132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Amend Laws Governing the Public Utilities Commission Concerning Participant Funding
L.D. 
An Act to Amend Laws Governing the Public Utilities Commission Concerning Participant Funding
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__f31b1e5f_2404_41f8_ac6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__06326af9_c513_4781_a962_ad121][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__89068e96_5748_4b44_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_5bbd7818_1d99_4ae6_8bd1_d905305][bookmark: _PAR__1_095e7051_44dd_419e_8bda_7a314f55][bookmark: _LINE__1_cb24db63_b632_43cd_a276_0f8f341]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6ecdcf79_2b91_4ab6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__15a01b84_c828_4042_88cf_0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__3c4a6f9c_e600_42ae_86][bookmark: _PAR__2_b4443d74_0d10_4ee2_b3e8_5958d551][bookmark: _LINE__2_ec7dfc3e_c39e_4f0e_850c_1642bfd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__97e2b859_a175_4ee2][bookmark: _LINE__3_b840e613_f822_43d3_a922_d9f1f9a]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §117, sub-§3, ¶B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 143, §§1 to 3, is further amended by amending subparagraph (4) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5f254dda_4022_4a42_ab4f_aa9][bookmark: _PAR__3_36ed2d92_6e1e_4dfc_990a_0e7cfdbf][bookmark: _LINE__4_200520bf_4b8e_4a69_99eb_f885a4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3fa93695_e325_4c75_9a28][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3cc663c8_09d5_4fc5_86e][bookmark: _LINE__5_09e16a8d_e44a_416c_803b_6dcba2f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__688b7ca7_2d07_415f_9db][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5624edcc_4c4b_4340_91](4)  To supplement the telecommunications education access fund established pursuant to section 7104‑B; or
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4f303fa0_0945_4ac2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6f96c973_a44d_45a7_8d7b_6][bookmark: _PAR__4_7dfa5fc0_63f4_4f81_9da5_bb9d5dda][bookmark: _LINE__6_2e423a90_0282_4f67_b7d5_99bb9bb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4d841eed_6b3f_4c1c][bookmark: _LINE__7_3e1e680d_782f_4b15_8e25_adbe4da]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §117, sub-§3, ¶B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 143, §§1 to 3, is further amended by amending subparagraph (5) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f48ec755_7add_43e1_9f8d_984][bookmark: _PAR__5_69ca477d_bd35_4818_a9a2_69e8eaf9][bookmark: _LINE__8_0de7a4a5_ca6c_4df6_b726_cddc1b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb7f7c26_c5b4_4e7f_89dc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a9d94ed7_04c9_41ed_a09][bookmark: _LINE__9_1dbb60e0_fcd5_4ab5_bda9_d037645][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a2adc3cc_0758_43ee_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__409875e4_29a6_4fb0_b8](5)  To supplement any other program or fund that the commission determines would benefit customers affected or potentially affected by the violation; or.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__46259a24_a2c4_45ff][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b86589dc_cc74_4d28_ad78_3][bookmark: _PAR__6_ad5481eb_a91c_4d07_a035_a7840469][bookmark: _LINE__10_05834e3a_968e_4bb7_ac70_ff7f07][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2f159b14_21c7_4e47][bookmark: _LINE__11_90be69b0_9939_4680_94b9_e63f6b]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §117, sub-§3, ¶B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 143, §§1 to 3, is further amended by repealing subparagraph (6).
