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An Act To Make Possession of Scheduled Drugs for Personal Use a Civil Penalty
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__01ffbde2_6ee4_4d3c_b84f_4fc7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__913f07bd_4298_4e8a_b53][bookmark: _PAR__5_d5097dd1_f0bf_48a9_8067_6e38cb03][bookmark: _LINE__7_a8a9b1bf_80e7_44da_a951_ffae52e][bookmark: _LINE__8_0f597dde_17bc_4b27_9fee_fa12418][bookmark: _LINE__9_47b5416f_f95d_4ef6_b4b6_6997f5f][bookmark: _LINE__10_7a7a9405_df69_4c95_b298_5b4a65][bookmark: _LINE__11_f3fbed78_e8b1_4b05_a754_e1dfb1][bookmark: _LINE__12_958f0418_0902_4f53_b6b7_8501e8]Unless otherwise specified, possession of a schedule W, X, Y or Z drug is a civil violation for which a fine of up to $100 may be adjudged.  If a person in violation of this section is unable to pay the fine, as an alternative sentence in place of the fine the court may refer the person to a licensed health care provider or drug treatment facility or program provider to conduct an evidence-based assessment for proposed treatment appropriate for a person with substance use disorder as defined in Title 5, section 20003, subsection 17-A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1c45a57c_000b_409e_983][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3d822146_2fad_4558_9b0e_30c5][bookmark: _PAR__8_4c38acc7_d5e3_42be_8fa7_f164fc87][bookmark: _LINE__17_fc7844ee_e3e8_4408_95a5_2a22f8][bookmark: _LINE__18_d9b7c05f_feca_4b2b_a4fe_2dc2ac][bookmark: _LINE__19_d50cb795_e057_46f8_9041_b6138c][bookmark: _LINE__20_9d814e88_25e9_480b_abda_8ab4d4][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2bf0056a_40f4_4dfb_88a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b360e579_cdce_4e7e_ad][bookmark: _LINE__21_528a7977_3fcb_4b69_8e90_1d9272][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__72dd8161_464a_4517_abb][bookmark: _LINE__22_4804cc3f_609a_4d63_b7f8_789c6b][bookmark: _LINE__23_d8cd8c9a_6c61_40bd_8c9a_104828]A person who in good faith seeks medical assistance for or administers naloxone hydrochloride to another person experiencing a drug-related overdose or who is experiencing a drug-related overdose and is in need of medical assistance may not be arrested or prosecuted for a violation of section 1107‑A, 1108, 1111 or 1111‑A or a violation of probation as authorized by chapter 49 if the grounds for arrest or prosecution are obtained as a result of the person's seeking medical assistance, administering naloxone hydrochloride or experiencing a drug-related overdose.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_c5e8522f_7317_4d9b_a2bd_3c7ebe55][bookmark: _LINE__2_939ec7ca_9a72_4a7b_ac89_c821e93][bookmark: _LINE__3_dc88bddd_f065_42d6_8578_46a0baf][bookmark: _LINE__4_2f099b8e_2415_48ab_b92c_2b4fe65][bookmark: _LINE__5_00674608_2708_4210_a635_e50b127]This bill changes the unlawful possession of scheduled drugs from a crime to a civil violation for which a fine of not more than $100 may be adjudged, or if the defendant is unable to pay the fine allows the court to refer the person to a provider for an evidence-based assessment for proposed treatment for substance use disorder.
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