132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Create Parity in Poultry Processing and Farming Licenses and Inspections
L.D. 
An Act to Create Parity in Poultry Processing and Farming Licenses and Inspections
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__844d4dc8_8dd5_4182_a5bf_11f8][bookmark: _PAR__3_25fc24f3_bd17_4362_bb08_738822f8][bookmark: _LINE__3_b6133479_59e4_4721_9e93_9328110][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__191e0f31_f8bd_40ea_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e61b3081_438b_4ce8_bea6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__db538071_b12d_4c64_a9][bookmark: _LINE__4_2302ac3e_b6ac_407d_8059_67bd577]§449.  Stakeholder group to develop uniform interpretation of United States Department of Agriculture's regulations and exemptions
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__67736328_398c_4fe5_8ce8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f09005fe_18cc_4db6_91ed_0433][bookmark: _PAR__11_fc5b0820_2019_4734_83fe_c0893fb][bookmark: _LINE__26_732562a8_bfbb_4f5d_96ab_50a378][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2fc06d6a_2152_438a_99e]F. A poultry farmer;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f79b3bc9_c86c_43e0_bf51][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__49422c2f_9d48_405b_852b_3021][bookmark: _PAR__12_e104ef9d_44b7_4cd4_88f4_32a74e7][bookmark: _LINE__27_28f68d3e_06bc_4e08_aaba_4d1f0a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__51863adf_d48f_4092_815]G. A farmer of fruits;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6b4f0d6e_cb99_4927_a13c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7858ec46_c8b1_430c_ae5e_2a06][bookmark: _PAR__13_ff7d7ee0_b2d8_4adf_a57b_c8abee5][bookmark: _LINE__28_3e0c0b3e_5f79_41a1_9f25_3966d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e28b8a37_3555_4069_9a4]H. A farmer of vegetables;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a5af095_2d80_4812_b61e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__67a06430_0121_4c9b_b41b_3729][bookmark: _PAR__14_63d1e965_e60d_4fc1_a010_fe52f5b][bookmark: _LINE__29_329184cc_c9f7_4227_a518_b4ee49][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__86b3e47b_5879_4815_850]I. A farmer of wild blueberries;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__039aeb8f_798b_45f8_9682][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__03163e37_fc88_4ad2_9138_48fb][bookmark: _PAR__15_522ad8d0_a9b0_46f4_8718_048c748][bookmark: _LINE__30_3fd929b2_4822_4991_9b4b_05e22d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e597a5c6_0565_4613_b43]J. A farmer of potatoes; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__68652721_32f2_4fed_863b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f3e1c47b_4491_4a17_a88f_8de2][bookmark: _PAR__16_47dd9086_7fe2_4f54_a26a_10228df][bookmark: _LINE__31_024364f4_09f5_4068_a5d6_93c98d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8b2f7870_bc8d_4e6a_b43]K. A livestock processor;
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5b7f43bf_34d1][bookmark: _PAR__2_2545e484_55bf_4b94_bcd8_8c54d79c][bookmark: _LINE__3_1b329976_7be6_4a28_8db2_2eb21df][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6f491c2b_d5d1_4082][bookmark: _LINE__4_6e7f96f0_878a_4d4c_8817_5087b90][bookmark: _LINE__5_6fbdc4c3_2a28_4f76_8cd6_eaed480][bookmark: _LINE__6_78db553f_3a76_423d_9759_eceab60][bookmark: _LINE__7_add6ae10_8f66_455c_9235_de6fcb2][bookmark: _LINE__8_f1248156_e74c_4e18_b386_cc13049][bookmark: _LINE__9_9c85c1f7_e89f_4efe_bcc7_130f0ea]Sec. 2.  Report.  On or before December 3, 2025, the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall submit to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry a report describing the strategies, findings and recommendations, including any necessary legislation, of the stakeholder group under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 449. After reviewing the report, the committee may report out legislation relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_7eb5305f_9fae_4041_ab28_40d4be72][bookmark: _LINE__11_cd955733_553a_4824_921c_55aa26][bookmark: _LINE__12_506f8ff3_83c1_4ba4_8a8f_cad77c][bookmark: _LINE__13_4dbad870_1b62_4506_816a_c46ffe][bookmark: _LINE__14_9f05f57e_5da5_4378_9b78_45996a][bookmark: _LINE__15_3631c87e_4d56_44df_9284_491639][bookmark: _LINE__16_f2683f56_8623_41fd_8500_a325f5][bookmark: _LINE__17_056f791a_60f9_46a2_bf53_18788d][bookmark: _LINE__18_b95503fb_6729_4dec_b7f7_d57f6a][bookmark: _LINE__19_c610a39d_c72f_49ad_82aa_006c5d]This bill requires the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to convene a stakeholder group to develop a uniform interpretation of the United States Department of Agriculture's regulations and exemptions to ensure the uniformity of interpretation of the regulations and exemptions by the State's agricultural inspectors. On or before December 3, 2025, the commissioner is required to submit a report describing the strategies, findings and recommendations, including any necessary legislation, of the stakeholder group to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, which may report out legislation relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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