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An Act to Include Harness Racing with Other Sports for Purposes of Sports Wagering
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_5e8a190d_3486_44fb_8350_ce0cc2d0][bookmark: _LINE__3_4b45333d_c678_4183_a625_8abbec5]Whereas, Maine harness racing is an important historic sport; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6b41deaf_1a64_49d9_ac9c_9b1162be][bookmark: _LINE__4_32a7018e_373f_4b93_a386_2eaf62d][bookmark: _LINE__5_f64e465a_6f69_4b7c_9e82_2396229]Whereas, attracting new fans to Maine harness racing is critical to the future wellbeing of the industry and agriculture; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_71848d1b_2764_4992_bfbf_297a0289][bookmark: _LINE__6_91c012e1_e34a_4655_bca1_51e0fb9][bookmark: _LINE__7_66c27722_3fab_408a_80c4_5ae5b79][bookmark: _LINE__8_6d536966_085c_418a_9ecb_592de09]Whereas, the regulation of harness racing is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry while the regulation of sports wagering is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public Safety; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c9e9258b_05e6_487a_93d7_5212cd1f][bookmark: _LINE__9_54725c2b_e906_4092_af38_7ef1cb8][bookmark: _LINE__10_9c191e4d_5f5c_466a_b70e_99437f]Whereas, this dual regulatory environment has created a situation in which harness racing may not be shown and wagered upon at all physical sports wagering locations; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6afea1b7_e0e1_469c_ae99_d9d4725e][bookmark: _LINE__11_42cf4bc4_7f6d_4e1c_921a_4ec490][bookmark: _LINE__12_a6fa9966_9ea1_4736_8eb3_cdc089]Whereas, the 2025 racing season commences in April and this legislation must take effect before the 2025 racing season commences; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9cb5a894_9959_48b6_ba93_0ad7486b][bookmark: _LINE__13_f7f9e14d_6ae1_4041_8a4a_57366f][bookmark: _LINE__14_521c5721_5df9_4c57_beb9_452757][bookmark: _LINE__15_d95e07aa_9177_4d22_ae67_c9deed][bookmark: _LINE__16_bb8b782b_8ddc_4119_818b_4fdf53]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4373c0a9_71f0_4fbe_8be][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2fdee379_a697_4cee_b6ed_c1f1][bookmark: _PAR__11_237dc98f_ccc9_4643_b207_0e56a50][bookmark: _LINE__21_50834a2d_65f3_488a_8f00_f60c76][bookmark: _LINE__22_fcadcc28_c258_451d_ae7f_555f8d]The following persons may sell pari-mutuel pools on horse racing in accordance with this chapter and rules adopted by the commission.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__96b4c00c_9b24_407b_aa23][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7516c453_5ac6_4390_b71e_3d3][bookmark: _PAR__14_763adab9_4f6d_4405_9209_5009630][bookmark: _LINE__31_5f273f49_2834_4091_81fa_42230a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e76529d3_c2cc_4637_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1ab62132_d799_46f8_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d6c91963_5681_49f4_937][bookmark: _LINE__32_46fcec45_ed7e_4647_b19a_1d6de6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f1ba1ac8_0b43_4d80_a6b][bookmark: _LINE__33_7f37911e_3db1_4c98_b9e1_2f8ec9][bookmark: _LINE__34_202c5914_5dd5_4e65_b61a_994398][bookmark: _LINE__35_429bee2a_ff32_4194_aed0_e15386][bookmark: _LINE__36_a7622297_3270_4ccb_a654_5d6fef][bookmark: _LINE__37_d8a6fd23_2038_42d8_a8c1_3e7d16][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f57c1efd_82a3_4dd7_a40][bookmark: _LINE__38_2ede9093_54a5_49de_989a_bfdd59][bookmark: _LINE__39_8e382cd1_6e74_4381_bdda_6b2432][bookmark: _LINE__40_cc226d2c_458b_4366_8a88_3dfe14][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__da101101_d190_43b9_b97d_c46][bookmark: _PAGE__2_55c32142_9b36_4644_b606_89719b9][bookmark: _PAR__1_57d5ff9c_89ee_46c5_8d94_34692517][bookmark: _LINE__1_fb777042_5feb_4df8_8865_8c793e7][bookmark: _LINE__2_ad1554a3_d08e_4612_a435_151653e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d96ad863_2daf_4848_8cc]3.  Facilities approved by commission.  Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, a person licensed pursuant to section 271 to conduct harness horse racing with pari-mutuel betting may sell pari-mutuel pools and common pari-mutuel pools for simulcast races at a facility if approved by the commission under this subsection.  The commission may approve a facility under this subsection only if it is located within the same county as the commercial track where the race or races are conducted, it is not located within the same municipality as an off-track betting facility licensed under section 275‑D and the municipal officers of the municipality in which the facility is located approve of the sale of pari-mutuel pools or common pari-mutuel pools at the facility.  A person authorized to operate a facility that receives approval under this subsection shall provide the municipality in which the facility is located 5% of the track share of the commission allocated by section 286, subsection 5.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__333eae05_f6f9_4a85_869][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8e0df388_652e_4607_adea_a8b8][bookmark: _PAR__2_9df9e36a_a323_4059_9466_28ba8ae3][bookmark: _LINE__3_08a2f7e0_5c9a_443e_bd7e_657776e][bookmark: _LINE__4_30cd9601_2dc0_4248_9bb5_adb7f34][bookmark: _LINE__5_c5ceeb8e_0b18_4e27_96ed_222e966][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b947f23a_8165_4b38_989]A person authorized to sell pari-mutuel pools and common pari-mutuel pools for simulcast races at a facility under this subsection may conduct at the facility any other activities incidental to and permitted by that license under section 271.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b6dcb939_1ea3_4beb_9b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9ebb2c6f_22b1_43d1_b52e_288a][bookmark: _PAR__3_d2502283_e920_4493_a5c8_77ba76a3][bookmark: _LINE__6_45d10dd4_b3ed_44be_b405_3a8ade1]This subsection is repealed January 1, 2026.
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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__f764c349_2d9b_48da_8a][bookmark: _PAR__6_c3023e34_9cdb_4cac_addf_ee6ad752][bookmark: _LINE__15_c0dde530_9aa7_4aaa_a42d_a48886][bookmark: _LINE__16_66554145_a341_4d83_81ec_d59412]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_b0c53e8f_ba2e_4767_8a03_6e6e2011][bookmark: _LINE__18_4f4500bb_0e30_4b79_9392_cf94ec][bookmark: _LINE__19_694db72c_3b76_4e11_94c4_7fc151][bookmark: _LINE__20_7eed3edf_6a77_4e09_a710_e3d71e][bookmark: _LINE__21_2a94b594_ee4d_4eed_9bcd_1dfe87][bookmark: _LINE__22_e9aa0834_c5fa_41d7_970c_066a84][bookmark: _LINE__23_77f1e287_4c80_42c7_934c_0e7860]This bill allows for the sale of pari-mutuel pools by persons who are licensed by the Maine State Harness Racing Commission as commercial racetracks at facilities also licensed by the Department of Public Safety, Gambling Control Unit for sports wagering.  It repeals a provision of law that restricts where persons licensed to conduct harness horse racing with pari-mutuel betting may sell pari-mutuel pools for simulcast races that otherwise would be repealed on January 1, 2026.
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