131st Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding the Funding Formula for Adult Education
L.D. 
An Act Regarding the Funding Formula for Adult Education
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__4190519f_9f60_4934_86c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__107c1c68_81b0_47b2_b409_3a6b0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__5e1c1076_acae_4701_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_3dec36ae_d7bb_4cc0_86ae_db262e1][bookmark: _PAR__1_e522f2c6_0d59_4d7b_b18e_4bd98850][bookmark: _LINE__1_972efff5_ebd1_48c2_8edb_8a580e7]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__705969c4_4aeb][bookmark: _PAR__4_5dadd55a_2409_4ffb_a7e9_52e15677][bookmark: _LINE__9_65a0d35f_b9f9_4c54_9275_0a6fc1b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d5b976ef_add4_4a65][bookmark: _LINE__10_ca8c920d_f073_412f_a34d_7a3f32][bookmark: _LINE__11_3fb5046e_4443_4e5e_bf26_36930f][bookmark: _LINE__12_a55249b5_6c11_4a10_82e2_581f80][bookmark: _LINE__13_da6efeed_8651_4981_a358_b61782]Sec. 2.  Department of Education adult education system and reimbursement formula working group.  The Department of Education shall establish a working group, or as an alternative hire and fund an outside agency, to analyze the State's adult education system and reimbursement formula to ensure it meets the following criteria:
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_b8ee3231_c730_4fb3_8271_c922f27a][bookmark: _LINE__17_c6cadbc0_02e3_428f_9655_5852b9][bookmark: _LINE__18_6aa88cee_ea7e_4641_a1a3_ef9d06][bookmark: _LINE__19_85201920_e2a7_4430_b82c_db9bdd]3.  All funds appropriated and allocated for adult education, including grants, additional state funds and federal funds, are being used to their best potential to meet the needs of the State's adults; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_2677b535_d3c6_4731_be2c_d96145c1][bookmark: _LINE__22_e6f1b9cc_c84b_4b20_81d1_bb55ad][bookmark: _LINE__23_abbe8122_9f44_4442_a778_3a3e7a][bookmark: _LINE__24_6edbabc4_a25c_4fb8_99b8_ffdfcb][bookmark: _LINE__25_4f534d1c_6791_4384_8f95_5517d4][bookmark: _LINE__26_090b0e65_2b02_40a1_b3cd_13e9c9][bookmark: _LINE__27_c09a8ce8_591a_4af7_ba1f_20ab8a]The working group shall consult with adult education programs throughout the State, a statewide adult education association, personnel of the department's office of adult education and others as needed to fully explore and remedy the formula.  The department shall report with the findings of the working group no later than December 6, 2023 to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, which may report out a bill based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_d0dd2e07_9676_4e93_86ba_baf58ac7][bookmark: _LINE__3_eb62c493_7273_4839_a447_976006f][bookmark: _LINE__4_1d04a446_bbd5_4dd6_b56f_4f9017a][bookmark: _LINE__5_3edd6fea_3d79_4314_a1bb_77ac12b][bookmark: _LINE__6_56ecf8ae_dee1_4c15_8685_6f51bb4][bookmark: _LINE__7_ffcf8862_a072_421a_b991_cc2aac8][bookmark: _LINE__8_3bdb1e3d_80b4_42d2_9552_bf3f349][bookmark: _LINE__9_e710dd73_3fa7_4106_856b_cfbd16c][bookmark: _LINE__10_04530424_619f_4c1f_9dee_bb1e64]It directs the department to establish a working group, or as an alternative hire and fund an outside agency, to analyze the State's adult education system and reimbursement formula to ensure: the formula is fair and meets the needs of adult education programs; adult education is funded at a comparable level to kindergarten to grade 12 education, career and technical education and community colleges; all funds appropriated and allocated for adult education, including grants, additional state funds and federal funds, are being used to their best potential to meet the needs of the State's adults; and communities are incentivized to use, and are rewarded for using, local funding for adult education.
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