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An Act to End Chronic Homelessness by Creating the Housing First Fund
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__36e55bd3_8e78_4ed1_919a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8d055443_c13b_4294_829d_d2b][bookmark: _PAR__4_7f75d8da_63a1_47a5_a649_a7ece17b][bookmark: _LINE__4_3aeac26a_c952_4434_a879_561050a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__28803e23_f477_40e9_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__49d936c1_23ba_4a72_91a][bookmark: _LINE__5_10c18c12_5dc8_424b_993f_55e1abb][bookmark: _LINE__6_57cde743_3ac1_431b_bddf_ade0e4e][bookmark: _LINE__7_de2964e6_5d60_461a_bfd5_ddbe325][bookmark: _LINE__8_96f46f39_a163_4178_a776_f02e5a8][bookmark: _LINE__9_36f32093_d170_4c3f_adf0_2527d31][bookmark: _LINE__10_09a41dc7_ddd7_4973_b07e_cf3125][bookmark: _LINE__11_f9e6d982_24af_40ae_8edb_5e5018][bookmark: _LINE__12_a306bc4f_9cb0_4189_be08_57489f][bookmark: _LINE__13_a026bf79_0c5c_4aac_92dd_777bce][bookmark: _LINE__14_cea8f7e1_ad15_4e24_9fc3_fbfb60][bookmark: _LINE__15_e27e2fab_a667_4867_bb1a_a80627][bookmark: _LINE__16_69b5a222_f88d_4aab_9984_d93767]1. Program established. The Housing First Program, referred to in this section as "the program," is established in the department to facilitate the delivery of support and stabilization services to residents of properties established or developed to provide permanent housing to end chronic homelessness in the State.  Services facilitated under the program must be available on site, 24 hours a day and be designed to build independent living skills and connect individuals with community-based services.  The department shall ensure that reimbursement under the MaineCare program is available to providers under the program to the maximum extent possible.  For the purposes of this section, "chronic homelessness" means a situation in which a person is living in a place not meant for human habitation for at least 12 months, excluding stays in emergency shelters or intermittent brief stays in a place suitable for human habitation, and for whom homelessness is correlated with a condition that makes accessing services and maintaining housing a significant challenge such as substance use disorder or a behavioral health condition.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__530cdc39_eb17_49e0_a180][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__758945b4_eb8f_4e48_88f0_3eb][bookmark: _PAR__6_8cd8f3b9_6e42_42fc_8c69_67549d80][bookmark: _LINE__20_3fd27945_b526_4a57_acdd_90a070][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__91871594_8b3c_4599_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__85288522_f5b0_4790_9bf]3. Sources of fund.  The Treasurer of State shall credit to the fund:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e36f0096_d15a_4304_9364][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__80aca205_6ccc_496b_be9a_4b2][bookmark: _PAR__10_b7da3518_6c70_4a29_89bb_cff588f][bookmark: _LINE__26_d9e25f25_6847_46f6_86de_2a71fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4b039100_12e0_43eb_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__80b3d355_67da_4060_943][bookmark: _LINE__27_03d01c9c_7584_4698_9770_618fd6][bookmark: _LINE__28_2c032751_1db9_45bc_96c2_e50280][bookmark: _LINE__29_b8ae12dd_7147_454d_af08_70e0eb][bookmark: _LINE__30_8923c18d_dcde_4749_b7ab_3cf953][bookmark: _LINE__31_51027cb8_b360_452d_8c78_8d2cfe][bookmark: _LINE__32_771f5427_3e45_4d81_b5ea_15041e][bookmark: _LINE__33_d51c110b_6538_4b62_992a_28469d][bookmark: _LINE__34_b2fb35aa_33ec_4f69_b5e9_762a36][bookmark: _LINE__35_e2ff9c69_9212_487d_aefb_de86c1][bookmark: _LINE__36_b0e0f7a4_a3c0_4d4b_a2db_2258b5]4. Distribution of funds.  The department shall distribute funds to pay those who provide supportive services to residents at properties established or developed to provide permanent housing to persons who have been chronically homeless.  The department shall also use the fund to establish a permanent full-time position in the department to assist providers with providing 24-hour, on-site supportive services and navigating reimbursement under the MaineCare program for those services.  Beginning July 1, 2024, the department shall annually determine the amount necessary to cover any unpaid services provided under the program in the previous year and the anticipated amount needed to pay for services expected to be provided at each property in the next fiscal year.  Funds in excess of those amounts must be transferred to the Maine State Housing Authority for the purposes of:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__44fce0de_a8c4_436a_8a93_f28][bookmark: _PAR__6_362c6f80_ec0e_4978_ab86_ef769674][bookmark: _LINE__22_6befb5b6_657f_4999_9c7c_db6b51][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__334d06c5_8b1d_4b48_8ea2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b91ee88a_061b_4286_923][bookmark: _LINE__23_dc489b1b_6028_40da_b80b_2c1273][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__99e0bf1d_b767_4a6d_b62][bookmark: _LINE__24_3d743a8a_617b_439c_b327_a76193][bookmark: _LINE__25_b30c6aff_8923_4eb5_b656_571c5a][bookmark: _LINE__26_b27d1bf3_1390_4223_b1be_11b89c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4eb32fcb_7106_4f64_b34][bookmark: _LINE__27_b548715c_5ccc_41d2_a501_7404a8][bookmark: _LINE__28_dd324f9f_f1b9_48b5_ab15_00a545][bookmark: _LINE__29_32e609a0_e95a_4c93_9aa6_fecb04][bookmark: _LINE__30_0032c32f_0b33_4a5d_b2c5_728940][bookmark: _LINE__31_6e015bfd_7f4e_465f_80f0_de74ee][bookmark: _LINE__32_64557ed5_e12b_4533_8dbf_d07ea3][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__36bd9cb9_97f3_41a4_a1c][bookmark: _LINE__33_bb11ba13_2778_498a_a3b3_3aca58][bookmark: _LINE__34_a2f2e69c_1275_4210_a080_214bc8][bookmark: _LINE__35_ef0099b6_299d_4afb_8f9d_53ca7c][bookmark: _LINE__36_3cfef63d_d37f_4b7f_9906_9d0320](3)  On a monthly basis, the Treasurer of State shall credit 50% of the revenues to the Maine State Housing Authority, except that, notwithstanding paragraph F, in fiscal year 2015-16, the Treasurer of State shall first credit $6,291,740 of the revenues available under this subparagraph to the General Fund and except that, notwithstanding paragraph F, in fiscal year 2016-17, the Treasurer of State shall first credit $6,090,367 of the revenues available under this subparagraph to the General Fund and except that, notwithstanding paragraph F, in fiscal years 2017-18 and 2018-19, the Treasurer of State shall first credit $2,500,000 of the revenues available under this subparagraph to the General Fund.  The Maine State Housing Authority shall deposit the funds received pursuant to this subparagraph in the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund created in Title 30‑A, section 4853.  Beginning July 1, 2023, the Maine State Housing Authority shall use 25% of funds transferred to the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund under this subparagraph to support the creation of new housing units, through new construction or adaptive reuse, that are affordable to low-income households.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b771da08_8cc4_4570_a3ce_564][bookmark: _PAR__9_f01571ef_db55_4b11_b229_fadd9f38][bookmark: _LINE__41_638390f2_92b7_4a19_88d3_857bb1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8946e3e_0a07_49bb_96fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dcf64a99_4c09_4e99_a2f][bookmark: _LINE__42_1ada9db7_9a69_4ae7_9762_c16dd5][bookmark: _LINE__43_610959e9_3c5a_4a55_bb2e_ed98ca][bookmark: _LINE__44_ae173dd0_22c5_46f0_84b9_0fd6c0](1)  At the beginning of the fiscal year, the Maine State Housing Authority shall certify to the Treasurer of State the amount that is necessary and sufficient to meet the authority's obligations relating to bonds issued or planned to be issued by the authority under Title 30‑A, section 4864.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__db163ae8_00ed_46f0_889a_4a4][bookmark: _PAGE__3_038848cf_4396_4ee7_bfc7_e9e8b85][bookmark: _PAR__1_378f3404_c28f_42af_b14d_3decf411][bookmark: _LINE__1_c25f61a4_89e4_4103_a9ce_128b418][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0cc94348_22df_4d95_89b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d806b9f8_fa4f_4a97_a57][bookmark: _LINE__2_83d0b99b_1129_48c5_8255_d5cdafe][bookmark: _LINE__3_b6da20ba_6089_47f3_b451_f6c3daa][bookmark: _LINE__4_efe0e696_b889_4c7f_bebe_377d044][bookmark: _LINE__5_1fd1dd3a_49c5_462b_8ddc_60813e8][bookmark: _LINE__6_a4fff18e_0f7e_46bf_bb60_899f0f6][bookmark: _LINE__7_ed14b080_2318_45b0_8784_a0bef90][bookmark: _LINE__8_b7ebc45e_2b00_4628_b2bf_f6840fc][bookmark: _LINE__9_851ed1ea_c578_4333_82a4_f2dfb92][bookmark: _LINE__10_ffa33467_0846_4fa8_9b4a_96a4df](2)  On a monthly basis, the Treasurer of State shall apply 50% of the revenues in accordance with this subparagraph.  The Treasurer of State shall first pay revenues available under this subparagraph to the Maine State Housing Authority, which shall deposit the funds in the Maine Energy, Housing and Economic Recovery Fund established in Title 30‑A, section 4863, until the amount paid equals the amount certified by the Maine State Housing Authority under subparagraph (1), after which the Treasurer of State shall credit half of any remaining revenues available under this subparagraph to the General Fund and half of any remaining revenues available under this subparagraph to the Housing First Fund created in Title 22, section 265, subsection 2.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_c483ed8a_0410_4916_9912_8f09330f][bookmark: _LINE__20_58750220_d234_470c_a4b0_f0686d][bookmark: _LINE__21_0a8975cc_7e5f_4307_9361_3bbd07][bookmark: _LINE__22_43006f86_2708_4740_8cc6_c23d4c][bookmark: _LINE__23_4e34fd02_41e7_49f8_92d6_1e4494][bookmark: _LINE__24_773de93f_daec_4ff8_b0ff_8b2f07][bookmark: _LINE__25_b9d2311b_ce19_4f7e_9eb3_f27dfe][bookmark: _LINE__26_78076233_88e3_4cbe_ba27_757636][bookmark: _LINE__27_4f69ab9f_ba54_4a7e_9e28_13fd79]This bill establishes the Housing First Program within the Department of Health and Human Services to facilitate the delivery of stabilization and support services to residents of properties established or developed to provide permanent housing to persons who have been chronically homeless and to fund technical assistance, administered by the Maine State Housing Authority, for the development of housing consistent with the program.  The program is funded from the real estate transfer tax by depositing half of the funds that would otherwise be deposited into the General Fund into the Housing First Fund created by the bill.
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