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An Act to Allow Municipalities That Have Financed Fiber-optic Broadband Infrastructure to Use Loans or Grants to Repay Associated Debt
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4edef1ae_65b7_4ed2_ba3d_4464][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__45d792fd_1adf_48fb_975][bookmark: _PAR__10_ef9ce2f0_f926_4980_b2f4_8cb8428][bookmark: _LINE__20_ea63e271_27e4_4222_9dc7_a71f4c][bookmark: _LINE__21_9207a465_1e1a_46e9_b350_4c8b01][bookmark: _LINE__22_4a4051f0_968a_4a89_91f7_d7eddc][bookmark: _LINE__23_8f4e9c71_4848_460c_8399_192d59][bookmark: _LINE__24_57d6cb26_46b5_4f48_a317_35f0a8]In administering a grant or award for the development or construction of broadband infrastructure owned by a municipal entity, the authority shall permit the use of such funds for the repayment of debt incurred by the municipal entity related to the development or construction of the broadband infrastructure unless such use is prohibited by the federal agency or other source providing the grant or award.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__c2dcc8eb_ccb7_4460_a75c_7130c3][bookmark: _PAR__11_33c1ecd1_b429_4340_9fd2_a5beddf][bookmark: _LINE__25_e8d1e1df_ec3b_46d9_8d80_6075e7]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__12_347f7101_54ac_4799_9d9e_0ce6c93][bookmark: _LINE__26_9b7a1d3a_6561_4b75_8cb0_23fa42][bookmark: _LINE__27_d2a0bf27_b732_4c7c_9faf_6d01f0][bookmark: _LINE__28_57976484_6fe7_4372_b3b3_e48a01][bookmark: _LINE__29_fcce86dd_0d0e_4c52_be4c_7ec1ff][bookmark: _LINE__30_e8cbbf95_40fa_439a_8534_e6d3a1][bookmark: _LINE__31_52fabdae_c7e1_40af_b26c_01c817][bookmark: _LINE__32_b16bff9d_a281_4d95_95b8_146f87][bookmark: _LINE__33_e5befe75_0c6e_45fa_ad85_cf7344][bookmark: _LINE__34_b9743d7e_97b5_4c33_ad7c_c3eb54][bookmark: _LINE__35_57314649_f21b_4cfc_8b1a_02c8d8][bookmark: _LINE__36_d1830a32_b2a6_4403_a4b3_a19c6b]This bill authorizes the Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund to provide funding to municipal entities applying for project grants to repay debt that was incurred by a municipal entity for the construction of a municipally owned gigabit fiber-optic broadband network project. It specifies that the Maine Connectivity Authority may make direct loans or grants to municipal entities for the repayment of debt incurred by a municipal entity for the construction of municipally owned broadband infrastructure. The bill also requires the authority, in administering a grant or award for the development or construction of municipally owned broadband infrastructure, to permit the use of grant or award funds for the repayment of debt incurred by a municipal entity related to the development or construction of the broadband infrastructure unless such use is prohibited by the source of the grant or award.
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