_8b4e_22d4][bookmark: _PAR__9_ffad2de3_7188_4a99_885c_64a2dbf7][bookmark: _LINE__31_1fff7803_ecb0_440e_aaa9_6cdc06][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__deb04838_a607_456c_a43][bookmark: _LINE__32_e3922691_74ae_4508_a1d5_389e10][bookmark: _LINE__33_37d38b7f_0e43_4b12_83b2_e02bdb]A.  From time to time assess the nature, scope and magnitude of the environmental, ecological, agricultural, economic, recreational and social impacts caused by invasive species in the State;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__60addb5e_5b2f_4b0d_8583][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__922360eb_f68f_4579_a0e8_96e3][bookmark: _PAR__10_636cf24c_5aa9_4885_a257_0eddf4e][bookmark: _LINE__34_00b67cfd_fc63_413c_821f_becb81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a9cff744_1d8f_4dd3_8cf][bookmark: _LINE__35_6d956d74_daf6_4028_a075_32f87b][bookmark: _LINE__36_06b05ca6_7ab2_4592_a95b_c6c256][bookmark: _LINE__37_629a8ab9_25b4_4163_b6b0_450f72][bookmark: _LINE__38_2820945e_7ec7_4722_89e2_ef9524][bookmark: _LINE__39_0cdff9fe_2571_49fe_adc7_e926c9][bookmark: _LINE__40_6fe85b1a_1181_44d7_b555_e43d78][bookmark: _LINE__41_79355e4a_e1e4_4d69_b773_1535b4][bookmark: _LINE__42_860c70c2_ae85_428a_be85_e1352f]B.  From time to time identify actions taken by members of the council, state and local governments and the public to prevent the introduction of invasive species; detect and respond rapidly to and control populations of invasive species in a cost-effective and environmentally sound manner; monitor invasive species populations accurately and reliably; provide for restoration of native species and habitat conditions in ecosystems that have been affected by invasive species; conduct research on invasive species and develop technologies to prevent introduction of invasive species; provide for environmentally sound control of invasive species; promote public education on invasive species; and aid in the development of means to address invasive species;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8fb76b93_7eeb_4e79_97a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f18f63d1_1eea_4bd3_b1e2_6ffc][bookmark: _PAR__11_bc20946e_9509_4efc_ba84_083a757][bookmark: _LINE__43_e4434977_e934_40e9_bd87_6b9601][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__292543a7_fc03_4210_bc1][bookmark: _LINE__44_0057a393_a8d4_421c_9b9d_36679a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__bbcd1967_00b5_426d_8438_688][bookmark: _PAGE__3_9de458d0_1bc8_4d1b_beff_a73dfc3][bookmark: _PAR__1_495eb980_049d_4231_a42e_4f051b80][bookmark: _LINE__1_e9468b63_e4df_4918_813c_bafdc5f][bookmark: _LINE__2_745d82ab_3fa6_45f2_aad7_52c9d06][bookmark: _LINE__3_8aed65ee_3566_41dd_9184_c559326][bookmark: _LINE__4_aa834ad8_051e_4d6c_a7a0_6f96680][bookmark: _LINE__5_07570128_b12c_423f_afa0_eb3d08b][bookmark: _LINE__6_c35e6f60_3dfd_44d6_8658_211224e][bookmark: _LINE__7_099f6b57_9ba9_4d09_b619_83e7cd5][bookmark: _LINE__8_ab537a24_8799_4c85_b1a4_c0acb8c][bookmark: _LINE__9_571cf516_6260_40b1_87b7_8964c97][bookmark: _LINE__10_9081f6cc_55b9_4ed8_9d7b_897068][bookmark: _LINE__11_54aed56c_bccc_4d2c_8672_c38d53][bookmark: _LINE__12_f42ecd7c_8a56_407e_b019_cba334][bookmark: _LINE__13_31b201fd_cc24_4e6f_9a76_878e53]C.  Develop a comprehensive plan for invasive species management.  The plan must address all taxa of invasive species.  The plan must, at a minimum, recommend interagency responsibilities; describe coordination among different agencies and organizations; recommend approaches to funding work related to invasive species; address prevention, early detection and rapid response; identify opportunities for control of invasive species and restoration of native species and habitat conditions in ecosystems that have been affected by invasive species, including research needs; and describe effective outreach and education.  