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An Act to Establish Standards for Independent Motor Vehicle Repair Facilities in Maine
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_86d81b92_bc44_4b61_99d6_78246661][bookmark: _LINE__3_152a5a7c_c984_42da_b375_20459d5][bookmark: _LINE__4_7c5f68bf_d9b4_403b_a79e_04da3b4][bookmark: _LINE__5_ded85d34_e1a6_4fb4_8eff_ac01537]Whereas, the automotive repair industry is increasingly reliant on advanced technologies and original equipment manufacturer standards to ensure motor vehicles are repaired safely and efficiently; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d99264de_a59a_4b58_93a6_73d5a84e][bookmark: _LINE__6_9e9ec09c_64d3_4563_bb11_07f934d][bookmark: _LINE__7_4edb404b_98f5_4337_944a_ea1a47b][bookmark: _LINE__8_9333f2c4_180b_4935_b41d_fa9d139]Whereas, independent motor vehicle repair shops must be aligned with original equipment manufacturer repairer standards to maintain safety, reliability and consumer trust; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5a897443_d3eb_4e17_8825_6188e736][bookmark: _LINE__9_36ef7eb7_0efe_4d3a_80d0_e0cc1ae][bookmark: _LINE__10_145744eb_32aa_4640_a0f3_6eb615][bookmark: _LINE__11_f3bf916f_06f8_48a3_96ac_5150ac]Whereas, a lack of standardized training and certification may lead to inconsistent repair practices, which could undermine vehicle performance, safety systems and warranty compliance; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_beab2835_de76_46b3_91db_2958cad8][bookmark: _LINE__12_c27cfdc5_67b4_4613_8f69_a85973][bookmark: _LINE__13_4484b30c_ff2a_436d_9231_9d158d][bookmark: _LINE__14_7aa9212b_5e69_4d08_a057_f467a9][bookmark: _LINE__15_a233cc12_fc80_4f4c_9827_2f87b1]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8f3e1918_4c9c_45bb_b721][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cc5e9c23_5c24_4ea1_a1bc_5c0][bookmark: _PAR__10_57dbf89c_bc81_4510_a0c1_03dc574][bookmark: _LINE__22_4adc29b8_966c_4980_a181_eb4661][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__accfdc85_c27a_409c_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2d294875_0497_465b_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8e889802_68d4_4040_9df][bookmark: _LINE__23_589a406b_9b58_4511_87ee_6b8eb2][bookmark: _LINE__24_96bf14d7_58c8_4a55_b5e4_f047d2][bookmark: _LINE__25_eccf382d_04ab_4334_b70b_b36662][bookmark: _LINE__26_f86bf6e4_d546_4840_8116_d9129e][bookmark: _LINE__27_24ec2e00_0a83_462c_b3f1_e38835]2-B.  Independent motor vehicle repair facility.  "Independent motor vehicle repair facility" means a repair facility that is not affiliated with a motor vehicle manufacturer or motor vehicle manufacturer's authorized dealer and includes a motor vehicle manufacturer's authorized dealer or other entity within the motor vehicle manufacturer's certified repair network if the dealer or other entity is engaged in repair of a motor vehicle that is not affiliated with the motor vehicle manufacturer.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__02a4fff8_b938_4c3a_8ada_b1ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6b874883_095a_4873_bcd][bookmark: _PAR__3_134b6235_0fde_4ff4_9f5d_89024b2d][bookmark: _LINE__4_8c533fce_73fa_45f9_af87_a27410e][bookmark: _LINE__5_e16af6dc_5d38_458c_9bd5_6f6f58a]The Secretary of State shall establish an appeals process for a person subject to a penalty or finding of noncompliance under this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d308af64_61e6_44d5_be89][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a7c0621d_1aea_4797_877c_0c5][bookmark: _PAR__4_b4225423_c71c_45e5_ac68_a4c0f32d][bookmark: _LINE__6_73c7a73a_cef9_4935_97b1_f5de681][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3324a5e7_7c55_4fb0_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e70c8c69_66bf_46fe_a5a][bookmark: _LINE__7_da29ae24_f2ca_424b_bcd6_b4716d2][bookmark: _LINE__8_0d0e6a5e_c57b_4981_a651_5202ff9]6. Rules.  The Secretary of State shall adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__8d05ed38_942e][bookmark: _PAR__5_9ada4e0f_f0d6_4647_9df7_0e123273][bookmark: _LINE__9_a7391c10_d705_4fc1_8eaf_c9f3667][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__544147ef_0249_40aa][bookmark: _LINE__10_431b7866_94dd_4fdd_abd4_cdac34][bookmark: _LINE__11_c683b373_e267_4b2f_a2d4_b8d78b][bookmark: _LINE__12_143b1a72_4a09_4cb3_b367_b39a5b]Sec. 8.  Secretary of State to adopt rules for original equipment manufacturer repair facilities.  By January 1, 2026, the Secretary of State, in consultation with stakeholders and other interested parties, shall adopt rules under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 1812, subsection 6, including:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c12b65b9_8e69_43ba_a495_4797b73d][bookmark: _LINE__13_c5734c84_bbaa_4bd1_9b3d_f16dba]1. Defining acceptable certifications and training programs;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_8fd5291b_54d9_4258_8bbf_0cd1e64f][bookmark: _LINE__14_20afd06a_7ff0_4649_bc8f_f53f55]2. Establishing clear criteria for facility audits and inspections; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a7b162c6_3ff1_49c0_84ba_a107ebb1][bookmark: _LINE__15_3c0ddb25_12ee_40c5_b5ca_564bd9][bookmark: _LINE__16_3f4faefa_0dda_4995_97d0_5dc939]3. Developing an appeals process for a facility contesting a penalty or finding of noncompliance.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__9536579a_8fa8_4a03_83][bookmark: _PAR__9_ce4edaa8_b755_405d_b4b6_bdf4d24f][bookmark: _LINE__17_cbbebc97_238a_41b9_9546_cab639][bookmark: _LINE__18_7e357eec_4ee7_4629_a687_dc5b4f]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__a61e5ac4_337d_41a0_b222_2b53d2][bookmark: _PAR__10_afc3c5aa_a76b_4b24_89dd_8b76af5][bookmark: _LINE__19_af14f195_64d0_4cdd_bc9c_71842b]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_60dfc29a_ca5e_4cec_961d_44310ee][bookmark: _LINE__20_07075997_9d99_49e5_920b_f848d4][bookmark: _LINE__21_f9c8c4b7_d4b0_4a27_b286_eda7e0][bookmark: _LINE__22_31bc80dd_8af3_4202_80f8_38c8d1][bookmark: _LINE__23_b42d0158_ea6e_404c_8356_6c33f9][bookmark: _LINE__24_652b2038_c0dc_44da_89c9_0d8656][bookmark: _LINE__25_cf47a93c_4393_4c7a_92b0_020626][bookmark: _LINE__26_310c7587_3d0c_4e97_a009_fa5447]This bill establishes a registration process and mandatory standards for original equipment manufacturer repair facilities, which are independent motor vehicle repair facilities authorized to perform repairs by an original equipment manufacturer, aligning those standards with original equipment manufacturer certifications, repairs, equipment and infrastructure and training and continuing education. The bill requires the Secretary of State to administer the registration process and enforce compliance with the provisions of this bill.
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