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An Act to Codify Judicial Deference to Agency Interpretations
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__54a853db_8184_4228_a62][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__eb367f6e_8907_443f_bed7_de7d5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__310d7b19_4d1d_4bf8_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_feaa0077_6411_4e17_8029_ddae26f][bookmark: _PAR__1_75ccdef0_c719_4aab_8c76_deacc550][bookmark: _LINE__1_09ccd1c3_481c_40ee_93d4_ae30cc7]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_a1fa7a69_8fea_49f5_86bb_3ecc4ea][bookmark: _LINE__21_47858824_b126_4b51_a81d_bd86e2][bookmark: _LINE__22_bf13c1e0_3167_439b_bcc1_ce916d][bookmark: _LINE__23_bbfa19e2_f8b7_48f4_a363_55b7be][bookmark: _LINE__24_e58c5438_d9d5_4336_b979_fec648][bookmark: _LINE__25_e7b5ae6d_2cf8_442d_a4ce_1166d6][bookmark: _LINE__26_0b2ac324_7689_44f8_b9a6_d15a46][bookmark: _LINE__27_61bbb89a_64a8_4296_a9da_050433]This bill codifies judicial deference to agency interpretation of statutes and rules that agencies administer.  The bill establishes a 2-part test to be used by courts when reviewing an agency's interpretation of a statute it administers or a rule it has adopted.  The bill requires the court to give effect to the statute's or rule's plain meaning if the statute or rule is unambiguous.  If the language of the statute or rule is ambiguous, the court is required to defer to the agency if the statute or rule is within the scope of the agency's expertise and the agency's interpretation is reasonable.
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