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An Act to Establish an Employer Tax Credit for Qualifying Child Care Costs
L.D. 
An Act to Establish an Employer Tax Credit for Qualifying Child Care Costs
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7df9e623_5383_4cb9_adb7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8b5ebc11_083e_44e1_a5ff_9e04][bookmark: _PAR__7_7801258c_8e33_4a96_a79e_22f0b773][bookmark: _LINE__8_06e740d2_c15a_42dd_8126_ad1a43a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__52b08329_5ac5_4e9d_8a6][bookmark: _LINE__9_8a281d24_98a3_485e_9242_038a38a][bookmark: _LINE__10_f0ec22bc_1258_46ac_8f22_5776fb][bookmark: _LINE__11_7bf47622_0c4d_404b_b75f_700b03][bookmark: _LINE__12_9008d644_fb1e_4be1_b841_cd3f8a][bookmark: _LINE__13_89e35ab7_933c_41bb_b0e0_deac22][bookmark: _LINE__14_7915c93a_f335_4674_aeff_b7f87f][bookmark: _LINE__15_072d4e4c_c1b7_4f52_a0c3_77af78][bookmark: _LINE__16_557080d4_cd0c_4e13_aa89_de19b6][bookmark: _LINE__17_a65e62cd_c97e_4947_ac05_310df9]B.  "Providing child care services" means expending funds or providing in-kind resources to build, furnish, license, staff, operate or subsidize a child care center licensed by the Department of Health and Human Services to provide early care and education services to children of employees of the employing unit at no profit to the employing unit or to contract with a child care facility licensed by or registered with the department to provide early care and education services to children of employees of the employing unit. "Providing child care services" includes payments made by an employing unit to an employee for purposes of paying for early care and education services for children of the employee under a dependent care assistance program and the provision of child care resource and referral services to employees. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4e0b8c45_3513_4fcd_89be][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__40c0f47a_fc37_4da3_bf70_6c8][bookmark: _PAR__12_c103ad3f_ef70_45e6_9b61_20b2932][bookmark: _LINE__27_9c80357e_0d65_408b_9e2c_d33bf3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b1672237_739e_4323_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4c1663e8_fcac_40b4_9f8][bookmark: _LINE__28_f35b3978_1bc2_4bb0_87f8_66154c][bookmark: _LINE__29_46d53762_e8aa_4e6e_aa60_482b19][bookmark: _LINE__30_c3ab9e57_a256_43b2_856c_7cd672][bookmark: _LINE__31_c5b7ed17_62b6_4d11_8007_60551c][bookmark: _LINE__32_e0d32cc5_3f1c_40c0_9ba3_8f8104][bookmark: _LINE__33_ff3fbc9f_26d6_47da_80ce_82caf8][bookmark: _LINE__34_f5bb8239_8119_481c_a134_8e7858]4.  Evaluation; specific public policy objectives. Beginning in 2030, the credit provided under this section is subject to ongoing legislative review in accordance with Title 3, chapter 37. In developing evaluation parameters to perform the review, the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability, the joint legislative committee established to oversee program evaluation and government accountability matters and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters shall consider whether the specific public policy objectives and economic benefit of the credit provided under this section outweigh the loss of revenue to the State.
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_1c556074_5798_403a_ba14_3f798e3][bookmark: _LINE__36_5786805d_238c_42ad_be82_c42fee][bookmark: _LINE__37_5b4a570d_bf32_4dcf_a053_8c0636][bookmark: _LINE__38_ce4ecf82_e1b7_40a7_b7e0_c25eae][bookmark: _LINE__39_69daf33f_fd8c_4f4c_b5e5_1f981f][bookmark: _LINE__40_d942d89c_75c8_4c75_97f3_648ee5][bookmark: _LINE__41_d57ba630_04f7_42d1_b292_03f7d0][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__b16b1f6f_716c_499f_8341_1f5][bookmark: _PAGE__2_5ce3d826_b68b_4177_b038_dac5610][bookmark: _PAR__1_c021b3d8_f504_4a80_b6d8_ee631197][bookmark: _LINE__1_5a81d24a_183a_4c22_ac2f_93a9085][bookmark: _LINE__2_aca7b7d2_6a1f_4700_8eda_e37ccad]This bill repeals the prior employer-assisted day care tax credit program under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, section 5217.  It establishes a new tax credit program that authorizes a refundable tax credit for an employer that pays for or provides in-kind resources for child care for the children of its employees. The amount of the annual credit is 50% of the amount expended up to a maximum of $8,000 per child or a total annual credit of $80,000, whichever is lower. The credit is available for tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2026. The bill also provides that the credit is subject to ongoing legislative review beginning in 2030.
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