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An Act to Prohibit Life Sentences
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__54ca59e0_bb89_4b09][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d85d8c85_20f0_4221_8682_d][bookmark: _PAR__8_192cd264_a9e6_4420_8b0d_68e704a5][bookmark: _LINE__22_0ce0ca2b_75a8_4f14_96a5_cf0a1c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f6ae69c8_c823_41e2][bookmark: _LINE__23_a6d39680_df6e_45a9_9e52_fd1058]Sec. 3.  17-A MRSA §1603, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 113, Pt. A, §2, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_5629a91c_1922_4a86_8698_6fb772f2][bookmark: _LINE__14_25adeae7_e48d_44d4_9dce_35958e][bookmark: _LINE__15_ee6e750a_77c9_4de6_baf6_3ede58][bookmark: _LINE__16_bf888452_173c_4162_923e_93888e][bookmark: _LINE__17_3cea4870_e75b_4278_a892_a1b888]This bill amends the sentencing provisions under the Maine Criminal Code to provide that, for a person convicted of any crime under that Code on or after January 1, 2026, in sentencing the person, a court may not set a term of imprisonment for life or for any term of years equivalent to imprisonment for life.  
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5a9d1f43_5faf_413c_809b_2fe9d749][bookmark: _LINE__18_335264ca_b18e_4736_a30a_ec024e][bookmark: _LINE__19_2018ebc4_f76b_4d49_b97f_d21f17][bookmark: _LINE__20_f8dd6678_a150_46d0_9ff7_c636d1][bookmark: _LINE__21_5b4738b5_08ec_4b60_8061_1da3e1][bookmark: _LINE__22_396b50c1_b35b_41d3_9cdd_1270d9]The bill defines "term of years equivalent to imprisonment for life" to mean a sentence of imprisonment for a term of years that, as determined by the court based on the age of the convicted person at the time of sentencing and other factors determined by the court, is reasonably expected to result in the imprisonment of the person for the remainder of the person's life.
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