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An Act to Develop a Pilot Program to Provide Legal Representation to Families in the Child Protection System
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__27fbd683_5207_4670_b162][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d4c59f30_f348_4411_97e5_eb8][bookmark: _PAR__9_b27bc9f7_ebc8_4a2b_b44d_b32f0782][bookmark: _LINE__18_92ce0eda_ec27_44c0_9ba2_e65727][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d78b6576_386b_4e9f_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ce46f283_e87e_471f_af8][bookmark: _LINE__19_d4b52987_90ee_4a65_b3d2_40461b][bookmark: _LINE__20_da9497ab_5a29_4f5b_bd45_8267a8][bookmark: _LINE__21_e3e24e9c_071f_4808_9325_3f5618][bookmark: _LINE__22_2b41c25d_f24d_4428_994d_d20212][bookmark: _LINE__23_4dfd1d90_de57_464c_a7e7_cfc6fd][bookmark: _LINE__24_be87a79b_95b1_496c_919d_c846e8][bookmark: _LINE__25_b43a8421_a930_4d9e_ab29_5a72fa][bookmark: _LINE__26_526ebdd1_68e4_4bf9_a68c_54c8c8][bookmark: _LINE__27_e0ecfb94_769c_486b_ba6f_45e3f2]2.  Target population.  The commission, in partnership with the Department of Health and Human Services, shall design the pilot program to serve parents and custodians who have become the subject of a child protection investigation, who reside within Androscoggin, Franklin and Oxford counties and who are indigent and would qualify for the assignment of counsel completely at state expense under the eligibility standards established by the commission pursuant to section 1804, subsection 2, paragraph A, except that only the parent's or custodian's income and not the parent's or custodian's assets may be considered when determining assignment of counsel. The program may serve up to 30 families at any given time. For the purposes of this section, "family" means a group of individuals subject to a single child protection investigation.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_96fc3ce5_9ff5_432b_aae3_efdecc96][bookmark: _LINE__16_8fc86926_e69f_485d_8f44_6a8592][bookmark: _LINE__17_c1853724_9e07_4add_9601_0c4ac9][bookmark: _LINE__18_056e6090_e772_4565_aa9b_faacff][bookmark: _LINE__19_b4ed1346_84ed_4e25_8796_e360df][bookmark: _LINE__20_907f1c33_52e2_4815_8d32_ea1750][bookmark: _LINE__21_f51a0862_eca1_4e52_af04_90dd87][bookmark: _LINE__22_9bf93856_d4aa_4719_83f9_eed257][bookmark: _LINE__23_87c558bf_8365_433f_a3da_f31446][bookmark: _LINE__24_5c676151_df12_4f3d_9b47_480552][bookmark: _LINE__25_8d623b1c_230d_41bb_8cfc_8ef339][bookmark: _LINE__26_f33ec36e_31c4_4755_9b92_500c2f]This bill directs the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services to design and implement a 2-year pilot program to provide legal counsel and related advocacy services to indigent parents and custodians residing in Androscoggin, Franklin and Oxford counties when the Department of Health and Human Services commences an investigation of a report of suspected abuse or neglect to determine if a child is at risk of harm. It directs the commission to establish a "warmline" to provide information and referrals statewide to parents and custodians who are subject to child protection investigations and to screen parents and custodians for eligibility to receive pilot program services. It directs the Department of Health and Human Services to coordinate with the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services to provide information to the public regarding the warmline and pilot program.
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