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An Act To Improve Teacher Certification during Staffing Shortages
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__97cb85d3_c266_4fc1_ab88_d1ce][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__13d8d1c2_6601_4bcc_914][bookmark: _PAR__4_d4c22930_02bd_4979_959e_517f663b][bookmark: _LINE__4_81d94d7c_3f34_4915_bb65_1c27b7c][bookmark: _LINE__5_c31628ca_a33a_439c_bd82_00b1763][bookmark: _LINE__6_82bea208_f622_47aa_b747_3e126bb][bookmark: _LINE__7_d65bad53_1f3c_4f4e_b302_11fb3ae][bookmark: _LINE__8_dbf329dd_178a_48d7_b7df_64df4a6][bookmark: _LINE__9_95ed601e_384b_48ee_bc1f_b761e67][bookmark: _LINE__10_eaec4698_39bc_4878_a0e1_9b44d0][bookmark: _LINE__11_ffd252cd_5f08_4666_bd4e_bb0f78][bookmark: _LINE__12_9e0352b4_901f_4c98_91bb_f6f5a9]Upon the identification of an educator staffing shortage in the State, the commissioner may issue emergency certificates to teachers, specialists and administrators in accordance with this section.  The commissioner shall issue an emergency certificate to an applicant who meets the requirements of this section.  The commissioner shall provide to an applicant who is not qualified information regarding any remaining requirements and other certification options available to the applicant.  The commissioner may issue an emergency certificate under this section only to address the identified staffing shortage and only in a manner that ensures that the person issued an emergency certificate does not supplant an otherwise qualified and available teacher, specialist or administrator.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_46a6cd00_a0f3_4be0_9dbb_d520e89][bookmark: _LINE__31_74208bc6_abe8_4b88_a778_fbba89][bookmark: _LINE__32_afbdbfa0_cce3_4057_b156_684d1a][bookmark: _LINE__33_8973d25a_7177_40e8_8468_c982d9][bookmark: _LINE__34_cf74610a_58ab_427a_9b6f_a25378][bookmark: _LINE__35_a1183ff8_ad28_4efc_af6f_2e5652][bookmark: _LINE__36_21c6e38c_1794_407c_b23b_9d3a30]Pursuant to Governor Mills’ Executive Order #7 in fiscal year 2020-21, the Commissioner of Education was authorized to issue emergency certification to teachers, specialists and administrators who meet certain criteria, so long as the applicants are employed only as necessary to meet identified staffing shortages and supplement, rather than supplant, otherwise qualified applicants who meet regular certification standards.  This bill makes that authority of the Commissioner of Education permanent.
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