132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Expedite the Process Involving Municipalities That Illegally Move a Person to Avoid Responsibility for General Assistance Support
L.D. 
An Act to Expedite the Process Involving Municipalities That Illegally Move a Person to Avoid Responsibility for General Assistance Support
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__61417047_74ed_4d84_90a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__86cdea38_7c25_4834_bb54_2c0][bookmark: _PAR__7_56dd2c83_34f1_4484_96cb_e2e0ab63][bookmark: _LINE__33_64e678c7_edb5_43e1_bde5_c8fbb8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c13e0cb5_6113_4d9f_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c401af64_4c86_4422_852][bookmark: _LINE__34_1db847a3_1924_4712_a441_a46e14][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3b8352e3_6195_4c43_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__697566ab_b8fd_426f_b0][bookmark: _LINE__35_65f4db0b_f731_48e6_b99d_d37c93][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__210a3984_2ab0_4ee5_a53][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dbd250bc_4ace_446b_8b][bookmark: _LINE__36_6a5dadf0_ad6d_408e_adf2_78432e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4fa835ae_e773_4c5a_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5a41fdd0_a46c_41b3_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b707220e_2775_4089_81][bookmark: _LINE__37_74234c91_69c6_47aa_be9b_5770b0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__14ca73ff_536e_46a8_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6adce26_ec22_4f24_9d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7b0391bd_f88b_499b_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2632fdb6_a808_4d04_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9d19c595_9806_4a03_95][bookmark: _LINE__38_01bd95c0_1cff_429a_92ac_4a9411][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__73868672_11f3_4907_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0aa443ab_d71d_4470_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__038b8dab_1bfb_4e92_b5][bookmark: _LINE__39_dc9aefdb_2018_4e1e_a299_455753][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e7424631_3d73_41c3_93][bookmark: _LINE__40_727fbdd1_3f82_4b01_8c20_aea59e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__62b8a2a8_275f_42be_86][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__71f00e83_6ae4_458b_bc][bookmark: _LINE__41_100c140b_5f3a_4869_bfe5_271d4b]6.  Appeals.  Any municipality or person who is aggrieved by any decision or action made by the department pursuant to this section shall have has the right to appeal pursuant to the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375.  A request for that appeal shall must be in writing and shall must be made within 30 days of the written department decision. The appeal shall must be held within 30 15 days of receipt of that request and shall must be conducted by one or more fair hearing officers.  In no event may an An appeal may not be held before a person or body responsible for the decision or action.  Review of any decision under this subsection shall must be pursuant to the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80C.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_cb39f1eb_5328_4c88_947a_e8c99802][bookmark: _LINE__5_de973acf_71e1_4d56_a1dd_89ca8cc][bookmark: _LINE__6_82effcfd_0d57_4bef_a976_0b2c59a][bookmark: _LINE__7_496d0db4_1d3c_4375_be12_c05f7e1][bookmark: _LINE__8_0bcf500c_297b_4203_9e81_a66d2fe][bookmark: _LINE__9_6552aa3a_63a0_44d7_acf5_c8c93c9][bookmark: _LINE__10_ae797269_202d_404c_91c2_502845][bookmark: _LINE__11_1f2e0218_84dd_4624_b597_b870ce][bookmark: _LINE__12_af878dbc_b85c_4967_a65d_2d9322]This bill decreases from 30 to 15 working days the period for the Department of Health and Human Services to determine if a municipality has illegally moved an individual to avoid responsibility for general assistance support.  The bill reduces the appeals period from 30 to 15 days after the determination is made.  The bill also provides for interest on unreimbursed amounts to be paid by the offending municipality and a penalty of up to $10,000 for a repeat violation within a 12-month period and creates the rebuttable presumption that if a municipality moves a person to another municipality, the municipality did so to avoid paying general assistance to that person.
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