The plan must recommend responsibilities for the different agencies and organizations, with the goal of reducing or eliminating, when practicable, contradictory or conflicting policies or programs.  The plan must identify needs for additional staff positions within state agencies and recommend state or federal laws, rules or regulations.  The plan must place an emphasis on prevention, early detection and rapid response.  The plan must evaluate and incorporate, as appropriate, the approved action plan for managing invasive aquatic plants and nuisance species pursuant to Title 38, section 1872;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d2d99562_53bc_4ee7_b365][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__18a4786b_c83b_477e_8af1_b8e9][bookmark: _PAR__2_587c43e3_e604_46e6_83af_f48428f9][bookmark: _LINE__14_9ef816a3_7151_4d44_b70a_a94c5c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6a1b26d1_3bd8_4ded_be0][bookmark: _LINE__15_bbcffdf6_96f3_4bb8_b46f_bf83f7][bookmark: _LINE__16_299db702_b5ef_4958_b4a3_673cbe][bookmark: _LINE__17_90e79458_f985_4766_97b8_1d7e02]D.  Provide input on funding priorities and grant applications regarding money made available for the implementation of this section and grants for projects related to the control and management of invasive species, education and outreach efforts and for projects aimed at the early detection and prevention of invasive species;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5363ac91_69eb_43a9_9375][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__db586f37_8b00_4dae_815e_4caf][bookmark: _PAR__3_586375be_7691_4472_8547_1a41ad26][bookmark: _LINE__18_cb7be2ba_b289_42ba_b4e1_40e83e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b3603dad_07f0_4895_a79][bookmark: _LINE__19_8e09d3e3_974d_4897_a03f_773e2c]E.  Organize and convene a biennial invasive species summit to focus and maintain attention on the State's comprehensive invasive species plan under paragraph C;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e6a97c87_936d_4ca5_8b89][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ccc09d52_c98b_4e5e_84e8_3a20][bookmark: _PAR__4_2033eaba_058f_4b96_9c26_22f19ea8][bookmark: _LINE__20_be70903f_b00f_4999_9307_e1488c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__92160fcf_fa1c_4515_bcd][bookmark: _LINE__21_b6a0f100_bbc5_4e8f_b227_3bc1d2][bookmark: _LINE__22_0b9b4a35_be3f_4f7e_84d2_28918f][bookmark: _LINE__23_96408645_12f6_4160_83d6_0c3f04]F.  Encourage industries and trade organizations to develop and adopt voluntary codes of conduct designed to reduce or eliminate the use and distribution of invasive species, review these voluntary codes of conduct and officially recognize adopted codes of conduct;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__95342c5b_1ab6_4c74_a599][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__44bdae5b_a462_48ec_a5d3_c987][bookmark: _PAR__5_167e1559_4325_4bad_ba87_0598f78e][bookmark: _LINE__24_5ec3b08c_5a02_4a9e_baab_09b125][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__53f15f62_92ff_4fb2_941][bookmark: _LINE__25_a80e3cc0_7eaa_4a7c_beda_10bc82][bookmark: _LINE__26_0ad1eb90_2c75_4d98_923c_3502c5][bookmark: _LINE__27_aa65a81d_7ff5_4212_8ca2_56c7da]G.  Support within available funds and encourage partnerships for regional invasive species management efforts to address invasive species through the coordination, recruitment and training of volunteers, education, early detection, rapid response, eradication, research and planning;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cec8ea04_d5b8_4068_b605][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6645e197_b503_49c1_87f3_f2b7][bookmark: _PAR__6_e07c056a_6b74_4003_8029_6da0741e][bookmark: _LINE__28_13f58017_08c1_40d4_b74f_6f2048][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__02797952_3ea7_496f_b23][bookmark: _LINE__29_d5b1afdd_01e9_4a10_b5c5_4e5967][bookmark: _LINE__30_91239a19_c783_4dac_ad44_17bc2e][bookmark: _LINE__31_880f2f3a_5779_43b0_9a57_9d0d16]H.  