132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Support At-risk Families by Establishing the Community Navigator Pilot Program
L.D. 
An Act to Support At-risk Families by Establishing the Community Navigator Pilot Program
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__41a1bc98_870d_455b_9534_a0e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ad5260de_bc21_4869_b5d][bookmark: _PAR__4_500ab79b_ce13_43f5_b5a0_f87e7cc1][bookmark: _LINE__4_643c1251_396e_4fc8_b0f7_8c15374][bookmark: _LINE__5_4ca36a76_f27f_442c_af89_e3e47cd][bookmark: _LINE__6_ef6aa362_357e_463d_addd_0043521][bookmark: _LINE__7_79b692a2_e8ea_400e_85c0_1573ab8]The Community Navigator Pilot Program, referred to in this section as "the pilot program," is established within the department as a 2-year pilot program to award contracts through the department to 4 child abuse and neglect prevention councils selected by the department for 4 community navigators. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__290a38aa_c3d1_4553_a05f_e88][bookmark: _PAR__16_17bd0daf_1ce9_45b7_ae15_ab88478][bookmark: _LINE__40_a11efe30_e609_4149_86bb_f402a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d473d06a_16ec_49e6_89d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__edb4770d_1c17_474a_9fc][bookmark: _LINE__41_cec060d2_44cb_4157_b683_34fdd4](1)  Improve mandated reporters' knowledge of available community services and other resources; 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7406e55c_5e2e_46c0_91c6_474][bookmark: _PAR__2_7ab5acdc_7e56_4091_ab28_e4872695][bookmark: _LINE__3_5a50bd6d_6c76_4ce5_99bc_b1dcbb1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a182864a_5430_435f_9dc1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5a8c8c3a_f772_44c6_b2b][bookmark: _LINE__4_2ae91247_e75a_423d_9adf_d9aeecc][bookmark: _LINE__5_99b337f6_0786_403c_9124_a8a35f0](3)  Provide mandated reporters with guidelines for working directly with families in need to help shift the role of mandated reporters from just reporting suspected child abuse or neglect to actively supporting families in need. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__46d46b48_03f5_4386_82c6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__56124da3_480b_4983_b0da_76f][bookmark: _PAR__3_0450e01f_cd15_4faa_b0a0_0345f27f][bookmark: _LINE__6_c89c9fd4_3fe3_4753_9903_74aa82d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b6a7776e_d516_4987_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b8bb539f_a45b_4c56_b10][bookmark: _LINE__7_67c94928_746e_4b87_b031_3cbc4f6][bookmark: _LINE__8_c93890dc_297a_4498_975d_6444bf9][bookmark: _LINE__9_fbba37a4_fbda_4f62_a6af_0cb0649][bookmark: _LINE__10_1bd264d7_5a45_4ab8_b0dc_532516][bookmark: _LINE__11_30c850e8_951a_4e08_9fc3_1519ec][bookmark: _LINE__12_30abe4f1_d9c5_4ad8_9e0a_157b32][bookmark: _LINE__13_31dc9ebb_739f_4986_be18_fa5f98][bookmark: _LINE__14_1a0c6f1e_8e98_4f83_b4f0_af9ff2]4. Contracts awarded; funding. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, the department shall award a contract to 4 child abuse and neglect prevention councils for a community navigator under the pilot program in accordance with this subsection. The department shall determine to which child abuse and neglect prevention councils the contracts are awarded based on which child abuse and neglect prevention councils are most prepared to participate in the pilot program. The department shall provide funding for each community navigator in the amount of $90,000 per community navigator, per year, for both year one and year 2 of the pilot program.  The department shall award the contracts pursuant to this subsection no later than December 1, 2025.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_c7e77191_13e9_44af_9277_e2c2012b][bookmark: _LINE__17_cd267f00_d23a_4859_b032_cd0634][bookmark: _LINE__18_2bd5b679_4367_446b_b3d0_d54a9a][bookmark: _LINE__19_f55c074c_b483_4fa2_ab15_394d89][bookmark: _LINE__20_a3454604_bafe_46a0_9839_b597df][bookmark: _LINE__21_7b86dce8_dae7_4b1b_ae7f_658f0a][bookmark: _LINE__22_b9f0a2c1_fa6c_491a_bbb3_598592][bookmark: _LINE__23_64b43473_aa77_4e55_a32b_598796]This bill establishes a 2-year pilot program in the Department of Health and Human Services to award contracts to 4 child abuse and neglect prevention councils in this State for a community navigator position within each council. The bill requires community navigators to work with families who have been reported to the department for suspected child abuse or neglect but have been determined by the department to not meet the criteria for a child protective services investigation. Community navigators are required to help connect these families with community services as needed. 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_14e70f69_b5d6_4443_addb_55db9bd1][bookmark: _LINE__24_27dc7d6b_2e89_482e_90ac_fc5bcb][bookmark: _LINE__25_beb1031b_e9f7_4717_a93e_8be668][bookmark: _LINE__26_fba12961_dd3f_4552_aa11_a5c880][bookmark: _LINE__27_df365986_7943_4711_868e_40ecc5][bookmark: _LINE__28_342325e6_c368_4249_a12d_d6d8e5][bookmark: _LINE__29_f2a7f6ba_fd59_48cb_bd55_ea8280]Under the bill, community navigators are required to provide outreach and education to mandated reporters of suspected child abuse or neglect to enhance their knowledge of available community services for families and how to connect families with those services. The educational outreach must also provide mandated reporters with guidelines for working directly with families in need to help shift the role of mandated reporters from just reporting suspected child abuse or neglect to actively supporting families in need.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_8f76d2f7_2d96_474b_8256_d424602e][bookmark: _LINE__30_10b7d816_062d_4b19_8cf6_4b978b][bookmark: _LINE__31_993082aa_cc50_4b53_832e_2f7b2f][bookmark: _LINE__32_c83bb5b3_eec4_4c86_b18f_46b039][bookmark: _LINE__33_4b24ca2c_ac98_474f_880f_b96c53][bookmark: _LINE__34_822ca562_7189_4786_9d91_5e3153]The bill requires the department to provide funding for the community navigators in the amount of $90,000 per position, per year, for both year one and year 2 of the pilot program. The department must determine to which child abuse and neglect councils the contracts are awarded based on which child abuse and neglect prevention councils are most prepared to participate in the pilot program.
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