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An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Maine Agriculture, Food System and Forest Products Infrastructure Investment Advisory Board
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__51896e6d_7578_437f_b922][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d9684fad_6ee3_467b_819f_4fb][bookmark: _PAR__3_d415dee8_2870_4730_8ff7_bae17aa6][bookmark: _LINE__3_c9253b0b_ec69_4fdc_a881_f654f7a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f8cdf755_26a9_4c4c_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4b6355a5_968c_4e60_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__914f8303_3ca7_4da0_bcb][bookmark: _LINE__4_d9e999a1_fb90_4050_9b70_fe82511][bookmark: _LINE__5_86d15ff3_ccb3_4355_b3bc_1a7e2c3][bookmark: _LINE__6_13554252_26bc_46bc_bf29_9774d8e][bookmark: _LINE__7_e9741761_2b86_45d2_8071_b55f464][bookmark: _LINE__8_f9b2cd32_46fc_48cf_86c9_94b88c9][bookmark: _LINE__9_9197e9a2_501f_4619_b210_0b8c7a0][bookmark: _LINE__10_5f92a94a_d472_47bb_8758_b56d47][bookmark: _LINE__11_d89ae196_e40c_419d_bae6_c93013][bookmark: _LINE__12_2db329d9_f7b3_43ff_b2cd_6e1e75][bookmark: _LINE__13_5cea623d_bbc9_40b1_a87d_9ea403]7.  Uses of disbursements limited.  Disbursements from the funds are limited to producers that have a processing or manufacturing facility that is located in the State or producers that are seeking to establish a new processing or manufacturing facility in the State. A producer receiving a disbursement pursuant to this section shall use the disbursement to support the operations of a processing or manufacturing facility located in this State for the purposes described in this subsection, including but not limited to obtaining equipment and investing in supply chain infrastructure to grow, harvest, process or manufacture agricultural, food or forest products used in commercial products. In carrying out these purposes, the producer shall obtain, to the extent practicable, agricultural, food or forest products from a farm or a forest or waters in the State or from offshore waters to be collected in the State.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_e77b55df_1f4d_4cd0_bcf6_73c8bc1e][bookmark: _LINE__24_c4b5e756_5e09_4fcd_822c_45a53a][bookmark: _LINE__25_c44cdb70_0fa8_47e9_a02d_9bf0c7][bookmark: _LINE__26_852961e1_2fb7_4539_ba9d_160e51][bookmark: _LINE__27_868b665c_9675_40fb_aeab_e9bb4c]This bill modifies provisions of the law governing the Maine Agriculture, Food System and Forest Products Infrastructure Investment Advisory Board and disbursements from the Maine Agriculture, Food and Forest Products Investment Fund, which the advisory board oversees. 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_8e4a6f90_d281_421d_8765_9b97eb79][bookmark: _LINE__28_faac0667_da83_410b_993e_ce7140][bookmark: _LINE__29_608d0fc8_c1a9_4b36_a16b_43dfea][bookmark: _LINE__30_99716638_a31e_4a6a_8486_a844dd][bookmark: _LINE__31_a7ef61fd_9409_4a2f_8a3d_68100c][bookmark: _LINE__32_ee6173be_de96_4833_91a7_eb3d0c][bookmark: _LINE__33_5b59ddb2_5f2f_436f_b892_0e6031][bookmark: _LINE__34_d06b48f0_8933_4d90_8cc0_21f2c2][bookmark: _LINE__35_14c8f7c3_9566_4468_a2c9_288189][bookmark: _LINE__36_5a4b7c65_dc41_4a8c_bc08_87f7a4]The bill requires that disbursements may be made only to a producer of agricultural, food or forest products that has or is seeking to establish a processing or manufacturing facility located in the State. A producer receiving a disbursement must use the disbursement to support the operations of a processing or manufacturing facility located in this State for the following purposes, including, but not limited to, obtaining equipment and investing in supply chain infrastructure to grow, harvest, process or manufacture agricultural, food or forest products used in commercial products. In carrying out these purposes, the producer must obtain, to the extent practicable, agricultural, food or forest products from a farm or a forest or waters in the State or from offshore waters to be collected in the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c9f466eb_bc1c_4555_8851_e8a49546][bookmark: _LINE__37_a18d83a0_c530_4dc0_945f_477bb9][bookmark: _LINE__38_f305cbf8_6b90_48bc_91f4_a38c0f][bookmark: _LINE__39_2e62ee62_869a_499d_a363_8d10f2][bookmark: _LINE__40_2f2df899_48f1_4b68_9349_c381dd][bookmark: _LINE__41_65af73d5_738c_4021_870a_88cc65]The bill also prohibits a member of the advisory board from participating in any vote when that member has a conflict of interest. A conflict of interest exists when the board member or a member of the board member's immediate family has or would acquire a direct and substantial personal financial interest, distinct from that of the general public, in an enterprise that would be financially benefited by a proposed fund allocation.
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