132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Expand the Licensing of Outpatient Surgical Facilities
L.D. 
An Act to Expand the Licensing of Outpatient Surgical Facilities
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__5023e935_7ea0_4571_be5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__abfd88f5_cd1c_40b7_8e6a_4e403][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__1b4426a3_66b5_48e0_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_7b3e0b12_f239_4081_809e_c124acf][bookmark: _PAR__1_c211b025_7e0b_46ce_955f_9ae2f4e4][bookmark: _LINE__1_589241de_4874_4d16_9c32_ae92e5d]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7e48d533_35e7_4138_8038][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ccfa2f18_e872_4721_8c39_be6][bookmark: _PAR__5_164829c2_f4d2_47a3_931a_cc5d9b66][bookmark: _LINE__10_5d079fa4_b906_457c_a5e2_26a7d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__84418c7a_9443_4205_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__70ae9df9_c9c1_4d85_bbf][bookmark: _LINE__11_a7c929ea_01b5_4351_84cb_0cb916][bookmark: _LINE__12_d12101c0_e6c2_40ff_a24f_24d60d][bookmark: _LINE__13_745e596c_3ac1_4a0a_a513_b6e7e2][bookmark: _LINE__14_9ad6076f_ed08_4867_93e2_c0bcdd][bookmark: _LINE__15_58a914bb_abbf_45e1_9702_42cfff]1.  Definition.  As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, "ambulatory surgical facility" means a facility with a primary purpose of providing elective surgical care to a patient who is admitted to and discharged from the facility within the same day.  In order to meet this primary purpose, a facility must at least administer anesthetic agents, maintain a sterile environment in a surgical suite and charge a facility fee separate from the professional fee.  "Ambulatory surgical facility" does not include:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8561e782_831c_4d9b_abc7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b4201b8a_7315_4e29_8f60_520e][bookmark: _PAR__14_6fb14c46_32d7_437a_abe5_e6f2491][bookmark: _LINE__34_be1c0a9d_dabb_4f68_8b8b_cc3d3f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f81754ed_22ea_42e4_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b304101b_e047_4d34_bc0][bookmark: _LINE__35_04fc9788_e4c5_4096_ae06_9c338a]C.  A facility existing for the primary purpose of performing terminations of pregnancies; or
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[bookmark: _PAR__17_9934d20f_6881_4d33_913b_5b4be62][bookmark: _LINE__39_ac90dcf8_1937_4db9_8127_d8d247][bookmark: _LINE__40_55d2c28a_302e_4067_a7d3_b36a80][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__adba95a7_0cfb_44c5_bb9a_734][bookmark: _PAGE__2_754a8000_b495_42b2_9042_7c40d8c][bookmark: _PAR__1_f9a0cb02_a9e0_4457_9866_eb1221be][bookmark: _LINE__1_d3bbc98a_7463_4300_8254_7b7fec1][bookmark: _LINE__2_9b2c364d_ff5b_46b8_9442_ff5ff03][bookmark: _LINE__3_855370fc_ce2f_46e5_bddf_803e1d3]This bill modifies the definition of "ambulatory surgical facility" by removing language that excludes the private office of a physician or dentist and a facility existing for the primary purpose of performing terminations of pregnancies. Under the bill, such a facility is considered an ambulatory surgical facility and would be required to be licensed as such if that facility's primary purpose is providing outpatient elective surgical care.
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