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An Act to Amend Provisions Regarding the Scallop Fishery License Apprentice Program, Licensing and Limited Access Areas
L.D. 
An Act to Amend Provisions Regarding the Scallop Fishery License Apprentice Program, Licensing and Limited Access Areas
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__40fe3d4d_e554][bookmark: _PAR__7_4b4c4485_a3d4_4eae_aa68_06e18ef3][bookmark: _LINE__24_12c093ce_003f_4b70_b591_0b7d58][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f368e90c_7e74_4ac1][bookmark: _LINE__25_9c2f566e_084f_4263_8a11_401a2a][bookmark: _LINE__26_9be26b0d_e85c_4cbb_b5e5_e42862][bookmark: _LINE__27_d5042a3c_d3e6_4283_b779_149bda][bookmark: _LINE__28_b3cec93d_5c4e_4029_a5e5_e8c5fc][bookmark: _LINE__29_a3a2ffdf_cdbf_4224_ae71_ba6d97][bookmark: _LINE__30_fd449b2b_8d56_4f3f_8b60_3394a7]Sec. 4. Department of Marine Resources to adopt rules regarding limited and rotational access to scallop harvesting areas. By January 1, 2026, the Department of Marine Resources shall adopt rules that allow all holders of hand fishing scallop licenses and scallop dragging licenses equal access to limited access scallop fishing areas during the same period and not on a rotational basis.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__f154c8ac_a2c9][bookmark: _PAR__8_2369a9df_42bd_449b_b864_bfa2d185][bookmark: _LINE__31_7ec17115_dae9_4688_84fa_de0f99][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f1a9b040_7008_4e4e][bookmark: _LINE__32_e4f9a0c4_b6f4_4869_8d35_5fd858][bookmark: _LINE__33_836572f8_4de3_44aa_a081_c0de13][bookmark: _LINE__34_2b6491df_7910_4e0c_8326_55f0a7][bookmark: _LINE__35_756e3313_32ce_48c9_9368_9e4c6a][bookmark: _LINE__36_3b640800_604d_4c4e_8111_a70334][bookmark: _LINE__37_5dc6307e_196f_4f7c_b0b1_c188f7][bookmark: _LINE__38_d0fa0d1d_a502_43a6_ac6c_be0c2c]Sec. 5. Department of Marine Resources to amend rules to replace scallop apprentice program conducted through lottery.  By October 1, 2026, the Department of Marine Resources shall adopt rules replacing the apprentice program for entry into the scallop fishery, which includes an apprentice license, conducted through a lottery with an apprentice program for entry into the scallop fishery, which includes an apprentice license, not conducted through a lottery. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_fbb994ac_8de7_4909_baae_8063fb88][bookmark: _LINE__5_35beabf3_a2cc_4a76_8c21_8e62335][bookmark: _LINE__6_a482424a_a144_4247_b209_6803923][bookmark: _LINE__7_726cde72_c810_4bd9_baf0_35c4344]2. Allowing a new entrant to be eligible for a hand fishing scallop license or a scallop dragging license only upon the termination of an existing hand fishing scallop license or a scallop dragging license; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_491a67a2_fe90_4f2b_8d88_6570353e][bookmark: _LINE__8_4929cb28_7780_4cbd_b9df_d050a10][bookmark: _LINE__9_d6997690_2bc4_4e95_ab21_1fd6770][bookmark: _LINE__10_9a3af33f_606f_4e7a_9a27_8f2682]3. Directing the Department of Marine Resources to adopt rules to allow all holders of hand fishing scallop licenses and scallop dragging licenses equal access to limited access scallop fishing areas during the same period and not on a rotational basis.
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