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An Act to Ensure Treatment for MaineCare Recipients with Serious Mental Illness by Prohibiting the Requirements for Prior Authorization and Step Therapy for Medications
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_f819413a_d6ec_4950_ad96_16c7731a][bookmark: _LINE__3_b9e8ceda_3084_44ac_9e4f_4c9975a][bookmark: _LINE__4_db4bfdfe_f8b4_4c99_aabe_590a95c][bookmark: _LINE__5_df9783d8_d35e_4f68_917d_12cef93][bookmark: _LINE__6_5d672fcb_ae74_4f35_943f_4edfe5b][bookmark: _LINE__7_c1359433_bb23_4e8a_9a5f_a2a4515]Whereas, this legislation is needed to immediately remove the requirements for prior authorization and step therapy for medications used to treat serious mental illness, requirements that create unnecessary and potentially devastating interruptions in patient care and unnecessary burdens for health care providers and that have the unintentional effect of more costly and catastrophic outcomes; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c8ffdb13_84b1_4c40_a1c9_c253cc1a][bookmark: _LINE__8_140f6b27_4029_4c2e_a6cb_6cc279b][bookmark: _LINE__9_6ab15afb_960d_4911_8c61_3b7c3ef][bookmark: _LINE__10_7f8be482_9870_4058_b130_a0384d][bookmark: _LINE__11_b4d3aa14_3de0_4b7e_9ad3_f1c130]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6fe81a48_d6a4_4dc4_bd0f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__99c16603_0db3_4713_a56a_dba8][bookmark: _PAR__8_2020e2dd_b672_4fea_98ea_01b4af8c][bookmark: _LINE__17_2066696e_56d4_4f9b_8cd3_739cf5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73be5482_2624_462f_ba1][bookmark: _LINE__18_34424225_5bcb_4a70_bdf0_e0d5b7][bookmark: _LINE__19_a488111d_4c5d_4496_956d_8d87d7][bookmark: _LINE__20_53fcb9c2_526a_4153_b375_0dfc73]A. "Serious mental illness" means a mental disorder listed in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders published in 2022 by the American Psychiatric Association that results in serious functional impairment that substantially interferes with or limits one or more major life activities. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4d3066f2_929c_45e7_94f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c8ad6253_5080_4e43_9f4b_2fb7][bookmark: _PAR__9_eef1acaa_ab7e_49f4_ba57_9433269a][bookmark: _LINE__21_a3ec2304_71cf_4dd6_a62b_fd1175][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5f916a69_74e7_44ac_b2a][bookmark: _LINE__22_fdd3a80d_0c21_4d56_b53a_e5d270][bookmark: _LINE__23_309f0f5b_f031_4415_9247_71f2de][bookmark: _LINE__24_a2c0a8a9_49e0_4638_b2c7_1a8d79]B. "Step therapy protocol" means a protocol or tiered program that establishes a specific sequence in which prescription drugs for a specified medical condition are medically necessary for a particular MaineCare member and are covered under this chapter, including self-administered and physician-administered drugs. 
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