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An Act to Establish a Navigator Position in the Department of Health and Human Services for Families and Children Involved in the Foster Care System
L.D. 
An Act to Establish a Navigator Position in the Department of Health and Human Services for Families and Children Involved in the Foster Care System
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0169e0de_cc89_4ff1_a16a_5778][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bee1c317_5dcf_4fda_a0d][bookmark: _PAR__6_7911e131_2796_4f29_b943_3e092eff][bookmark: _LINE__6_5a43f4c0_e88f_41f3_9cf5_f48429a][bookmark: _LINE__7_d1d30871_12f2_42e2_a12a_16fefaa][bookmark: _LINE__8_fe59ff5a_0c60_4f52_a1bb_2cb79e7][bookmark: _LINE__9_758fc308_fb0b_4634_a555_c58395b][bookmark: _LINE__10_9c4eef99_4bf2_43ff_bd0a_096d0d]The resource family navigator, referred to in this subchapter as "the navigator," is established as an independent navigator within the department who shall provide resources and information to resource families.  The navigator shall consider and promote the best interests of the child and assist resource families and children in the child welfare system receiving services from the department.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__af6a4de0_0cdd_4921_9c37][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__edd31996_b69c_40e9_8a94_2a6c][bookmark: _PAR__11_5c9b0f25_96cb_4724_8608_fed16d1][bookmark: _LINE__19_f20d14f2_d2e7_48e7_a7f3_ed6e78][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9f0fb6fc_eb61_4914_ae3][bookmark: _LINE__20_a1d38755_4943_4698_abd9_e62011]C.  Provide referrals to available resources and information about the means of obtaining services from the department.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5ce198c4_baff_4737_8f7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__80b3f6f4_7f4f_41bb_ac18_6f9][bookmark: _PAR__14_6cdfe089_0ba6_48f5_b7ef_dd7ea30][bookmark: _LINE__27_98c13ba7_3208_4bd2_9e0a_9cd7bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8ebf0f57_5de0_45a4_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f87329c_4eaf_4a22_861][bookmark: _LINE__28_6fb37c13_6b10_4a51_8669_6ec1ed][bookmark: _LINE__29_13525a0d_510b_48cc_9f1d_885b8b][bookmark: _LINE__30_6c4fb76e_05d3_48a1_a744_6c0ce5]4.  Confidentiality of records.  Information held by and records and case-specific reports maintained by the navigator are confidential.  Disclosure may be made as allowed or required in accordance with the provisions of section 4008, subsections 2 and 3.  Unlawful dissemination is subject to the provisions of section 4008, subsection 4.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__11765594_5bb6][bookmark: _PAR__15_78641e14_cdc1_42ef_9d76_cf20c33][bookmark: _LINE__31_9f05acf5_dc9d_433e_af4d_f1782a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__998f8af2_ef65_4e44][bookmark: _LINE__32_7a9c3291_4ced_4231_839e_22431d][bookmark: _LINE__33_9d190d4e_b6dd_40da_91b3_0d093d][bookmark: _LINE__34_a5950e32_d4c4_4f5c_9f94_4e1b0f][bookmark: _LINE__35_b521052b_f7d4_4b5d_8dfa_806ee0][bookmark: _LINE__36_733058c3_c418_4521_9d5e_24336b]Sec. 2. Report.  The resource family navigator established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 4087-E shall, no later than December 6, 2023, submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services with the number of people served by the resource family navigator and a description of the issues addressed by the navigator.  The committee may report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature relating to the report.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__77130c1f_a987_4f93_a021_7e15ba][bookmark: _PAGE__2_a45dff8d_62bc_44b8_8d86_ece76d1][bookmark: _PAR__1_09c7aa2c_1922_4418_a4da_20655240][bookmark: _LINE__1_d2f77612_d79d_4bc1_a7bd_63d4509]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_faaabb46_ae8a_4895_84dd_7a34534e][bookmark: _LINE__2_a89b996e_0fa1_40c5_9e51_cbb1f1f][bookmark: _LINE__3_3807d6e8_d817_4942_b559_c15cefb][bookmark: _LINE__4_e02ff97a_8714_43d0_a56c_2805b5b][bookmark: _LINE__5_73a975cb_c991_4e10_a8fe_c0fbdc5][bookmark: _LINE__6_67bc3d9e_24c3_4bc4_96a8_9758174][bookmark: _LINE__7_e4325756_33b5_446f_8452_c6b1d21][bookmark: _LINE__8_c7cd4352_8b8e_4889_87d2_a80c70e][bookmark: _LINE__9_81bec415_f4ad_4ed5_96c9_b47d092][bookmark: _LINE__10_cd0bc6c9_48ec_41a9_8194_410550]This bill establishes a navigator position within the Department of Health and Human Services to provide assistance to resource families and foster families caring for children involved in the child welfare system.  The position is appointed by the Commissioner of Health and Human Services for a 6-year term and may be dismissed only for cause.  The navigator provides assistance to resource families, foster parents and children who request assistance with identifying resources, advocating within the department and agencies providing resources and providing referrals. The navigator must be given access to department records and files for the purposes of providing services; those records remain confidential and may be disclosed only in accordance with existing law.
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