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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__4afd5e9b_916e_4b15_9683][bookmark: _PAR__3_415b71b9_4f19_496e_8c1e_cb54a822][bookmark: _LINE__8_948731a2_5e0f_402c_8e16_4084cb9][bookmark: _LINE__9_239828d2_36ea_4d29_bbb3_119ebb7][bookmark: _LINE__10_8be4412c_6df0_465e_a200_88b86b]WHEREAS, it is documented that learning in an outdoor setting improves academic performance, increases motivation to learn and engage and increases student connection to natural resources and the community; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__954be402_040c_4ec0_9811][bookmark: _PAR__5_08404ad2_c235_4dfb_bc59_b5e1b7d4][bookmark: _LINE__13_b0d36b10_e8bb_406d_af77_0f7448][bookmark: _LINE__14_e85c0691_47aa_4d5d_ae0e_164744][bookmark: _LINE__15_05a6fa42_0674_4e55_bf5c_d9bd44][bookmark: _LINE__16_208ea78c_1d83_4aae_9a9f_e35d8c]WHEREAS, the future decisions affecting the quality, quantity and use of the State's natural resources will lie in the hands of today's youth, who must understand natural systems and the interrelationships between natural and human-built systems in order to make informed decisions and take actions that will maintain a high quality of life; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__01f750c2_3541_4725_9465][bookmark: _PAR__6_b2768ef2_6dd1_4d12_9d7f_d056c52b][bookmark: _LINE__17_dcab52da_5802_414c_90e3_1c9918][bookmark: _LINE__18_87162778_2c4d_44ed_8e4c_b9d409][bookmark: _LINE__19_bbd56494_992a_4fbf_b376_6005b0]WHEREAS, when the benefits of outdoor experiences are made available to all youth, stronger connections and healthier communities are built and all citizens benefit; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__2b44e457_2b1d_4e36_b4a1_b62c2][bookmark: _PAR__7_62f9b9dd_e6db_456d_95b7_673a6fa4][bookmark: _LINE__20_73e8c9f2_399b_48a7_8dd5_d1a3ac][bookmark: _LINE__21_63131876_cc9c_4619_a04e_24c62c][bookmark: _LINE__22_2729a27b_2c22_450a_8e4e_8e8931][bookmark: _LINE__23_b6991947_d8bf_47c2_938d_da331a][bookmark: _LINE__24_f6ca7967_d4c6_495e_acb0_5cdd81]RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Thirtieth Legislature now assembled in the First Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this opportunity to commend Maine teachers, administrators and school districts for their innovation in using outdoor settings to increase safety for youth and staff and to meet youth physical and mental health needs; and be it further
[bookmark: _RESOLVED__bb36459d_3890_4219_8e98_05a62][bookmark: _PAR__8_35433596_cfbb_4501_8772_c77dcdc0][bookmark: _LINE__25_a4eae95d_f212_4bdc_9fca_dd4926][bookmark: _LINE__26_c85c9fcd_1d82_4b0d_b597_a25236][bookmark: _LINE__27_d2f2cf1c_f57e_445e_b7f7_d4b4c5][bookmark: _LINE__28_a0ac65f2_5ffe_423e_9980_de22cf]RESOLVED: That we support opportunities for all Maine youth to enjoy time outdoors to explore and to learn about and build connections to our State's natural resources, which will provide for health and well-being and will build stronger, healthier communities through upholding Maine's deep history of connection to the outdoors.
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