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An Act to Establish a Pilot Project Regarding Harm Reduction Health Centers
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__d42a4326_2910][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__7d07876a_931f_4aff_91][bookmark: _PAR__2_befbb2c7_2bd3_42c9_86eb_665a6ba6][bookmark: _LINE__2_7caf0171_5217_4082_9b68_3701c5e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f966376e_4d21_4065][bookmark: _LINE__3_2bbb14ae_8e0c_464f_8388_4770fc2][bookmark: _LINE__4_1807e30b_31ef_4e2f_ad09_1844cc2][bookmark: _LINE__5_6915bb40_163a_40e1_ada5_09d9ff4][bookmark: _LINE__6_d74d09de_cffc_4ccc_be75_0c7efac][bookmark: _LINE__7_24441018_c3bc_4529_acb4_6618d62][bookmark: _LINE__8_5f13d2b6_3361_413c_871b_b777590][bookmark: _LINE__9_89ab5efc_b3e8_4ca3_b57a_01329c5]Sec. 1.  Department of Health and Human Services to create a harm reduction health center pilot project.  The Department of Health and Human Services, referred to in this Act as "the department," shall create a 2‑year harm reduction health center pilot project, referred to in this Act as "the project." The purpose of the project is to create a community‑based resource center offering health screening, disease prevention and recovery assistance services where a person may safely use previously obtained controlled substances. For purposes of this section, "controlled substances" has the same meaning as in Title 22, section 2383‑B, subsection 3, paragraph A;
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_0ad6efe7_d96b_4d4b_a9ee_798ad050][bookmark: _LINE__13_7d555d6f_04ac_4cf6_8e98_c9630e][bookmark: _LINE__14_76190b06_515d_4112_b7e2_b6657c][bookmark: _LINE__15_f6278483_ef1b_450b_a584_09e546]B.  A harm reduction health center must provide necessary staffing by one or more health care professionals to provide referrals for counseling or other health services as appropriate to clients of the harm reduction health center; and 
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_d723eb05_9843_447b_b2f0_ea1a2a3f][bookmark: _LINE__21_0c298f80_ca08_42c8_b165_0de55b][bookmark: _LINE__22_0ddcd5f5_8b26_43be_9d90_ddcf36][bookmark: _LINE__23_6d84e71d_7c08_4739_b129_1bd493]B.  The exact location of the harm reduction health center, including the street address and the map and lot number or other applicable designation used by the municipal tax assessor; and
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b5ff5965_2542][bookmark: _PAR__11_e0d56018_99de_48c8_b4a2_818a02a][bookmark: _LINE__25_723ecca3_0e75_4967_8e50_c15999][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b85bf7e0_cc12_4e2d][bookmark: _LINE__26_cea535a5_d5a7_4809_8999_0b0a76][bookmark: _LINE__27_7278eda0_4504_486c_bc97_dd7398][bookmark: _LINE__28_2686c4da_899a_443f_ae09_e2248e][bookmark: _LINE__29_d01f275b_3477_4934_be11_d8e934][bookmark: _LINE__30_b86a944a_58a4_43a3_9d0e_d0caf3][bookmark: _LINE__31_b7f7c7cc_5a00_4398_8af7_005c7a][bookmark: _LINE__32_7c70398d_afbc_4c7f_93e4_04e259][bookmark: _LINE__33_eb0d6272_3fb1_4ccd_b60a_4e5e05][bookmark: _LINE__34_6d643068_f91f_4709_8446_011348][bookmark: _LINE__35_60bb4f7a_4006_43fc_8d8f_9559b3][bookmark: _LINE__36_fb0f63d7_4a2c_4d5e_81b6_0222f7][bookmark: _LINE__37_bb5ac21e_33f0_4bc5_9af8_0b147c]Sec. 4.  Immunity from liability.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the State or a municipality, or a state or municipal employee acting in the course of their employment, person, entity, property owner or manager, employee, client or other user of a harm reduction health center may not: be arrested, charged or prosecuted, including for attempting, aiding and abetting or conspiracy to commit an offense under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17‑A, sections 151 and 1107‑A and Title 22, section 2383 or any other relevant criminal or civil offense; have property seized or subject to forfeiture under Title 15, chapter 517; be subject to inspection under Title 22, section 454‑A or any other relevant provision or to disciplinary action or credentialing restrictions by a professional licensing board; be subject to civil or contractual liability except with regard to a contract entered into pursuant to this Act or medical or other employment action; or be denied any right or privilege for an action, conduct or an omission relating to the approval operation of a harm reduction health center pursuant to this Act.
