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An Act to Replace Participation Thresholds with Approval Thresholds in Certain School, Municipal and County Measures
L.D. 
An Act to Replace Participation Thresholds with Approval Thresholds in Certain School, Municipal and County Measures
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__73d3aa5f_18af_432f_8e49][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4eba7274_3ac1_462b_9966_c2d][bookmark: _PAR__5_d411c8da_306b_4a16_87d9_fa48244d][bookmark: _LINE__11_b6b2540d_84f6_491c_9bba_fe96bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c3040635_4876_45d1_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__87e35911_c1fb_4e40_a0c][bookmark: _LINE__12_87b8e8f1_3fb3_451e_9210_3f32eb][bookmark: _LINE__13_683ee662_e014_47db_a587_3fa7a8][bookmark: _LINE__14_553a3485_1e34_46e3_8fe4_0302bc][bookmark: _LINE__15_0dfb6ffb_8455_42ab_9786_f853f6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f99a809b_363e_4743_bf][bookmark: _LINE__16_3c66f292_1fdf_460b_9678_b53031][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__61804c03_d63d_42bb_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c648a9ba_0d2c_4133_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ed011623_51fb_4c93_a8][bookmark: _LINE__17_9d04bb9d_2d88_4cff_a665_9c10ba][bookmark: _LINE__18_33d1d410_6a0f_44e9_b989_47b434][bookmark: _LINE__19_b75dcf95_9ac4_4190_9c22_a8b13e][bookmark: _LINE__20_5c7ca200_0a4d_4661_8ba0_e75c2b][bookmark: _LINE__21_b61ab5b3_4acc_4cce_9dd0_dfbde4][bookmark: _LINE__22_89958a67_448e_4536_a216_1b91f2][bookmark: _LINE__23_929373e3_907e_45df_84b4_f764ed][bookmark: _LINE__24_5086bb5f_241f_4f4f_8f16_4dca0d][bookmark: _LINE__25_e0dea0b6_911a_42b3_84e7_1c248f]13.  Determination of results; execution of agreement.  Except for a school administrative district that was reformulated as a regional school unit pursuant to Public Law 2007, chapter 240, Part XXXX, section 36, subsection 12, as amended by Public Law 2007, chapter 668, section 48, if the commissioner finds that a majority of the voters voting on the article has voted in the affirmative and the total number of votes cast for and against the article equal or exceed 50% 25% of the total number of votes cast in the municipality for Governor at the last gubernatorial election, the commissioner shall notify the municipal officers and the regional school unit board to take steps for the withdrawal in accordance with the terms of the agreement for withdrawal.  For a municipality that is part of a school administrative district that was reformulated as a regional school unit pursuant to Public Law 2007, chapter 240, Part XXXX, section 36, subsection 12, as amended by Public Law 2007, chapter 668, section 48, if the commissioner finds that at least 2/3 of the votes validly cast in the municipality are in the affirmative, the commissioner shall notify the municipal officers and the regional school unit board to take steps for the withdrawal in accordance with the terms of the agreement for withdrawal.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__93a4783d_9779_46b8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f01c281d_2ed5_4923_8b02_8][bookmark: _PAR__9_9e4784d0_cf3d_440d_8b5a_e111c423][bookmark: _LINE__35_4e525da5_2dea_4d43_8e47_725615][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__834c2da1_a8f3_4b9a][bookmark: _LINE__36_872c3f05_6d1c_4c00_a5de_bab284]Sec. 8.  30-A MRSA §2526, sub-§5, ¶A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 275, §28, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f0962696_6212_4cf3_bbaa_350][bookmark: _PAR__3_389deebe_97bc_4359_a6dd_653f8a8f][bookmark: _LINE__5_d4afe33b_80c9_4e75_8004_f78629a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5626a62f_ff87_4fab_8390][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__df4ccf9c_9f3e_4463_9ec][bookmark: _LINE__6_828de3eb_e0e7_4179_b419_0bc3ef2](3)  When a town has chosen a single assessor under this paragraph, the select board shall appoint the assessor for a term not exceeding 5 years.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__612e96f6_aaa5_461c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1745c1d3_38a0_4b98_9fb2_8][bookmark: _PAR__4_dbfffb7b_528e_4890_a1eb_5bf8161c][bookmark: _LINE__7_1b99a377_193a_4314_a642_96bef73][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8f7bab76_0d8e_4d11][bookmark: _LINE__8_314cfce9_b18e_421d_986f_38098a3][bookmark: _LINE__9_5467e0e6_2eb3_4f33_b258_9f6b5de]Sec. 9.  30-A MRSA §5102, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bd750b93_5daa_4919_9403][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1c079aed_ac7b_4128_81c5_812][bookmark: _PAR__5_7ab30401_e132_41ba_8446_ac96c931][bookmark: _LINE__10_db7e9215_b818_4084_a368_c83aad][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ba4aad72_1d7f_4ad2_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__31ec65a0_49c8_45d6_a7b][bookmark: _LINE__11_2f25221f_bad9_4407_af0c_6eb2fd][bookmark: _LINE__12_2f472b85_ead5_4a3b_844b_1a5134][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__15c9d69c_cd5c_43e2_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ea7d3e67_87f3_4300_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__36074864_d0ea_4983_a4][bookmark: _LINE__13_f1eb1283_45cc_41f3_b8b9_0b3e94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__745d90ba_fc83_46dc_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4f033995_2088_4ddc_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__013a4d44_f30c_4c91_a9][bookmark: _LINE__14_9327cc1e_7052_4d43_bb06_a41f6d]3.  Favorable vote.  