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An Act to Promote Firewood Banks in Maine
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f528a129_56c9_4fed_b31e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4dd769b4_852e_4faf_b2a7_23aa][bookmark: _PAR__10_b25a2daf_734a_4f92_9707_65d00fa][bookmark: _LINE__15_866c921d_94c6_4509_b1eb_833bf8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9e74be2d_13cd_4790_8b7][bookmark: _LINE__16_0dc599ed_b8a8_49a5_b4c7_c95518]B. Develop and maintain, on the bureau's publicly accessible website, a list of all firewood banks operating in the State.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_29d7b30e_985b_4d07_b723_a6013fa7][bookmark: _LINE__2_683ed5e8_b60a_48cb_9bc5_acf9e7e][bookmark: _LINE__3_16bf8469_6218_4189_a3f1_ff817da][bookmark: _LINE__4_596589a2_28ee_4255_b39d_6abeb63][bookmark: _LINE__5_500ca6a4_b293_451e_a03e_6dafaa9]This bill establishes provisions to promote the development and operation of organizations that accept donations of firewood and provide access to firewood free of charge to individuals and families who are in need of heating assistance. These organizations are called firewood banks.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_27472281_b479_41fc_a53d_c5eee557][bookmark: _LINE__6_ffdec5fe_7067_4f2f_a23f_d80d0e9][bookmark: _LINE__7_3cfcdf1c_4380_4c71_8c7d_b4b28bb][bookmark: _LINE__8_73b60bcd_7592_49db_98b9_05801a3][bookmark: _LINE__9_c54a602f_d8d7_447e_8408_60e5972][bookmark: _LINE__10_90f90a1a_f945_4f10_9897_a18ad3][bookmark: _LINE__11_fb291208_352c_497d_9291_6ceec1][bookmark: _LINE__12_3a225e69_ce14_43d8_bdec_ccfd81]The bill requires the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry to provide information to the public to increase awareness of firewood banks and to maintain a list on the bureau's publicly accessible website that lists all of the operating firewood banks in this State. The bureau must also develop informational resources to promote the successful operation of firewood banks in this State. In fulfilling these obligations, the bureau may consult with the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8c3e8263_6376_4d2a_8dcb_da58c2c5][bookmark: _LINE__13_e856d59e_7771_466a_abde_ea0942][bookmark: _LINE__14_21baf869_77e5_4c90_b94e_331eb6][bookmark: _LINE__15_aad2d9c3_8db0_4062_a931_b9714a]The bill requires that any time there are timber or forest harvesting operations on state-owned land located within 50 miles of a firewood bank, the State is required to offer a donation of 8 to 13 cords of hardwood to that firewood bank. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0107f726_46c1_4e6a_9a2c_3945703c][bookmark: _LINE__16_4a489e24_b8ec_4381_97a6_131a31][bookmark: _LINE__17_7d13a672_cb4c_4356_9ce1_5b25e4][bookmark: _LINE__18_fcfd82f9_1c89_4303_a874_3bdf7e][bookmark: _LINE__19_40e08bab_ce0c_4740_ba7c_f3620d][bookmark: _LINE__20_29deba86_d97e_4f9c_b9f2_d0b089][bookmark: _LINE__21_7073b760_7a0a_4404_a5e5_9c166c]The bill clarifies that a firewood bank and the municipality or county in which a firewood bank is located is not liable for any damages caused by the taking or use of firewood obtained from a firewood bank. The bill also requires the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to provide guidance to municipalities and counties concerning management of environmental impacts and solid-waste disposal associated with the operation of a firewood bank.
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