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An Act To Allow Microgrids That Are in the Public Interest
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__da0d9c6d_de71_4605][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cd226c6f_1494_400b_8f03_5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__ce6769b3_f3cc_4c05_a6][bookmark: _PAR__2_75d6053f_3956_4339_af82_93322f0b][bookmark: _LINE__2_d00bbf3f_562a_4564_ab9f_580572a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3ad6ccfc_a26f_472a][bookmark: _LINE__3_eb1dcd00_b264_491b_97e7_2298d66]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §2305-B, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 110, §2, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8f7454a4_39af_43f5_b958][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9176fd77_9392_4398_9bd3_be52][bookmark: _PAR__11_b5086ce8_8797_4406_87f0_6dd3bc6][bookmark: _LINE__27_8e76304e_7cfc_4ff4_a484_8273a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b658be0f_597d_44be_ac0][bookmark: _LINE__28_bc1fb57c_648b_4167_ac25_1419b6][bookmark: _LINE__29_9b8e38bb_4ac1_440b_9474_2b387a][bookmark: _LINE__30_4cee81f5_a81b_4518_bbd2_0dcf5d][bookmark: _LINE__31_86f96eea_95da_4ff6_80e4_6421fe][bookmark: _LINE__32_26b534e9_a088_4d74_b014_70a2d7][bookmark: _LINE__33_79d1a7be_df1b_414f_8ead_8564b1]D.  If a public utility objects to the line on the basis that it may constitute a duplication of existing transmission or distribution facilities or may interfere with the adequate and safe delivery of electricity to others, the commission issues a finding that the line is not a duplication of existing transmission or distribution facilities and does not interfere with the adequate and safe delivery of electricity to others.  A finding is not required under this paragraph unless a public utility has objected in writing to the applicable licensing authority.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__93f0202d_209c_4906_b461_829a][bookmark: _PAR__15_7fb80119_4266_4b85_8592_e62de01][bookmark: _LINE__37_71700090_636e_424b_a6fc_eb8e89][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e797e06a_3824_4cf1_a73a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ab8c6fa4_9c19_4fab_90]§3351.  Microgrids
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1fda972e_9cfc_4498_8967][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9456cffc_d5af_4d44_b3b1_0883][bookmark: _PAR__2_7d68c82b_d3ee_434e_89ef_23778a95][bookmark: _LINE__4_aa6bf6d4_3a06_46b1_94fe_21359b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f1150515_ff2e_42c9_922][bookmark: _LINE__5_945b209b_e28a_426f_9c15_2bc554f][bookmark: _LINE__6_81aebb4f_4913_42bc_81dc_0fae775][bookmark: _LINE__7_ce8f9d86_1d86_459c_9a40_1609ef1][bookmark: _LINE__8_d1d1f4f0_8bcf_475c_9ec3_afb75ba][bookmark: _LINE__9_ed1e56a3_2285_4934_9927_e8ff7e9]B.  "New microgrid" means a group of interconnected loads and distributed energy resources within clearly defined electrical boundaries that acts as a single controllable entity with respect to the electric grid and can connect and disconnect from the electric grid to enable the new microgrid to operate in both electric grid‑connected mode and nongrid‑connected mode, referred to in this chapter as "island mode," and that is constructed after October 1, 2020.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ace97b8c_fab4_418a_9087_fdd][bookmark: _PAR__12_15595f95_299e_49e4_897c_08a4ae8][bookmark: _LINE__33_ccb33007_2bcc_4d51_8378_0f3dc1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__49cd3581_6b1f_4fd0_947d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__42163401_dfc1_4c20_a8d][bookmark: _LINE__34_1c8b9378_587d_404c_8bd3_463eb1](7)  The proposed new microgrid will not negatively affect the reliability and security of the electric grid.