130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Expand the Application Period for Absentee Ballot Requests and Allow Early Processing of Absentee Ballots
L.D. 
An Act To Expand the Application Period for Absentee Ballot Requests and Allow Early Processing of Absentee Ballots
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b0db1a94_2557_469a_b5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1411f5b8_08cb_4614_9b0a_0f8f][bookmark: _PAR__8_7d2e441b_9207_4e48_b82d_074eeaf2][bookmark: _LINE__14_d3140d8b_b312_4e87_9515_b39477][bookmark: _LINE__15_08590279_7dcf_4caf_8ee8_7064a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__54ce51dd_9483_41fc_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d7eb98ce_10af_426e_b4][bookmark: _LINE__16_65a07b37_29bd_4819_8b70_53a03e]Any municipality or jurisdiction that conducts its own elections may opt to process absentee ballots beginning on the 4th 7th day immediately prior to election day.  The clerk shall use the following procedure when processing the absentee ballots during this time.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_91fb0ce1_8fe6_45cb_8944_3e0973a][bookmark: _LINE__31_c37803cf_0f9f_404f_aa09_dd2a5c][bookmark: _LINE__32_9f2892fc_a9ac_4bbf_8522_a236f2][bookmark: _LINE__33_58d379cf_7747_4370_aebc_335a91][bookmark: _LINE__34_e9a6286e_6196_4b5b_af66_48c9ff][bookmark: _LINE__35_b6179da4_be3b_4710_92e1_c910e9][bookmark: _LINE__36_55286357_cb71_4431_b2f9_9e216f][bookmark: _LINE__37_7d4bbfef_bd3e_43a2_9674_b9ec03]This bill removes the prohibition against a municipal clerk's issuing an absentee ballot to any voter or immediate family member or 3rd person designated by the voter whose application or written request for an absentee ballot is received in the municipal office after the 3rd business day before election day.  It also allows a municipality or jurisdiction that conducts its own elections to opt to process absentee ballots beginning on the 7th day immediately prior to election day, not the 4th day immediately prior to election day, as in current law.
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