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__35d66dd6_74a2_497d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__22918d69_46ce_4bf7_9616_5][bookmark: _PAR__7_78ca1694_5d40_43e3_9392_644ae91a][bookmark: _LINE__12_cfd3aae0_ebe3_41e0_ab0d_151613][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__837698f8_178a_41d8][bookmark: _LINE__13_f1d2e365_91a5_49ba_90ea_c16450]Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §1310-A, as amended by PL 2023, c. 143, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__e4cbe1ec_4b06_4e35_9837_a10b][bookmark: _PAR__8_25455230_5982_4c49_a65f_54357d14][bookmark: _LINE__14_76456721_81b9_4678_8be6_0403ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__194f74e7_0754_4f6e_8b17][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4ca2c3a0_8955_4c9c_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f46e1219_10ec_49a3_ae]§1310-A.  Intervenor and participant funding
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__45c954bc_0b83_4268_b2a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1574b089_d01f_43b1_8d8c_53b][bookmark: _PAR__9_6c2be89f_e400_40dd_930c_cd293f42][bookmark: _LINE__15_f2668781_d6a0_490a_9ffd_0fbb7e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d8631b73_3b2b_483f_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ffa927a3_61be_4a03_aba][bookmark: _LINE__16_7dc80ba7_3510_43af_a37a_a764aa][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ea89f980_6e86_442f_853][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5d89005f_0932_47d0_92b][bookmark: _LINE__17_8aec3276_8182_42c1_9432_b84c50][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__29a65e04_eb4b_4901_b7][bookmark: _LINE__18_51fb07ba_963b_4236_ba05_5e06b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c48eb843_4a7d_46c3_a1]1.  Qualification for funding.  Consistent with rules adopted by the commission pursuant to subsection 3, the commission may order or provide funding in accordance with subsection 2 to an intervenor in an adjudicatory proceeding or a participant in a nonadjudicatory commission proceeding upon a finding that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2a8aff66_2a3e_41e5_a50b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2bfdfe4f_3af2_46d5_b55e_dc22][bookmark: _PAR__10_06151b32_1979_48cc_825c_e8778dc][bookmark: _LINE__19_da67f249_0e49_4c8f_a8cf_eb10f0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__babc4693_362a_44ec_a07][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1e0bbd7c_0037_4345_a6][bookmark: _LINE__20_2f0908d9_e036_480b_9672_9c98c4]A.  The position of the intervenor or participant is not adequately represented by the Office of the Public Advocate or commission staff;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5dcbde77_a74c_4c2c_aee6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d80c67b0_e828_4f53_822a_bbc][bookmark: _PAR__13_61bb4f6a_e760_43bd_a376_a793b66][bookmark: _LINE__25_950caf8f_9b2c_4150_93cc_be187f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1cba120d_79fe_4239_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5a8c8aca_70f2_4508_af6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b4d01b31_e8be_4038_b13][bookmark: _LINE__26_03c87d59_d861_4648_9e07_b427c1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__40df95fe_b014_4848_8c][bookmark: _LINE__27_09e0117a_a33d_4096_a695_29b83c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8f107326_c0ed_4075_89][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__eae00d19_ab1f_401f_9af][bookmark: _LINE__28_fee70cfa_cd28_4eed_af7b_cbec8c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d334a2a3_38b4_4b0c_812]2.  Funding sources.  If the commission finds pursuant to subsection 1 that an intervenor or participant in a commission proceeding qualifies for funding, the commission may, except as provided in subsection 2‑A and consistent with rules adopted by the commission pursuant to subsection 3:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f1b2c4c3_a039_4e79_a6e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7054e4f4_d005_49a4_9b14_20d6][bookmark: _PAR__14_b4b864b4_b271_4a5a_9489_860219f][bookmark: _LINE__29_c3b1f48f_e94d_4ed8_9704_27aa5d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7b2f283b_57b5_47d6_973][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8e480002_9119_4cf3_87][bookmark: _LINE__30_b8998a4b_a872_4b15_936f_bea270][bookmark: _LINE__31_2123fb38_5827_484b_bd5f_924155]A.  Order a utility involved in the commission proceeding to compensate the intervenor or participant.  Compensation provided by a utility under this paragraph may be recovered in rates; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b8b5c09b_9a92_4bd0_997f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1bec1aca_9bf6_4e43_972a_68c1][bookmark: _PAR__15_83e9a5af_01b4_402a_9c4b_36f433e][bookmark: _LINE__32_d55f54a9_8a05_4cc1_ae84_ba5f86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5ef72858_f903_4c1c_912][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4048d0ee_8a2b_4062_81][bookmark: _LINE__33_f56ba1c3_670b_4966_af68_835f8e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f541c3e3_3a44_4713_bc2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dd1e33f7_42ff_4725_84][bookmark: _LINE__34_18be5406_181f_4b31_81f7_3696c9][bookmark: _LINE__35_4c8263f3_9f3f_45f3_8463_6b0a7a]B.  Provide compensation to the intervenor or participant from the Public Utilities Commission Regulatory Fund established pursuant to section 116, administrative penalties and filing fees, subject to the commission's determination that funds are available for that purpose.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3c1c2b97_16a7_4182_a126][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b5641656_88e6_4c89_b85d_93f][bookmark: _PAR__16_7276d9a6_5cd1_45ed_bec5_abfece7][bookmark: _LINE__36_7e8e6d33_8739_4c3c_8eea_e9ada6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__866cbd3b_0875_4a02_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9d53e520_8a46_42db_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__97af8878_96dd_4eed_a3a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__99dd6ed7_c798_4fbd_80d][bookmark: _LINE__37_3741de27_4b10_4192_a8de_37fcd1][bookmark: _LINE__38_3c65a29b_af65_465d_9ff6_0c24ca][bookmark: _LINE__39_c4b54480_9e50_4bc2_8419_f2e770][bookmark: _LINE__40_e30c5020_7bf5_4471_a7c9_0b0e53][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c1ca58b0_e6b3_418b_a17][bookmark: _LINE__41_63ba38a5_fe2a_4441_8db9_af8ae3]2-A.  Water utility exception.  If the commission finds, pursuant to subsection 1, that an intervenor or participant in a commission proceeding involving a water utility qualifies for funding, the commission may, consistent with rules adopted by the commission, provide compensation to the intervenor or participant only from administrative penalties within the Public Utilities Commission Reimbursement Fund in accordance with section 117, subsection 3, paragraph B, subparagraph (6).