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d1f48996_e5fa_42b3_9c72_3477][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__95ff79d8_552b_49cf_900][bookmark: _PAR__13_5f5b7a9c_06bf_4304_bf7b_a8eb7e9][bookmark: _LINE__35_3dea4763_9ee0_436c_ad63_a46659][bookmark: _LINE__36_19813d83_0ad7_4b99_b664_f12e2b][bookmark: _LINE__37_fee1e194_3118_4e79_a231_1b04e0][bookmark: _LINE__38_7204b869_852e_44b0_a167_4990c8][bookmark: _LINE__39_1e2c9ad5_78d5_401b_933a_46cc01]For the purposes of this paragraph, when determining whether a proposed new microgrid is in the public interest, the commission shall consider possible ratepayer effects, whether positive or negative; benefits due to the increased resilience or reliability of the electric grid; economic development benefits; and any other factors the commission considers necessary to promote the public interest.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__715e6290_ab95_40ec_b50f_064][bookmark: _PAR__15_ec252092_550c_4079_90fe_fc2c154][bookmark: _LINE__41_28d92892_474f_498a_a270_a0de9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5ea11fb8_7b5e_484f_a2b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8a21ba02_adb6_4439_80c][bookmark: _LINE__42_d94c3ce3_5fce_4b4b_8fae_71fba7][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__2a83067c_72c0_432d_9180_c4b][bookmark: _PAGE__3_24b5c7ab_6b9b_4f31_b440_41ab050][bookmark: _PAR__1_e53df7fd_2e59_4c82_a209_5956f6e9][bookmark: _LINE__1_86b75461_5acd_4c39_bef2_898d54e][bookmark: _LINE__2_75c6afaf_c738_4a87_880a_1d2c03e](1)  Require that any increase in costs to the electric transmission and distribution system in the State as a result of the new microgrid must be fully recovered from the microgrid owner and customers of the microgrid and not passed on to other electric ratepayers; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__4443fb63_ca90_4c5b_8e03_49d][bookmark: _PAR__2_0e4c387f_6df1_4f4b_84d3_e4665c10][bookmark: _LINE__3_73af6369_885f_4c12_9a71_fea5d42][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb6f4b8d_51b1_41b5_9efa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__25433fe8_5a24_4215_894][bookmark: _LINE__4_fbac8994_4a38_49d4_8a9c_69c1b17][bookmark: _LINE__5_66b29173_c7f5_4309_aaaf_b1732f2][bookmark: _LINE__6_3860b973_8ef9_4f33_999c_fe9180f][bookmark: _LINE__7_679c9701_73a3_495c_9728_f34eaaa][bookmark: _LINE__8_8e55c179_925e_4598_9e83_72a7b5b](2)  Impose any other terms, conditions or requirements on the construction, maintenance or operation of the new microgrid as, in its judgment, it considers necessary, which may include but are not limited to parameters regarding the ability of the new microgrid to enter island mode, as defined by the commission by rule, and the operation of the new microgrid in grid-connected mode and island mode.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b7376a29_7b75_4413_953f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__34d34c95_4827_40f2_a4b5_cfa][bookmark: _PAR__3_c0473307_d111_4bbe_ad3c_fb1f365d][bookmark: _LINE__9_f80f95b1_800a_4bbd_917b_8fddc9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__14c7da8c_10cc_4de1_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__91cb1578_3816_41b8_93a][bookmark: _LINE__10_dd61555f_97b3_4b0e_a58b_8dc647][bookmark: _LINE__11_813c7754_0a21_42e6_bf9f_8a41e0][bookmark: _LINE__12_35a681e7_7feb_4bff_8888_b33fd0]4.  Commission oversight; grid protections; consumer protections.  A new microgrid approved in accordance with subsection 3 is subject to commission oversight to ensure reliability and security of the electric grid and consumer protections for customers of the new microgrid.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__62d5777a_ca7d_4e45_97a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7fe45fda_5a56_4449_8d45_62d1][bookmark: _PAR__6_156bf31c_bafb_4992_b458_c0fea23e][bookmark: _LINE__17_92a62384_b469_4a5c_a77b_fa175b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0a0741db_375c_4042_83b][bookmark: _LINE__18_01424154_c357_45e8_a9d7_d4a077]B.  Selling electricity as a competitive electricity provider when the new microgrid is operating in grid-connected mode.