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An Act to Strengthen Maine's Workforce Through Certified Preapprenticeship Training Programs
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c1a6a522_dfe1_43d2_a2e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__80a5f0db_e308_49ca_b66c_e339][bookmark: _PAR__5_519ca464_f3c9_4d77_b2f9_acb7c9e2][bookmark: _LINE__25_c26fa7db_ae8e_4279_afce_2fbf42][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__958e507f_d71c_421d_941][bookmark: _LINE__26_7b58c39c_a918_4b81_b3f3_2fb62a][bookmark: _LINE__27_333d2ed8_7869_480d_9e79_8731c5][bookmark: _LINE__28_ae5720b0_7658_43b9_8177_3e466d][bookmark: _LINE__29_ebf7c0eb_b996_4aec_973c_8b01c5][bookmark: _LINE__30_540ba093_d23a_4214_8e8b_985d52][bookmark: _LINE__31_32cda3ab_ba64_442b_b957_9c2323][bookmark: _LINE__32_8ef328f7_9582_4801_ae66_9b5d1e][bookmark: _LINE__33_996e27ed_07dd_4902_a49c_876a60][bookmark: _LINE__34_8cbfba37_8fc7_4672_a036_d65eec][bookmark: _LINE__35_97140f01_7ce3_49d7_a484_d31e17][bookmark: _LINE__36_706f344a_113b_48e4_bf9a_12d29d]B.  Consistently placed individuals in registered apprenticeship programs that result in a total package value of no less than $35 per hour upon graduation from the registered apprenticeship program, based on Maine Apprenticeship Program evaluations as required pursuant to section 3204, subsection 2.  On January 15, 2026 and each January 15th thereafter, the minimum total package value amount under this paragraph must be increased by the increase, if any, in the cost of living. The increase in the cost of living is measured by the percentage increase, if any, as of August of the previous year over the level as of August of the year preceding that year in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers, CPI-W, for the Northeast Region, or its successor index, as published by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics or its successor agency, with the amount of the minimum total package value increase rounded to the nearest multiple of 5¢; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_9218c59f_542e_486b_93ae_ef973055][bookmark: _LINE__7_f7ad77fc_3f70_42cb_80a6_8ddf816][bookmark: _LINE__8_067ebfb4_bc59_44a4_a7e5_a04986d][bookmark: _LINE__9_3a233e5b_85d3_4d07_b611_8958399][bookmark: _LINE__10_96323da5_3149_421a_aa9b_0e63f6][bookmark: _LINE__11_37f0fd31_54a1_4f8c_8346_ee301b][bookmark: _LINE__12_8713e65b_e7d2_4c6e_9d84_b9fff5][bookmark: _LINE__13_ff5d1a0e_c1d6_4388_b540_93c17a][bookmark: _LINE__14_29aecf8d_6b8d_461a_a7c0_6e4bd6][bookmark: _LINE__15_7247220d_8dd2_4524_9229_23f365][bookmark: _LINE__16_7505a172_2f28_41a3_a36e_c5624e][bookmark: _LINE__17_a07682e7_2006_4db0_8d35_c66076][bookmark: _LINE__18_02e2452d_1cc0_4b83_9114_ff99c2]This bill provides that preapprenticeship training programs may use grants from the Maine Apprenticeship Program for membership fees and costs, tools and personal protective equipment; for assistance to address obstacles to and to identify and access services necessary for an individual's successful participation in a preapprenticeship program; and for facilitating an individual's readiness to commence on-the-job learning in a registered apprenticeship program.  At least 51% of total grant funding must support preapprenticeship training programs that have demonstrated successful engagement and enrollment of and completion by individuals from historically marginalized communities in registered apprenticeship programs; that have consistently placed individuals in registered apprenticeship programs that lead to jobs that pay a total package value of no less than $35 per hour, indexed for inflation; and that have demonstrated the provision of strong, comprehensive support services essential to ensure success.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_79505182_7b93_4a04_b0ae_bb9cc6d8][bookmark: _LINE__19_9601c9c2_8800_44a1_b6db_ea477e][bookmark: _LINE__20_aea5d5ef_39dc_4b20_8c55_5f0e8e][bookmark: _LINE__21_4ab7c73f_2873_4a26_a959_f3d6ba][bookmark: _LINE__22_ebab89d8_1499_4646_a454_4c231d][bookmark: _LINE__23_ae25a009_102a_4deb_9280_357925][bookmark: _LINE__24_50affd4b_d03b_4f6d_96da_31f983][bookmark: _LINE__25_e9c654f8_52a6_4d6e_859f_26832a][bookmark: _LINE__26_7b6abded_45fa_4b77_a1e5_9c9f69][bookmark: _LINE__27_c0f6b61f_b171_4c2f_8d25_78132d]The bill provides that certified preapprenticeship training programs that cannot prove that graduates are employed in the field of their preapprenticeship or are represented by a labor organization are ineligible for grants.  It provides that any funds provided to support preapprenticeship training programs must be administered and awarded to programs with strong direct entry links with registered apprenticeship programs through a competitive process administered by the Department of Labor through the Maine Apprenticeship Program.  These funds must be directed to preapprenticeship training programs that train individuals for priority sectors for high-wage, in-demand jobs and may be used for program development, support and staffing for grantees.
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