132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Require Insurance Coverage for Covered Dental Services Provided by Licensed Dental Hygienists and to Authorize Licensed Dental Hygienists to Bill Commercial Dental Insurance
L.D. 
An Act to Require Insurance Coverage for Covered Dental Services Provided by Licensed Dental Hygienists and to Authorize Licensed Dental Hygienists to Bill Commercial Dental Insurance
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__66edb071_b03a_4f01_a62][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__20e902a1_cc35_4563_b412_0c1ec][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e996654d_df66_45dd_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_af25c2e7_cf3c_4477_9fde_ab59d48][bookmark: _PAR__1_14fd89d7_580b_45aa_a261_e6bc1549][bookmark: _LINE__1_dcbebf99_9fe9_4855_82e1_dd9b659]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1674f700_78b1_43ff_be08][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__da48ad84_b181_43ce_9152_638][bookmark: _PAR__3_19842a2c_3b7a_4cb9_b38f_15dc08d9][bookmark: _LINE__3_d0ddb594_9fb4_416f_a9f3_064a729][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fd74b4d3_5f16_4a2a_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1d7f9c3d_e9f8_4034_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b8641bae_5390_445f_8da][bookmark: _LINE__4_8e720566_90cf_4761_9f74_45f4c51]21-A.  Title 24-A, sections 2765-B and 2847-X.  Coverage for services provided by dental hygienists, Title 24-A, sections 2765-B and 2847-X;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8a2e7c30_b941_410a_a71e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__47c1cf8e_cd06_41ef_8b0c_7d5][bookmark: _PAR__6_f79db2a0_9a88_4a70_a22b_d285d2b6][bookmark: _LINE__7_e69c1bdb_3bcd_43b8_9682_83cc3c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f902f3dd_799e_41fd_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a462de74_d17b_4ccf_b76][bookmark: _LINE__8_4fe19667_74e7_425f_9532_0b943f1][bookmark: _LINE__9_b7927065_ca98_43f1_bf04_b9b0291][bookmark: _LINE__10_71615579_c74c_409e_8fd2_52c4ad][bookmark: _LINE__11_3f5f4a52_b7ec_41ce_929a_177a0f]1.  Services provided by dental hygienist.  An insurer that issues individual dental insurance or health insurance that includes coverage for dental services shall provide coverage for dental services performed by a dental hygienist licensed under Title 32, chapter 143 when those services are covered services under the contract and when they are within the lawful scope of practice of the dental hygienist.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d7742e4c_3f4c_4497_a52f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e34a5a2b_788e_4a8d_b774_5889][bookmark: _PAR__9_4e710f11_5f93_4ce0_a971_28191445][bookmark: _LINE__19_a14f18b2_efe7_474e_87ec_4d7abc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7b82a006_918c_47fc_87e][bookmark: _LINE__20_593344ad_89bb_4bd0_b0ec_b5c06e][bookmark: _LINE__21_0cef6089_b7bd_4e10_b429_a77e25][bookmark: _LINE__22_45ffb312_e48f_41bc_95bc_37e0fe][bookmark: _LINE__23_eb891a57_55d7_4a89_9efe_6acc53]A. The insurer must facilitate the ability of the dental hygienist to directly bill the insurer for services that are within the lawful scope of practice of a dental hygienist. The dental hygienist must adhere to any billing, documentation and reporting requirements established by the insurer to ensure that all claims for reimbursement are properly submitted and meet the insurer's standards for payment; and 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b42077a6_cb30_4155_b723][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cd0d9ce2_d04e_4373_82f8_1d76][bookmark: _PAR__10_4930aa3e_9d9a_4ee3_988f_2243a58][bookmark: _LINE__24_82041ba3_2966_44ba_ab9f_41e195][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__354080da_c62b_4e40_97e][bookmark: _LINE__25_cbeb77b3_ec2e_48b6_8979_2d73d3][bookmark: _LINE__26_94a1573d_92c3_4901_9c8b_e99706][bookmark: _LINE__27_8ca8ecea_3d47_4ac9_8b9e_804b4c]B. The insurer must reimburse the dental hygienist for services in the same manner as the insurer reimburses a dentist for the same services and may not reimburse the dental hygienist at a lower reimbursement rate for providing the same services as a dentist if those services are within the lawful scope of practice of a dental hygienist.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__7f38a489_871c_418c_902d_4555][bookmark: _PAR__12_260c467e_9969_4021_bd91_8b334c0][bookmark: _LINE__29_69c17c01_aa04_4a19_8734_83e5c3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0841d4e0_1227_446d_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__44a2ed43_86e5_4fcc_a346][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6b3f109c_1a71_4b5e_86]§2847-X.  Coverage for services provided by dental hygienist; direct billing
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a09cd3a1_acad_47cb_b867][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ebdc9a74_3973_4087_87f0_e4c4][bookmark: _PAR__2_73dc9a06_264d_414c_9391_38859fc4][bookmark: _LINE__6_c7696c0a_8b74_449c_adb9_98db440][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4294cb88_b2c2_41c5_ac5][bookmark: _LINE__7_dea8adef_99af_48a2_ac08_0b4008d][bookmark: _LINE__8_9469a7e2_4ad6_4293_be62_d59987b][bookmark: _LINE__9_e06576ca_1f46_4ea6_a901_4e7e57d]B. The insurer must reimburse the dental hygienist for services in the same manner as the insurer reimburses a dentist for the same services and may not reimburse the dental hygienist at a lower reimbursement rate for providing the same services as a dentist if those services are within the lawful scope of practice of a dental hygienist.
[bookmark: _APPLICATION_CLAUSE__387d63c8_9710_4e4d_][bookmark: _PAR__3_cd3e234d_d201_4120_b75f_a3a54f65][bookmark: _LINE__10_5722dc4f_ce7e_40b6_adda_1ee06d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__55107c62_b120_48c8][bookmark: _LINE__11_cc416759_7be5_41d3_84d3_bb0362][bookmark: _LINE__12_f99c64d3_a9df_432c_8903_1a56d2][bookmark: _LINE__13_7db4832b_7052_4803_adcc_995385][bookmark: _LINE__14_e28fd695_fec6_4f1f_9777_307f21][bookmark: _LINE__15_7705a720_9632_4200_b46b_633eb9]Sec. 4.  Application. This Act applies to all individual and group dental insurance policies, contracts and certificates and health insurance policies, contracts and certificates that provide coverage for dental services that are executed, delivered, issued for delivery, continued or renewed in this State on or after January 1, 2026. For purposes of this Act, all contracts are deemed to be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the contract date.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_99880d50_3307_47fc_a9f6_73545c5f][bookmark: _LINE__17_748dd4f8_8a6d_4c55_a79c_140a99][bookmark: _LINE__18_dec668b8_c75d_4130_a34c_d094cc][bookmark: _LINE__19_9d40c3f7_9e57_463f_b1da_356f16][bookmark: _LINE__20_f34dc175_c93e_408f_905c_a0c6a9]This bill requires insurance carriers that provide coverage for dental insurance to provide coverage for services performed by a licensed dental hygienist acting within the scope of the dental hygienist's license and to reimburse those dental hygienists that directly bill for those services.
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