Submit to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters and environmental protection matters and the Governor prior to January 1, 2027 a comprehensive plan for invasive species management under paragraph C and updates to the plan every 2 years thereafter; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4c525a21_3b09_4653_b8a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__40b9a05a_292d_47b2_86ef_b67f][bookmark: _PAR__7_59fc8599_5e68_4ae5_b799_278db131][bookmark: _LINE__32_31b436b8_6c25_4236_b4dc_01ef5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__33fc0d64_37e0_4a8e_9c2][bookmark: _LINE__33_17eb7ab6_0bba_4d11_b1d6_0eb25c]I.  Develop recommendations on statutory actions to prohibit, manage and control invasive species.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__88caf2c8_b8d2_49ed][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8924818b_0ed1_4ff4_bb02_c][bookmark: _PAR__8_c7c9ef40_5b2c_43b9_98a0_6e61ac86][bookmark: _LINE__34_5a58880f_b001_43cc_8bc1_762f54][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__db4c4027_2050_4021]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §12406 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__3b751d1b_f12b_41ad_9e25_9fa8][bookmark: _PAR__9_86920713_ba9a_4b1f_a3ba_69c51bec][bookmark: _LINE__35_c35687d9_a5f7_4b28_9bef_81496a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__153b3315_1d6a_4fbc_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0c97ab06_1786_4f92_8d5c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__46819678_c051_46ef_bd]§12406.  Comprehensive Invasive Species Management Office
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d50285ee_4aac_443b_8a5a_5089][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd9da766_553d_4838_99c][bookmark: _PAR__10_febe007d_c757_4c1f_8585_2cd4043][bookmark: _LINE__36_b5bcd82b_22bd_4957_aba4_a05ab7][bookmark: _LINE__37_5a214a07_e7bd_4f72_91ae_7681f1][bookmark: _LINE__38_3a757b8c_0a25_4483_abb2_b558c6][bookmark: _LINE__39_8406a357_9934_43be_b5f4_d8371c][bookmark: _LINE__40_5886930a_7a84_4701_bac0_bafa9c]The Comprehensive Invasive Species Management Office, referred to in this section as "the office," is established within the Office of the Governor to coordinate interagency collaboration to accomplish invasive species prevention, management, education and outreach as prioritized and directed by the Maine Invasive Species Advisory Council under section 12405.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__01894e72_044b_4c44_938][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6289e425_613b_4a10_8500_a730][bookmark: _PAR__11_4b8851df_1e95_4175_af9e_3b29050][bookmark: _LINE__41_e550b4b3_c880_4728_bf92_4438b8][bookmark: _LINE__42_dfe82f6d_fc54_4d75_8942_fd074e][bookmark: _LINE__43_90e4701d_a102_47bd_b34f_0c522b]The office must be staffed by a statewide coordinator who is directed by the Maine Invasive Species Advisory Council and who is attached to the Office of the Governor for administrative purposes.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__b72c937b_804f_4d6b_8dea_cb37f2][bookmark: _PAGE__4_4266ef0f_c863_439e_adb5_87b5523][bookmark: _PAR__1_5514dad7_2fa9_4ecf_9339_c789a92c][bookmark: _LINE__1_7a760d98_aa91_4d73_b2f1_cd23d39]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_a63751dd_9c7d_4460_8a3f_b512b1cc][bookmark: _LINE__2_75e12d9c_782a_43b1_9b4d_909cb40][bookmark: _LINE__3_8cb3f61b_cc96_4536_b2f7_34fadc2][bookmark: _LINE__4_6a73b6e4_0234_4641_b783_a7019de][bookmark: _LINE__5_4bf979fd_5bff_4250_9875_1248f4c]This bill establishes the Maine Invasive Species Advisory Council and the Comprehensive Invasive Species Management Office to evaluate and prioritize invasive species management across all taxa and coordinate interagency collaboration to accomplish invasive species prevention, management, education and outreach.
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