132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Reduce the Counselor and Social Worker Shortage by Amending Reciprocity Requirements for Those Professionals from Other Jurisdictions
L.D. 
An Act to Reduce the Counselor and Social Worker Shortage by Amending Reciprocity Requirements for Those Professionals from Other Jurisdictions
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9823fe68_1188_4d7f_956][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b4da351b_a080_4d74_b43b_3153][bookmark: _PAR__7_b1ce4911_0ff7_45fd_af40_0a1ddbcd][bookmark: _LINE__21_86c9e027_0de8_480e_b6e2_125486][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4b3f1fd3_31b6_478c_ae][bookmark: _LINE__22_4469f893_8927_4084_9c0f_b5b1b9][bookmark: _LINE__23_a816bdf9_fde0_4e63_86e3_f0769d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__079f9901_edbb_45f9_a5][bookmark: _LINE__24_78096603_efb3_4776_946d_aa0ed7][bookmark: _LINE__25_88e67521_86c9_4027_9a06_5dba62][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4c8a8f50_cd09_4535_99][bookmark: _LINE__26_53cb94cb_a95a_4cf6_8292_799a88][bookmark: _LINE__27_2be153ba_ed94_4d2e_bf82_b0e72a][bookmark: _LINE__28_80fd9a6e_f3e0_4b13_97ac_532f6b][bookmark: _LINE__29_905b2cf2_7e99_463c_9f93_de7c76][bookmark: _LINE__30_ef29341a_65ea_4892_9d64_21bf94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f5d0c265_01e4_4efa_b5][bookmark: _LINE__31_ad3bad9b_6641_4ca4_a32c_7c96ee][bookmark: _LINE__32_4bd7728d_3982_4885_be75_feee08][bookmark: _LINE__33_a3c8c408_e795_4f27_9e14_a16d0e]A person holding a certificate of registration or license under the laws of another jurisdiction, including another state, territory or possession of the United States, the District of Columbia or of any foreign country that is the equivalent of a license as a licensed clinical, licensed master or licensed social worker under this chapter who meets the requirements of this chapter, based upon verified evidence may, who has held for at least 2 years a license issued by a board in another jurisdiction for an occupation with a similar scope of practice to the practice governed by this chapter and who does not have a complaint, allegation or investigation pending before a board in another jurisdiction that relates to unprofessional conduct or a crime or a violation of an applicable ethics code or standard of practice must, upon application, be licensed without further examination. The Department of Professional and Financial Regulation shall post the information in this paragraph on its publicly accessible website.  The words or similar words: "If you are licensed in another state or country" must be included in the post.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__674b458f_e131_4acc_add][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__029eddb9_69e1_41e4_bb97_2bf2][bookmark: _PAR__7_d307f22e_3afd_4361_88c7_1d84612a][bookmark: _LINE__20_d6933126_7992_4223_9773_078d3e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2c213d66_c481_4323_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4fb74d97_60dc_43e2_9b][bookmark: _LINE__21_930c5003_4a29_43b7_9701_e9ec03][bookmark: _LINE__22_f7c94f5b_7924_4725_8d4d_8c2f13][bookmark: _LINE__23_9b9614c3_312a_49a5_b3ca_5ef0fc][bookmark: _LINE__24_73a2cfbc_9909_4bf9_82bb_fe150b][bookmark: _LINE__25_4200d633_3546_49c4_87c7_f85d0d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8b015e58_b3e1_4b73_b52][bookmark: _LINE__26_85ad1590_e70f_490c_a51e_0e85db][bookmark: _LINE__27_cf4c5fb4_c0c7_4ea2_a3f7_f4968c][bookmark: _LINE__28_2505cbb0_0bbb_48d3_aa39_7cb02b]To Except as otherwise provided in section 13857, subsection 2, paragraph C, to be eligible for a license to practice counseling at any level, an applicant must be at least 18 years of age and satisfactorily pass any examination as the board may prescribe by its rules.  Each applicant must demonstrate trustworthiness and competence to engage in the practice of counseling in such a manner as to safeguard the interests of the public.  Each applicant must submit an application and pay the fee as set under section 13859.  The license categories "licensed clinical professional counselor," "licensed pastoral counselor" and "licensed marriage and family therapist" are of equivalent clinical status.  Clinical status grants the ability to diagnose and treat mental health disorders.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_9520b8a4_8924_4999_858a_0ecaaf9][bookmark: _LINE__35_f20728eb_61cd_487f_a19b_5ab4fd][bookmark: _LINE__36_4016894c_17b4_43ca_9d20_316f1f][bookmark: _LINE__37_019927be_d793_4e9f_b536_f84978][bookmark: _LINE__38_3bb3ec1e_522e_4a7e_b9be_151057][bookmark: _LINE__39_282e0d89_edfc_4b5b_8ea9_1e8e46][bookmark: _LINE__40_4abab850_c79c_405e_be0d_c3a33a]This bill amends the laws governing the licensure of professional counselors, clinical professional counselors, marriage and family therapists and pastoral counselors to authorize licensure in this State for an applicant who has held for at least 2 years a license issued by another jurisdiction for an occupation with a similar scope of practice and who does not have a complaint, allegation or investigation pending before a board in another jurisdiction or a violation of an applicable ethics code or standard of practice.
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