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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__237f0f76_e3e1_4ef5_bd21_2a52][bookmark: _PAR__11_10603cfa_1ed3_4ea8_a5d4_c0b110e][bookmark: _LINE__21_312caf56_308b_445a_8f3b_b35e93][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b5989db3_b648_40d4_9a1e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f5f9c21d_0b91_426f_a4]§4951. Definition
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f92cdeb4_be72_4900_98a4_75fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__740a299d_1c3c_4f29_bca][bookmark: _PAR__12_7784a89b_10a3_402d_830a_0201ae5][bookmark: _LINE__22_2b5a19da_a8c4_4659_9ea9_4bb14c][bookmark: _LINE__23_1f8378a8_331c_40c8_bf3e_447cbd][bookmark: _LINE__24_1759062b_79cf_4252_8356_7d7be8]For purposes of this chapter, "endowment" means a trust or other nonexpendable fund for investment created and established by private donors for the benefit of a public or private college or university and held by the trustees of the university or college.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_cff5d5f4_dc29_401b_bc1d_6cf9f4c2][bookmark: _LINE__2_0463d4d1_a287_4a50_8989_5f216c7][bookmark: _LINE__3_781d07cb_2619_48c4_b9a9_7c1015e][bookmark: _LINE__4_49080824_763d_492e_839d_de6ce6c][bookmark: _LINE__5_631b5075_e7e4_4fb8_94d2_6a9f577][bookmark: _LINE__6_be027572_7075_4420_8334_3c1e84a][bookmark: _LINE__7_b7f53f00_541b_40e4_bdb0_191e217][bookmark: _LINE__8_4358acb2_9d5c_4124_8677_33656fb][bookmark: _LINE__9_2669e6c6_c50e_44a8_9b3c_d8d4ec6][bookmark: _LINE__10_143392cd_65cf_4385_a28e_62ea2b]This bill directs the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services to develop and maintain a public defender's office.  It establishes an endowment tax at a rate of 3% on funds held for investment by the trustees of a public or private college or university that were generated by trusts created and established by private donors for the benefit of the university or college.  It establishes the Public Defender's Office Fund within the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services and provides that money received from the endowment tax must be transferred to that fund until the balance of the fund is $35,000,000.  It provides that any money collected in excess of $35,000,000 must be transferred to the Maine Civil Legal Services Fund.
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