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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7acd259_ce86_4be2_838][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__403c0998_1749_467d_93ec_612e][bookmark: _PAR__6_334c3dc6_a815_41c7_9817_6fedfe18][bookmark: _LINE__15_7b63cb98_0dd0_4be1_bfc9_d033b8][bookmark: _LINE__16_28a8bd0e_9c3d_417c_a0e9_d64abb][bookmark: _LINE__17_ae1e388c_cc04_4d2b_8eb2_b98255][bookmark: _LINE__18_5299c3f2_688c_4691_81df_3d3c58][bookmark: _LINE__19_3453dfd9_5fd2_4263_95d7_9cb6de][bookmark: _LINE__20_38cbedcb_d4e1_4770_b696_56875d][bookmark: _LINE__21_1f367abd_67e0_4191_bc74_c83a34][bookmark: _LINE__22_db81eb7a_a1f7_458b_831d_82d84a]Every 3 years, the voters in a regional school unit shall consider continued use of the budget validation referendum process.  The warrant at the budget validation referendum in the 3rd year following adoption or continuation of the referendum process must include an article by which the voters of the school administrative unit may indicate whether they wish to continue the process for another 3 years.  The warrant for the referendum to validate the fiscal year 2010-11 budget is deemed the 3rd-year warrant.  A vote to continue retains the process for 3 additional years.  A vote to discontinue the process ends its use beginning with the following budget year and prohibits its reconsideration for at least 3 years.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__abcf0f18_2df9_408b_9f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b3efacde_e465_4a40_a3d4_21ee][bookmark: _PAR__7_c6bfd721_44eb_434c_a123_9cc31631][bookmark: _LINE__23_f2bfc4fe_7266_4755_a121_f224f6][bookmark: _LINE__24_352171aa_9b7d_4a57_b648_571f21][bookmark: _LINE__25_5a089f46_4c4c_4350_bec2_20ced1][bookmark: _LINE__26_3f1f7caf_d00e_4dcc_ac68_e836df][bookmark: _LINE__27_c59a3e84_4eb3_47ce_947a_2c2c97][bookmark: _LINE__28_3db37ba2_b027_4669_8a44_c65e0a][bookmark: _LINE__29_8dc9383b_1d51_43a8_b08b_c1a627][bookmark: _LINE__30_28478b56_45ef_419b_93f7_5b1889][bookmark: _LINE__31_bf8b01af_951e_49d6_af6d_939071][bookmark: _LINE__32_59af93bb_af45_443c_b2e1_8d424a]An article to consider reinstatement of the budget validation referendum process may be placed on a warrant for a referendum vote by either a majority vote of the regional school unit board or a written petition filed with the regional school unit board by at least 10% of the number of voters voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities in the school administrative unit.  The regional school unit board shall place the article on the next scheduled warrant or an earlier one if determined appropriate by the regional school unit board.  If adopted by the voters, the budget validation referendum process takes effect beginning in the next budget year or the following budget year if the adoption occurs less than 90 days before the start of the next budget year.  Once approved by the voters, the budget validation referendum process may not be changed for 3 years.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fa44f876_e4a2_4151_93c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__405f9cd9_f100_4eb6_9d38_7c1][bookmark: _PAR__9_3c26ea18_7fbf_4ef1_b1a3_03923610][bookmark: _LINE__34_3fde2db7_b9de_4c33_b6a2_02b2bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9cbcd25d_1ec6_461f_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__309eaed5_03da_4e49_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__455823ac_c1c3_4330_8ba][bookmark: _LINE__35_75fc0e4a_576b_4bb7_aa11_898677][bookmark: _LINE__36_c6806e58_ee69_424f_a0c3_23accb][bookmark: _LINE__37_085459f4_b6a0_41af_8a63_bf15b4][bookmark: _LINE__38_21a6a9c5_c54b_401d_aeed_3a51ad][bookmark: _LINE__39_a78255a6_b7f4_4a60_87d3_59ef63][bookmark: _LINE__40_cda2eb1b_f733_42fd_a5a0_924bb5][bookmark: _LINE__41_17d4f51f_2456_4b21_8c42_53c95c][bookmark: _LINE__42_158fdefa_a521_42e6_9bd0_46ffcb][bookmark: _LINE__43_3d0ba870_e69c_4edd_bead_03b921]9.  Approval of budget by municipality.  Notwithstanding any municipal charter provision, ordinance or other law to the contrary, the school budget of a school administrative district, community school district or regional school unit must be approved in accordance with this subsection prior to being submitted to a budget validation referendum under section 1486. Following the approval of a budget at a regional school unit meeting in accordance with section 1485, subsection 3, the school board shall call a joint meeting with the municipal officers of each member municipality to review and vote on the proposed budget. The municipal officers may propose amendments to the proposed budget. A school budget must be approved by a majority vote of all members of the school board and municipal officers present and voting at the joint meeting.
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