132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Improve Access to Absentee Ballots for Municipal Elections for Uniformed Service Voters and Overseas Voters
L.D. 
An Act to Improve Access to Absentee Ballots for Municipal Elections for Uniformed Service Voters and Overseas Voters
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_8891aaac_5ada_4c3f_b790_30922514][bookmark: _LINE__9_ff8bc516_81af_4b2d_a025_d2665de][bookmark: _LINE__10_8ab3a52e_55c5_4e00_ac41_d1ca3e][bookmark: _LINE__11_12ea9c30_d9ec_4240_b4c5_044804][bookmark: _LINE__12_f381912d_d227_4129_a3c9_22879f][bookmark: _LINE__13_6cb6ce43_4e67_41d0_928e_cb34f9][bookmark: _LINE__14_ae79d080_b62b_44fa_bc5e_85ba4d][bookmark: _LINE__15_3ada59a7_c0ea_4dc3_93a2_319156][bookmark: _LINE__16_2625a3fa_5bee_4434_8f87_8d9e00][bookmark: _LINE__17_cce079ac_fbe3_404c_bf08_cfd1c6][bookmark: _LINE__18_73a98e9f_34e7_4243_9a18_e25527][bookmark: _LINE__19_f4f41eba_8d81_4346_96fc_89a68a][bookmark: _LINE__20_5ae1c869_4e91_48d6_9a11_8187de]This bill directs municipalities to provide a copy of their local ballots to the Secretary of State for all municipal elections to be held on the same date as a statewide election. It provides that an application or request for an absentee ballot for a uniformed service voter or an overseas voter for any municipal election that is to be held on the same date as a statewide election for which the uniformed service voter or overseas voter is eligible is valid for 18 months, as is currently provided for all federal and state elections. The bill authorizes the Secretary of State to receive local ballots from municipalities holding such elections and to issue those ballots to uniformed service voters and overseas voters who are eligible to receive them. It also authorizes the Secretary of State to receive absentee ballots for such municipal elections from a uniformed service voter or an overseas voter at a central location and to deliver those local ballots to the uniformed service voters' or overseas voters' municipalities by the close of the polls on election day.
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