131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Support Extraction of Common Minerals by Amending the Maine Metallic Mineral Mining Act
L.D. 
An Act to Support Extraction of Common Minerals by Amending the Maine Metallic Mineral Mining Act
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__15211cb8_9057_4288][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0ffbe69d_fc63_46e6_aa86_7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__4ac2f8ca_0c9a_4a94_90][bookmark: _PAR__2_0ff14f7d_c98e_47de_899e_b958d319][bookmark: _LINE__2_61b30f89_5af2_4601_a36e_7937d84][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__dda9e44d_b330_4007]Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §490-MM, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e549b77a_b1bb_4d78][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__177b8f0e_9fd7_4138_8a70_9][bookmark: _PAR__6_3b3b8094_118e_49b3_ba62_dedfa2a5][bookmark: _LINE__13_13a134d3_6fd5_4148_8016_e48530][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__654f498b_5cf6_4d72][bookmark: _LINE__14_cd943282_b7e0_4542_ab82_b43494]Sec. 3.  38 MRSA §490-MM, sub-§11, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 653, §23 and affected by §33, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f5d2d141_2c71_4410][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__201035fa_a6c5_49bc_884d_4][bookmark: _PAR__8_dd6b94eb_8a3c_4af8_aef5_d48c8aef][bookmark: _LINE__22_1064d5f2_2576_4f00_be91_c88736][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cd7df7ad_96e4_4b00][bookmark: _LINE__23_6e08f0ae_3aee_4a45_ae3c_99dad4]Sec. 4.  38 MRSA §490-OO, sub-§4, ¶D, as amended by PL 2017, c. 142, §7, is further amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8c9426e2_08d5_4cd6_a28][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__15f59b82_d343_44cb_91fd_73b7][bookmark: _PAR__9_c808fa42_d21d_4abd_91bd_6ba7ed87][bookmark: _LINE__24_4e9d003b_e8cf_402d_9d5a_8267ff][bookmark: _LINE__25_092770cb_5807_4344_a9cb_fbb061][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bfa82655_8428_4456_90e][bookmark: _LINE__26_b8be4f08_b8fd_4aa1_8268_3a7017][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e3c12f2c_d325_4cc3_a6][bookmark: _LINE__27_5532c86d_0956_417f_98f7_848b47][bookmark: _LINE__28_bbf44313_b063_42dc_b05e_f5ab2a][bookmark: _LINE__29_becfefa0_180e_46e0_b524_7694c3][bookmark: _LINE__30_e66be479_7a53_43a7_8d82_f7dc31][bookmark: _LINE__31_bc9491cb_eede_4b09_ae53_e97a8b]In determining compliance with this standard, the department shall require groundwater monitoring consistent with the standards established pursuant to section 490‑QQ, subsection 3, except that facilities that crush and mechanically sort material excavated from an open-pit mining operation that has a permit in good standing under this article are exempt from the requirements of section 490-QQ as long as the crushing, sorting, storage, loading and unloading of the material takes place in a building or shelter that prevents rain, snow, snowmelt, ice melt and runoff from commingling with the material.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ab1c2d79_95dd_4d71][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bb40f615_c45c_476b_b4d2_2][bookmark: _PAR__10_abecfa7c_00f8_4dd1_b936_f6fd774][bookmark: _LINE__32_15ad69ad_a78d_421e_9200_ca91c9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f2d89774_9101_4eba][bookmark: _LINE__33_f82d8a61_dd4d_4c29_885a_e3a8ba]Sec. 5.  38 MRSA §490-OO, sub-§4, ¶O, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 142, §8, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_ee6309a8_6cc5_40c4_a6a1_bde4ba61][bookmark: _LINE__23_c538fff7_6177_4cf1_842c_b4ceef][bookmark: _LINE__24_2535dd6c_2eed_417c_9ae7_9e5c7f][bookmark: _LINE__25_31c0586e_572d_4af8_a6b4_b0d021][bookmark: _LINE__26_4b682a4c_ce9c_4f2b_8e23_24bd23][bookmark: _LINE__27_daf8ccdb_4476_46f5_a1a0_5b99f2][bookmark: _LINE__28_ea98f4fd_d2ab_4d14_a916_2a1421][bookmark: _LINE__29_33c97765_f812_404b_b8d4_0ec7ba][bookmark: _LINE__30_f315dfde_8cbd_4d5d_a7c8_bbfec7]This bill amends the definition of "metallic mineral" in the Maine Metallic Mineral Mining Act.  It provides that mining does not include calcium carbonate or limestone extraction or beneficiation to produce cement.  It provides that permitted facilities that crush and mechanically sort material excavated from an open-pit mining operation are exempt from the performance, operation and reclamation standards in the Maine Metallic Mineral Mining Act under certain conditions.  It allows the use of open-pit mining if certain conditions are met and establishes standards for the reclamation of the open-pit area of an open-pit mining operation.
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