132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Amend the Law Governing Stabilization of Property Taxes on Homesteads of Individuals 65 Years of Age or Older
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Law Governing Stabilization of Property Taxes on Homesteads of Individuals 65 Years of Age or Older
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__f7c6ee11_bf38_404e_a55][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__407c2b55_b498_49ed_b096_a67c3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__374d1e07_4179_47ff_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_764a3ed8_5b4d_43b0_92a4_b625e20][bookmark: _PAR__1_b6899b4b_199c_42be_8e09_ddbd7630][bookmark: _LINE__1_a9d329fb_5b05_4ad5_b146_eda0100]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6f924a31_9589_4601_96f2_77a][bookmark: _PAR__6_74af04f7_7ddb_48aa_bdb1_76b89791][bookmark: _LINE__10_e6572826_2cad_449d_b947_9f230a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a6f050a2_555a_4da7_87ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1b277351_4c27_4912_8a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__14185eb8_39e7_44c0_9b](1)  Is 65 years of age or older; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9e81d6d7_279c_4f16_b98c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__89636b58_5322_4364_8cbc_580][bookmark: _PAR__12_2d8ecd82_ff7b_41b2_9b13_cfebe7e][bookmark: _LINE__27_54bb9162_f38f_4d75_a695_4d0e49][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3781c19c_a7b3_46f3_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b8acf7f4_4ed8_4dd2_adb][bookmark: _LINE__28_f1a50e4b_31b3_4c04_bd56_6c66ca][bookmark: _LINE__29_9e81574b_ad61_4999_8b90_b4c63a][bookmark: _LINE__30_3fd77986_e9ab_4df9_9abf_3de8ee][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6d924d9_6f61_4918_b4][bookmark: _LINE__31_71672c4f_099d_410a_99cc_ef4f12][bookmark: _LINE__32_ab46f11e_0145_4383_8536_438709][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__24f895fa_ea0b_4b9d_8f][bookmark: _LINE__33_c5e3c4c1_fc78_466f_b2b5_e6929d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__944f3e5c_d46e_43d9_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__06b7bf72_af19_4d97_b0][bookmark: _LINE__34_faba3c05_dcc9_475b_b4a7_743693][bookmark: _LINE__35_0f6a6bf4_f4df_400e_8f71_1cb466][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eae4de1c_4be7_42cc_af][bookmark: _LINE__36_30a97886_9b0d_4b26_9971_ba3fe5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5f8f6a91_d25a_4c12_bcd]4.  Transfer of eligibility.  If an eligible individual has been eligible for stabilization under this section and establishes a new homestead in the State, the individual continues to be eligible for stabilization.  If an eligible individual establishes a new homestead in a different municipality, at the request of the eligible individual, the municipality where eligibility was first established shall notify the new municipality of the eligible individual's previous eligibility and the amount at which the property taxes were stabilized.  The the new municipality shall bill the eligible individual at the stabilized amount stabilize the property tax assessed on that individual's homestead for the property tax year beginning on April 1st following the establishment of the new homestead, and the new municipality is eligible for state compensation under subsection 5.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_6b1ae7dc_e7f5_40df_8835_70c3a696][bookmark: _LINE__2_05245c9c_b026_4ad3_acb8_97a201b][bookmark: _LINE__3_a573cf01_fad2_4642_82f1_70447cd][bookmark: _LINE__4_86313399_8a9d_483e_8e18_bf52b32]2.  It changes the eligibility requirements to require an individual to have been a permanent Maine resident for at least 20 years and have a household income of no more than $75,000 of federal adjusted gross income.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_b6538345_79eb_4905_96d6_cec07a66][bookmark: _LINE__5_2bb10f7d_ba86_4e4e_ad94_054dc79][bookmark: _LINE__6_67fcd440_6f8e_43e8_8742_24ec473][bookmark: _LINE__7_582d810d_e709_4f44_bd8a_b855d9a]3.  It simplifies the renewal of stabilization requirements, retaining the requirement in current law that a request for stabilization be done annually, but requiring only that it be a written statement that the household is still eligible under the program for stabilization.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9492f637_6e72_4005_899e_2b30e046][bookmark: _LINE__8_2cf2ae3d_7ff1_4978_b104_59de95d][bookmark: _LINE__9_e57df903_75f3_460f_b1e3_1858e50][bookmark: _LINE__10_7b7b6c82_1c74_4b9d_86d4_6891dc][bookmark: _LINE__11_e9e41a3b_24af_41f9_a845_278154]4.  It removes the ability of an individual who moves from one municipality to another to retain the same stabilized property taxes assessed on the old property.  Instead, the individual's stabilized amount will be determined as of the date the individual moves to the new homestead.
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