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An Act to Replace the Participation Threshold in Votes to Adopt or Alter a Municipal Charter with a Lower Approval Threshold
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_d1a03cdf_5da2_4d54_b1e2_de929de3][bookmark: _LINE__20_41d978a6_fb26_41ad_aa24_86c79d][bookmark: _LINE__21_114abdda_4d88_4174_af26_b53d67][bookmark: _LINE__22_6dd1e75c_88cc_4ba7_b4f0_bda9a5][bookmark: _LINE__23_30b9b59a_778e_4c0c_affe_0e073e][bookmark: _LINE__24_0696f261_c258_4cb1_a253_47f573][bookmark: _LINE__25_05cc65a1_e39d_4ed0_b20a_3aeadd][bookmark: _LINE__26_0d6529c1_9e99_4635_af27_5acfe5][bookmark: _LINE__27_1b6788da_43d9_4a10_b3f6_f092f3][bookmark: _LINE__28_9f49567b_0875_4a48_900a_5d40a3]This bill changes the requirements for a new municipal charter, charter revision, charter modification or charter amendment in a question before the voters to go into effect.  Current law requires that the total number of votes cast for and against the question equals or exceeds 30% of the total votes cast in the municipality in the last gubernatorial election.  The bill requires instead that the number of votes cast in favor of the question equals or exceeds 15% of the total votes cast in the municipality in the last gubernatorial election.  Also, while this bill does not change the requirement that a majority of votes cast for and against the proposed change be in favor of it in order for that change to go into effect, it clarifies that blank votes are not counted in that calculation.
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