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[bookmark: _PAGE__2_4c395afb_e4e1_4c6c_b069_c65aab9][bookmark: _PAR__1_36cc0507_29f5_49e6_875d_f076ecb2][bookmark: _LINE__1_10546b9a_d089_4cac_a91c_9186d3e][bookmark: _LINE__2_63f19325_d405_4701_8ffe_d70cd7d](1)  The Director of the Office of Behavioral Health within the Department of Health and Human Services, who is the chair of the board;
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_525032da_3faf_49a9_9912_18c7c481][bookmark: _LINE__6_99b1b582_5e38_4868_bae7_e1dbb5e][bookmark: _LINE__7_7ddc6c33_0ddf_47d6_889a_37ee893](4)  A licensed medical doctor who specializes in addiction, appointed by the President of the Senate;
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_42f0fa11_1fb0_49b2_a34b_ffbe8ace][bookmark: _LINE__10_168c2a9f_067b_4168_b426_4ec341][bookmark: _LINE__11_5d541219_36f4_4ee9_bb85_fe1f43][bookmark: _LINE__12_44fe07f1_794c_44a0_90d8_4aea44](6)  A representative of the Maine Naloxone Distribution Initiative administered by the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Behavioral Health, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_945c23c9_cbd2_47b0_88aa_9760d434][bookmark: _LINE__13_5f513b49_95aa_480e_b4bc_b91db2][bookmark: _LINE__14_fd6e7744_3ff9_4c4d_8881_b5bb60](7)  A person representing the harm reduction community, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_efd64b8d_ffad_4a13_9d75_0676b2ba][bookmark: _LINE__15_7b235876_5534_4f6f_85c9_48051a][bookmark: _LINE__16_dee56100_d36a_4a6a_aa1d_692a10](8)  A person with lived or living experience of substance use disorder, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_957982be_efa9_4eea_9134_80635d59][bookmark: _LINE__17_4d25740a_2e52_4d69_aa13_37f679][bookmark: _LINE__18_3153d0ee_c26c_4dd9_b3e5_89c003](9)  A person representing a peer‑run syringe exchange program, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_736495e4_5555_407a_991f_1aeae70][bookmark: _LINE__21_30366302_bcf9_40ec_a348_4622d8][bookmark: _LINE__22_2a53a1c5_041d_4dd7_bf89_e69920](11)  A representative of the Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, appointed by the Governor. 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_640ac2d6_f401_4c64_88d4_6c12144][bookmark: _LINE__23_657fb976_2c28_4dcb_a81e_d321c6][bookmark: _LINE__24_d92e8e22_b68f_4a92_bfed_a17c33][bookmark: _LINE__25_87f39390_200e_408a_a402_7aaea4][bookmark: _LINE__26_c9e5a152_8161_4f98_8008_f4a4c7][bookmark: _LINE__27_ff4608ab_baa1_43f6_bd4e_2bdfbb]B.  All appointments must be made no more than 30 days after the effective date of this Act. The chair shall call and convene the board upon consultation with the department. If after 30 days a majority of but not all appointments have been made to the board, the chair shall call and convene the board and begin conducting business upon approval of the department.
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[bookmark: _PAR__17_5a2e3b02_6f3c_46ed_a757_7b528ca][bookmark: _LINE__33_c5d7db3e_f394_45e5_b902_43f342][bookmark: _LINE__34_100e6ce4_edba_43b1_ba03_3bce01](4)  Federal, state and local laws, regulations, rules and ordinances affecting the creation and operation of a harm reduction health center;
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[bookmark: _PAR__20_9dfe5810_8b6e_4328_96e0_384d2d5][bookmark: _LINE__37_f2e27d1f_a7bc_4c9a_8fb9_1e9069][bookmark: _LINE__38_2146082c_e604_4fa2_9e29_e2a63a][bookmark: _LINE__39_22a83bc6_483c_4ab2_8d02_c94882](7)  Protection for property owners and harm reduction health center staff, volunteers and clients from criminal and civil liability resulting from the operation of a harm reduction health center.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b49b9271_9ae6][bookmark: _PAR__3_7f7d3016_52d3_4f5c_8cae_c2b4fbeb][bookmark: _LINE__7_a9dcc24a_17de_4884_8ef8_5f5b8e5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e01fc18e_6f96_43f3][bookmark: _LINE__8_0774d583_155c_4667_bde4_f79a7f6][bookmark: _LINE__9_b450a684_44ce_4471_9a4c_de06a27][bookmark: _LINE__10_26f4638f_2318_4f23_b4e6_3b4bf8][bookmark: _LINE__11_f9989049_9a58_4143_94e8_2135a2]Sec. 8.  Report.  By November 4, 2026, the department shall submit a report on the effectiveness of the project and containing any other relevant information, along with any recommended legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters. The committee may report out legislation based upon the report to the 132nd Legislature. 
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__7e0c594c_3bcc_4c44_b25d_8a2e37][bookmark: _PAR__4_9e9c6ebf_65ef_4fd8_98b0_0fa98215][bookmark: _LINE__12_076a80c2_bf2a_4715_8a03_fdc164]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d4544441_9705_4855_b2b9_cd772940][bookmark: _LINE__13_20e1abc6_5c39_47ef_a2a9_c7c75a][bookmark: _LINE__14_ff4be9bc_46f9_461d_8364_9abac6][bookmark: _LINE__15_bd03536a_f08b_4cd2_b6a1_0dc346][bookmark: _LINE__16_f319487e_b485_4d57_8a27_2a8302][bookmark: _LINE__17_c0872bfa_e6cc_4023_8e10_9c1bba][bookmark: _LINE__18_346e859b_b8d6_4c24_aaf1_aa140a][bookmark: _LINE__19_2e3443a6_9fb2_4a30_8ebb_8d2d15][bookmark: _LINE__20_2affdbb3_1550_4854_a024_3aaea0]This bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services to create a 2‑year pilot project establishing and operating a harm reduction health center to provide counseling and health service referrals and a place to use previously obtained controlled substances for clients of the center. The harm reduction health center must be approved by the municipality in which it is located, and the bill provides immunity to the State, the municipality or employees and clients of the center from criminal or civil liability. The bill creates an advisory board to provide guidance to the department and requires the department to report to the 132nd Legislature on the effectiveness of the project.
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