If a majority of the ballots cast on this question favor acceptance, this law becomes effective immediately upon declaration of the vote by the municipal officers, provided as long as the total number of votes cast for and against the acceptance of the Act equals or exceeds 20% 10% of the total votes cast in the municipality for all candidates for Governor at the last gubernatorial election.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2b709c41_3f35_4d96_a9f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__46b54b57_acef_445f_a879_c3b4][bookmark: _PAR__7_72025037_33aa_4164_a16c_f2d31d89][bookmark: _LINE__17_b7ff4543_ceda_401f_a9f1_bcb1d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e71eae2b_a313_4a47_994][bookmark: _LINE__18_baef2ca0_0e03_48cf_8ad2_dcba34][bookmark: _LINE__19_5ceca07d_de39_4b87_8d47_766ea9][bookmark: _LINE__20_ba8cb357_430a_4eca_ac4b_f35a25][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fca76216_42e2_4c48_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6c442d69_73b0_4063_a9][bookmark: _LINE__21_12eb4cc6_ba04_4395_93ee_7741d9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2128fa90_5892_4558_ac][bookmark: _LINE__22_53d8d8f9_a5ce_444a_9bfd_3a9f6a][bookmark: _LINE__23_9809d759_943c_41b3_9b3f_9d466d][bookmark: _LINE__24_084cbe71_bcf2_4b74_8061_1770c7][bookmark: _LINE__25_6b7ab2fd_a29e_4f96_98c7_5a822f][bookmark: _LINE__26_e375bab2_bae1_40a3_85be_45786e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__cc588417_f99c_4048_a6d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6a4fc86e_44f0_467d_a45][bookmark: _LINE__27_31806eee_07d6_4c4d_8a3e_9c749a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3493c86b_b2af_45d2_8fa]A.  Revenue bonds of a town, as distinguished from a city, may not be issued until the general purpose for which the bonds are to be issued and the maximum principal amount of the bonds to be authorized have been approved by ballot by a majority of the votes cast on the question.  The total number of votes cast for the bond must be equal to at least 20% exceed 10% of the total vote for all candidates for Governor cast in the municipality at the last gubernatorial election.  The ballot submitted to the voters of a town to authorize the issuance of revenue bonds must state the general purpose for which the proposed bonds are to be issued and the maximum principal amount of the proposed bonds authorized to be issued.  The voting at meetings held in towns must be held and conducted in accordance with sections 2528 to 2531‑B, even if the town has not accepted the provisions of section 2528.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bc2be867_b2f7_40c6_b0fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__92eba80e_e40a_441c_93ae_6e5][bookmark: _PAR__11_0faf2efc_9523_428b_b8c7_aff9054][bookmark: _LINE__38_dc40c29b_a4dd_4493_8f7a_bdab71][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f5aa073b_690b_4090_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__14bd2618_79e2_4cd0_80a][bookmark: _LINE__39_021232ad_cb1a_4fde_b883_7568ef][bookmark: _LINE__40_d199a81c_8836_4b56_8f31_a6f5a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5c193489_1502_474c_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__687d041b_9a62_4098_b7][bookmark: _LINE__41_11580e02_42d8_4b5f_b85f_6198d9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6fa32ea9_6c7e_48c3_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__34a1cec0_ce67_4585_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7f14b1bf_2831_44b7_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__74a8a6a1_c2f6_460e_b1][bookmark: _LINE__42_0d4d9a47_c1d9_4cfd_8130_e068a8][bookmark: _LINE__43_9890cbae_49ba_4cb4_aad6_c0b027][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__449cabd5_9605_4078_a936_c78][bookmark: _PAGE__4_e3f686ad_6e38_4412_b26a_d2bac7b][bookmark: _PAR__1_9cac13e7_31ed_49e5_a9a4_b262aeaf][bookmark: _LINE__1_b7357217_1feb_4b38_8d83_4bbaacf][bookmark: _LINE__2_828fcd2f_bad8_4382_af69_38fbfcc][bookmark: _LINE__3_c2fd78c6_41ce_4620_8e08_babfdfd][bookmark: _LINE__4_d9ddac8e_bdd9_49ca_9cdf_ae8cf52]4.  Favorable vote.  If a majority of the legal votes cast on this question favor incorporation, a municipal power district may be created for that municipality under this chapter upon declaration of the vote by the municipal officers, provided that as long as the total number of votes cast for and against the incorporation equals or exceeds 40% 20% of the total votes cast in that municipality for all candidates for Governor at the previous gubernatorial election.  If not, the proposed district is not created at that time.  Upon certification of a favorable vote by the municipal officers, the commission shall approve formation of the district if the commission finds that formation would be in conformance with the requirements of this Title.  Upon approval by the commission, the district is created and the commission shall file certification of that approval with the Secretary of State.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_47784170_970a_4043_9416_df4a1b90][bookmark: _LINE__34_f6dfdd29_7e1c_4019_a1b2_642ce3][bookmark: _LINE__35_ada40a35_1f01_432b_8a48_88bfa9][bookmark: _LINE__36_617278f4_3c48_4cf4_b308_3e05d2][bookmark: _LINE__37_b362fa6d_651f_4432_8d8e_2bc5ab][bookmark: _LINE__38_866c1863_a00c_4e5d_852e_04060e][bookmark: _LINE__39_eb7d922d_9ee5_413e_b7c9_c6f99f]Current law requires the total number of votes cast for certain school, municipal or county measures to be at least equal to or exceed a percentage of votes cast in the municipality or county, as relevant, in the last gubernatorial election in order for the result of the vote to be valid.  This bill reduces the needed percentage of votes cast in the last gubernatorial election for the result to be considered valid but requires that percentage to be in favor of the measure being considered.
LR1837, item 1 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