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ca4c82af_14d0_48be_84ad_a0b][bookmark: _PAR__4_c85818b9_acec_413a_a284_0ec0c319][bookmark: _LINE__8_5fa33f8a_6d77_45b2_bd69_5f92210][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8d0fc2c_e04f_4d8c_8b87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0bd79098_7562_4938_b3b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1b8ce7c3_6e4e_4bb5_bb][bookmark: _LINE__9_a1a636dc_4fba_4234_9abb_46c47ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b81f356a_f273_4daf_a8][bookmark: _LINE__10_55032fce_2c55_450e_a8d1_49c783][bookmark: _LINE__11_35acf63d_b6ff_4bd7_9cd4_86e8ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__62a96629_55f3_4008_b8](2)  Identification of which expenses incurred by an intervenor or participant may qualify for funding, which types of proceedings intervenor or participant funding will be available for and the point in an eligible proceeding at which an intervenor or participant qualifying for funding will be provided with the funding;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f0bdbacc_1bcf_4df2_a81b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6be40af7_4410_4ab8_84a6_c6a8][bookmark: _PAR__7_e382371e_a74c_4164_893d_495db2cf][bookmark: _LINE__18_ffe0c347_f3a7_4ac6_9a34_bb36bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4dac1c2f_096f_4410_a1b][bookmark: _LINE__19_e17c8be7_416b_447b_9454_ba4b5e]B.  Rules adopted by the commission pursuant to this subsection may include, but are not limited to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b7cbf843_94b3_4de5_8a77_20e][bookmark: _PAR__8_68840978_7b57_4875_8809_ac575f20][bookmark: _LINE__20_aa0f9154_8677_47f2_91f1_20c19f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1ce164e3_c0d6_4763_84d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1282348d_ad83_489e_a2a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aab1d8b0_54d7_418e_9a][bookmark: _LINE__21_b9134577_6f2e_49b6_9c47_c44b0b](1)  Establishment of a cap on the amount of funding that a qualified intervenor or participant may be provided in a commission proceeding;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ad891828_9f4e_43de_9046_f20][bookmark: _PAR__9_3d1da34c_6740_4dbd_87a2_cecb120b][bookmark: _LINE__22_48e2c05a_4c7f_4b44_a1ef_446a5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__16a0212e_ef61_4db8_8ddb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b2833de2_dcd2_493a_90d][bookmark: _LINE__23_91edafbc_1e0a_4cc1_982f_5b723f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3cc94804_849c_4f6e_9a][bookmark: _LINE__24_1da30270_1239_456d_9738_d4baf0][bookmark: _LINE__25_0501e00b_5d2c_42a4_95b0_b370e6][bookmark: _LINE__26_1a47fcd9_830f_4009_ae2c_93de63][bookmark: _LINE__27_995a68ff_db71_465e_b6d6_605b2d][bookmark: _LINE__28_6edaac88_df0b_4fd4_ae94_7ab771](2)  Establishment of a process by which the commission will give priority under this section to qualified intervenors or participants representing environmental justice populations.  If the commission establishes such a process by rule, the commission, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Protection, shall include in that rule a definition for "environmental justice populations" that is consistent with any definition for that term adopted by the department in a department rule; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_55ed5187_3b06_4c0a_a4c6_833a791][bookmark: _LINE__32_358088a0_0e0c_4d05_a5d1_8f1a34][bookmark: _LINE__33_ce3fc08c_7177_441b_bc48_5a33db][bookmark: _LINE__34_bf8572dc_2fe4_41b2_b8a8_6b1b60][bookmark: _LINE__35_edc04c33_33fc_40a3_8694_1baa67]This bill removes the authority of the Public Utilities Commission to use administrative penalties collected by the commission for intervenor funding.  It also removes the authority of the commission to allow participants in commission nonadjudicatory proceedings to receive funding similar to funding for intervenors in commission proceedings.
LR1159, item 1 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
