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An Act Regarding Environmental Justice
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__f7de1488_38bf_4b8e_a9c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__b1406c84_4a39_4f91_8fab_9949f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__d2b7d9f0_6d73_4646_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_b23a6b3c_23ef_4d99_9d93_a02c017][bookmark: _PAR__1_045492cc_09fe_4691_a202_f9d1a793][bookmark: _LINE__1_fcd47c73_673e_4ffa_9856_b451705]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5d191846_e5f3_49d9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4de4297e_5cf6_43b4_b658_4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__1abbb416_f368_464d_a9][bookmark: _PAR__2_93bf2c32_1baf_43d8_902b_d669c6bc][bookmark: _LINE__2_b5dfa805_d747_4b37_b7b8_45402f0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__edd3d144_8715_444f]Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §349-C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__9b45d306_6d27_45ba_bd5f_c216][bookmark: _PAR__3_e4a88bdf_2feb_48ef_a426_b861e705][bookmark: _LINE__3_f716efbe_3d4a_483b_8d57_0353ceb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3d4d5aae_ed31_40b7_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fbc439b2_6cbc_4ef6_8cb5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__11a6a228_c4bd_42a1_80]§349-C.  Environmental justice
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e2f848a6_ddb1_4f6f_9de4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e6299fc4_7a31_469b_ae8d_d4e][bookmark: _PAR__4_e2cab442_dc0f_448b_bf38_dd1a7315][bookmark: _LINE__4_fe3e8ff2_2bc7_4015_b215_21a810a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0823c8ff_4400_448f_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__131b9f32_b863_4641_85a][bookmark: _LINE__5_3423c081_a361_4819_b92c_446af21]1.  Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__de3e9fc0_4501_4356_b154][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5f264be6_a25f_4360_8e84_4158][bookmark: _PAR__5_4a2b3244_9fc4_4607_bb05_e076ae80][bookmark: _LINE__6_09ff70e4_1d2e_487d_842a_5f3013d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ba43cd8c_7af1_4493_836][bookmark: _LINE__7_1ce52ed8_5e0d_49b3_b57a_c27ce54][bookmark: _LINE__8_4718f442_065f_44fe_836d_ebd09a1][bookmark: _LINE__9_71844ce7_ce7f_4259_ba52_58ab90c]A.  "Environmental justice" means the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin or income with respect to the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, rules, regulations and policies.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0667b1d9_c683_4572_adcc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__720a4502_5792_44af_aedf_21b3][bookmark: _PAR__6_91f4c6fa_2546_4cb6_916b_c46749be][bookmark: _LINE__10_b87407c8_1059_46f3_a3c6_e00898][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4cb47c25_84a7_4293_a9d][bookmark: _LINE__11_55029fdd_7050_4bc0_9c91_734e06][bookmark: _LINE__12_4daba161_6cbd_4c7b_ac44_765241]B.  "Fair treatment" means that no group of people bears a disproportionate share of the negative environmental consequences resulting from industrial, governmental or commercial operations or policies.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4f7e7008_93ec_47a7_bb62][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5811a8ae_5658_4ccb_9b65_a941][bookmark: _PAR__7_4a6e4f53_01e7_479b_8fb1_1f8de357][bookmark: _LINE__13_3eaba265_ab9a_42e0_8516_0d667a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4da8c9dd_6ac9_418d_baf][bookmark: _LINE__14_cc591e9b_a262_4685_b71e_b706e5][bookmark: _LINE__15_24150a61_dbc2_44e4_9d8b_3b278f]C.  "Frontline communities" means those people and communities that experience the consequences of climate change first and to a greater degree than other people and communities.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c078f6cf_e39e_4168_9c92][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b18b90d2_d4dd_4c8c_a4fb_a973][bookmark: _PAR__8_f9fe1514_09df_4984_860e_7823930b][bookmark: _LINE__16_ca8217f5_21e5_40f0_a5a6_2abcae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4dfe3ecc_7bc8_4d44_953][bookmark: _LINE__17_5921e6a0_609a_4414_ac46_863b49]D. "Meaningful involvement" means, with respect to the department's decisionmaking process, that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__651b8cf4_8303_4365_b679_65e][bookmark: _PAR__9_883dd6c4_7c15_4b1b_a5a6_4de65d2f][bookmark: _LINE__18_531aecb8_b3f3_4ef1_9484_278683][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b8974438_18f4_41eb_b5c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__77194f12_becd_4a6c_80a][bookmark: _LINE__19_8dd83f6a_a244_45ee_8427_0cd025][bookmark: _LINE__20_166cd926_3e96_4b3a_94d4_8efe7f](1)  People and communities have an opportunity to participate in the decisionmaking process regarding activities that have the potential to affect the environment or public health;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__cb081195_e9b2_43b3_96f8_f47][bookmark: _PAR__10_9bbe444e_c7b7_4a1a_ab81_d13c19d][bookmark: _LINE__21_00853cf0_3252_40c0_bcd5_37c05d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2236f8c5_839b_4e21_a123][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__30aeee1a_18b7_462e_a1c][bookmark: _LINE__22_253f842d_38b7_4867_bc5f_63764e](2)  The department seeks out and facilitates the involvement in the decisionmaking process of potentially affected people and communities;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b6384f2d_6f6a_42d9_bd0d_e2e][bookmark: _PAR__11_3b7d9699_69b8_49b4_b53d_d6cb594][bookmark: _LINE__23_f581744b_3191_4bb3_b0b4_d24f58][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e196d3b7_e5e3_46eb_b46b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8e89f574_b192_4167_85f][bookmark: _LINE__24_de486520_5856_41e5_8c2a_b64552](3)  The contributions of people and communities to the decisionmaking process can influence the department's decision making; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__76e62d66_1c5a_4d17_8b52_afd][bookmark: _PAR__12_a883e9ae_80ec_4fd7_a7b2_2a40abf][bookmark: _LINE__25_b2c5eb68_1614_4a49_a494_a64afb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c292e757_88e9_4e98_8ae2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4acbff95_30b1_4c81_bf5][bookmark: _LINE__26_6ee9738d_9669_4605_baff_0eb33f][bookmark: _LINE__27_b3f7d160_44fb_4bd1_af3e_c636c4](4)  The department considers in its decision making the concerns and contributions of people and communities provided as part of the decisionmaking process.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4f303bf9_294c_414e_a0ce][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__dea6bd71_5d87_487f_8532_d70][bookmark: _PAR__13_fc110821_abb0_4a23_8c12_b50e377][bookmark: _LINE__28_67b4f3fc_5843_4f97_98c8_2ce0a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__469d81d9_0de8_4094_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cda53f6a_35a3_40b9_93c][bookmark: _LINE__29_e47d446a_e79e_4f06_bfa4_c93f4b][bookmark: _LINE__30_505316b7_b2ab_4f78_9c5b_3d0d85][bookmark: _LINE__31_02a89c03_bb2a_4a3c_bea6_ea1810][bookmark: _LINE__32_b3035cbd_d1ff_4bcd_909e_c06698]2.  Consideration of environmental justice populations and frontline communities.  The department shall ensure that persons in environmental justice populations and frontline communities are provided with fair and equitable access to the department's decisionmaking processes under section 341H. The department shall adopt rules establishing procedures to implement this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9d662719_d3b6_4fa6_b62a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a62e098a_06b1_438d_a5c0_1c6c][bookmark: _PAR__14_6340b65f_251a_4262_80bb_0e0c17e][bookmark: _LINE__33_e2bcfadc_07a0_467b_817d_9bdc62][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7b4b9671_00a1_426f_901][bookmark: _LINE__34_20b5fa6d_8832_4d8d_bb05_397b5c][bookmark: _LINE__35_1cab7635_ab39_4257_b3f7_92b2aa]A.  Rules adopted by the department pursuant to this subsection must define "environmental justice populations," taking into consideration, at a minimum, median household income, race, ethnicity and English language proficiency. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ba0d323a_eda0_467e_9971][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b4c3f9fc_5be7_42bc_be95_125b][bookmark: _PAR__15_f273764e_83c9_4f31_adea_093fb61][bookmark: _LINE__36_c5edf42a_c4d4_4fdc_95b0_6f23c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9fae6d5a_30e0_4572_a8f][bookmark: _LINE__37_84456ad5_b8d2_42f4_a598_0c861c][bookmark: _LINE__38_d402fc06_fd94_4111_be02_428985][bookmark: _LINE__39_761ea433_30ba_4964_9807_36ac9d]B.  Rules adopted by the department pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2A, except that the board shall hold a hearing in accordance with Title 5, section 8052 prior to the adoption of any rule proposed pursuant to this subsection.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__41e6d2c7_fc37_466e_b01f][bookmark: _PAR__16_99e3530a_83b2_4cb0_9cf3_7768c68][bookmark: _LINE__40_0ea4f1ae_ba77_4d9d_bbae_301917][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d11cb68d_1496_4760][bookmark: _LINE__41_3ebb04df_90db_4a1b_ba3f_da840e]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_6b0a675b_3dc9_4a88_a60d_6f31017][bookmark: _PAR__1_173133f6_62d1_4225_b567_a168e243][bookmark: _LINE__1_418ec2c8_26f5_4474_beff_e57bff9]ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__2_96605c7b_65ab_4ed5_93bc_4e33e8d0][bookmark: _LINE__2_3e254c06_b80e_46de_bd5a_983eb71]Maine Environmental Protection Fund 0421
[bookmark: _PAR__3_44508c87_aa9b_45c8_856a_fea4d301][bookmark: _LINE__3_2af73512_e7f5_4bbd_b905_8ffe84d][bookmark: _LINE__4_fe45f87d_8ed3_40f9_8c64_1aa46b7]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for facilitator services, travel expenses, facility rentals and meeting expenses.
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_1f83dc99_ce2a_43a3_a77c_24e656d3][bookmark: _LINE__5_b3f7ba61_2864_40f6_8fa3_c09d818]GENERAL FUND
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_4e82b147_0d1f_4ee4_9276_3f8e1a6d][bookmark: _LINE__10_65c4c4be_c0c2_4125_98d9_3de603][bookmark: _LINE__11_278fb6aa_e646_49c5_93b7_114a58]Initiative: Provides funding for one Public Service Coordinator I position, 2 Law Clerk positions, one GIS Coordinator position and associated position costs.
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[bookmark: _SUMMARY__e40cda4f_9346_4159_a350_8ea329][bookmark: _PAR__10_b5e9514a_9fb1_4afd_bdd5_6d8d273][bookmark: _LINE__26_66eb392c_0d12_4085_b0d5_adeb50]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_2fb3b646_45a7_4663_982c_0c5458f][bookmark: _LINE__27_57380f23_08cf_4317_a2b0_f74e4a][bookmark: _LINE__28_94413eb7_257b_4bc7_8759_7eb5cf][bookmark: _LINE__29_3e9403cb_b152_4cce_a478_ed2cfb][bookmark: _LINE__30_0a108505_e307_4c93_9cdc_ebfafe][bookmark: _LINE__31_4d5f9101_bca1_425f_8626_398dfb]This bill enacts a provision that requires fair and equitable access to Department of Environmental Protection decisionmaking processes for environmental justice populations and frontline communities. The bill provides appropriations for various positions in the department and for facilitator services, travel expenses, facility rentals and meeting expenses.
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