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L.D. 
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory Committee Concerning Remote Participation
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3e5a4842_362d_43c7_a62c_d41][bookmark: _PAR__5_bb55add7_3857_459b_a30f_754a5625][bookmark: _LINE__10_c45ac318_c72a_45da_960d_62fa86][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f944f555_3570_45ba_ac0b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1de5751d_ef0f_4de6_805][bookmark: _LINE__11_342d2e8b_8c63_447d_8b8a_55bd41][bookmark: _LINE__12_8a753482_f904_4ece_a0e3_73953b][bookmark: _LINE__13_aae7e526_2c92_4aa4_b2c6_15b20a][bookmark: _LINE__14_bcad66b3_f8d0_4d9b_adc7_728007][bookmark: _LINE__15_9df57aeb_e051_45dc_84d4_d4bd6e][bookmark: _LINE__16_a197c292_0f34_49ee_aedc_373c23][bookmark: _LINE__17_a56efd05_2693_4c5a_84c4_a586ff][bookmark: _LINE__18_9fc7d62e_5ba7_4351_9df2_5563b4][bookmark: _LINE__19_ae10c339_9ac5_4e21_a74f_5913be](1)  If a public body has not adopted a policy authorizing remote methods of participation under this section and if the chair of the body determines that an emergency or urgent issue exists that prevents the public body from meeting in person to adopt a policy, the chair may call a meeting of the body in which the members may participate by remote methods.  Notice of the meeting must include information about how the public can participate in the meeting and the proposed policy or instructions on how to obtain a copy of the proposed policy in advance of the meeting.  Once the meeting is convened, the members shall vote on whether to support the chair’s determination that an emergency or urgent issue exists that prevents the public body from meeting in person.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e6cd1111_880a_4188_aef9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0d612a09_6ff6_46ed_b2bf_2a31][bookmark: _PAR__7_02fb4ec1_aa62_48f8_9ff3_c8e5224c][bookmark: _LINE__24_58c8f744_b05b_45ee_9f44_7d9501][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8e650c0b_7259_43e4_abf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__16e264fd_c33f_4fad_b4a][bookmark: _LINE__25_201dc3f0_665a_44ec_8572_a40ef5][bookmark: _LINE__26_84682b1b_2c0d_4125_9264_cf7fa7][bookmark: _LINE__27_c3801ece_67a5_4d18_a77d_8aea5b]C.  The policy adopted pursuant to paragraph A must provide members of the public a meaningful opportunity to attend by remote methods when members of the body participate by remote methods, and reasonable accommodations may be provided when necessary to provide access to individuals with disabilities;
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_9a03b5b4_34b1_4237_924a_a0dd36fe][bookmark: _LINE__20_db175c9c_84c6_4bcb_9b62_28a67f][bookmark: _LINE__21_295edb6e_fa3a_4787_99f7_f214de][bookmark: _LINE__22_81bf50fd_3406_4fad_9103_2fefd2][bookmark: _LINE__23_d30fb627_646c_45cc_819b_891744]This bill implements the recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory Committee by making the following changes to the law authorizing a public body to adopt a written policy governing the conditions upon which members of the public body and the public may participate in public proceedings using remote methods.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_85680b3e_629c_404b_9853_6fd6da61][bookmark: _LINE__24_212c8992_965d_4486_8efa_4b6f0c][bookmark: _LINE__25_18d3ff62_744b_4843_8dc5_fa8e4f][bookmark: _LINE__26_ac380bce_474a_477b_878b_a75753]1.  It adds additional language to reinforce the authority of a public body to allow not only the members of the public body but also members of the public to participate in a public proceeding by remote methods. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ad3c467a_8943_46ce_9dc8_5e2a4efe][bookmark: _LINE__27_0149e34c_c9c3_4f95_a21a_d5fb98][bookmark: _LINE__28_380fde01_7dc7_49d0_8347_92dced][bookmark: _LINE__29_bd707a2a_617c_47ef_b854_356a4d][bookmark: _LINE__30_8050f79d_343f_4ad0_a1d3_79632a][bookmark: _LINE__31_531a540d_11ef_4ee8_9cc2_450f93][bookmark: _LINE__32_8a5e1958_6f1f_4308_a898_c8fdee][bookmark: _LINE__33_263aebb8_3d9f_46c0_bf05_63f44e]2.  It clarifies that the county commissioners of a county, the municipal officers of a municipality or the officers of a regional or other political subdivision may adopt one remote participation policy that applies to all public bodies within the county, municipality or regional or other political subdivision unless the county commissioners, municipal officers or other officers of any regional or other political subdivision specifically authorize an individual public body within that county, municipality or regional or other political subdivision to adopt its own policy.
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