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__31d9b59d_7bb5][bookmark: _PAR__8_0e0f1307_de0f_4fdb_94a9_a6487b08][bookmark: _LINE__22_87fe97c3_b5f9_4ffb_b276_2f6a7f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0f35a6bf_78bc_4182][bookmark: _LINE__23_fde8846b_028b_4499_9387_96dae4][bookmark: _LINE__24_c90a2268_5c78_410e_84ab_ad740b][bookmark: _LINE__25_cf35f3e0_de29_45d0_bf94_9de6c0][bookmark: _LINE__26_2dc222b0_6389_4f34_9853_ec6c33][bookmark: _LINE__27_ad05e45e_c4df_4f9e_aba2_f1a02e][bookmark: _LINE__28_b223833d_f461_4395_94e9_9df63b][bookmark: _LINE__29_20148a76_393e_41f4_9484_ba4ca9]Sec. 4.  Report.  The Public Utilities Commission shall submit a report by January 7, 2022 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utility matters detailing its activities related to new microgrids as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3351, subsection 1, paragraph B, including whether any new microgrids have been approved under Title 35-A, section 3351.  The report must also include any recommendations for legislation that may be necessary to clarify or enhance the law regarding new microgrids.  The committee may report out a bill to the First Regular Session of the 131st Legislature based on the report.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__6e9479a3_ac2b][bookmark: _PAR__9_efd52fd8_ec20_465f_8372_d6d9dfbb][bookmark: _LINE__30_3f9a4102_5f6d_44b5_99c8_ce16de][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3c1783eb_e392_4ae4][bookmark: _LINE__31_03b7376c_f4de_4b9f_94b9_735b43][bookmark: _LINE__32_9308220d_ecda_4bdc_a7cf_60c1e8][bookmark: _LINE__33_20dfc1cb_d7ce_49ee_9d05_f0fd60][bookmark: _LINE__34_4c2a4720_9a0d_4a09_8251_869efd][bookmark: _LINE__35_d485e323_d7e8_43f9_9ce7_87f1ab][bookmark: _LINE__36_9548a448_d4c0_4b17_bb1d_985802][bookmark: _LINE__37_6e30df48_0f43_43a1_8cb6_620bda][bookmark: _LINE__38_84a16559_e670_4e6b_bd71_7b3a98]Sec. 5.  Precedent established by Public Utilities Commission.  The provisions of this Act may not be interpreted to modify or nullify the analytical framework and precedent for analyzing whether an entity is a transmission and distribution utility or a competitive electricity provider established by the Public Utilities Commission in opinions and orders issued prior to the effective date of this Act, including, but not limited to, opinions and orders issued under Docket Number 2000-653, Request for Commission Investigation Regarding the Plans of Boralex Stratton Energy, Inc. to Provide Electric Service Directly from Stratton Lumber Company and Docket Number 2011-200, ReEnergy Rumford, LLC, Request for Advisory Ruling.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_fe994c85_6dc1_4f8c_8c85_c1af6e5][bookmark: _LINE__40_1842614f_3a0d_49f9_b1a7_0731a0][bookmark: _LINE__41_e3a651bb_e918_44e3_944e_34d0bf][bookmark: _LINE__42_e13f8130_33f7_46e7_90da_b7953e][bookmark: _LINE__43_5ce0b0f0_3bd7_4d79_b926_402566][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__b33c1fda_3839_4b2f_adcd_fb0][bookmark: _PAGE__4_f1811051_efa4_4cb6_9ad5_6b92669][bookmark: _PAR__1_5073d21e_092b_4030_83f6_4b96b360][bookmark: _LINE__1_e94c833d_a7c9_4c3a_a197_d37aacd][bookmark: _LINE__2_67446a3d_1d6d_497e_8037_b557df9][bookmark: _LINE__3_b57d83c5_c23a_4512_926d_1bdd0be][bookmark: _LINE__4_686c33d3_cd6c_4475_a0d0_2a51c76][bookmark: _LINE__5_761beb2f_a589_4b16_89d8_45dc280][bookmark: _LINE__6_d7a994b7_f7f9_400b_a703_a75e807]This bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to approve a petition to construct and operate a new microgrid if the commission finds the proposal to be in the public interest and the new microgrid meets other specified requirements.  It provides the commission with the ability to impose such terms, conditions or requirements as, in its judgment, it considers necessary in approving a new microgrid and also gives the commission oversight to ensure reliability and security of the electrical grid and consumer protections for new microgrid consumers.  It specifies that a new microgrid does not become a public utility solely as a result of its furnishing electrical service to participating consumers.  The bill directs the Public Utilities Commission to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utility matters by January 7, 2022.
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