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An Act to Prioritize Affordable Housing by Expediting Reviews for Affordable Housing Projects Applying for Funding from the Maine State Housing Authority
L.D. 
An Act to Prioritize Affordable Housing by Expediting Reviews for Affordable Housing Projects Applying for Funding from the Maine State Housing Authority
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a930853c_ffdc_4fc1_a2c6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__01b19d9d_f14e_41b5_acff_238d][bookmark: _PAR__8_58a8ae6f_7299_4d4a_be59_28934949][bookmark: _LINE__23_a797507f_407a_4697_9f3e_1f590d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4b153757_0370_4aa7_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__efadaf21_7dc8_4b63_b8d][bookmark: _LINE__24_fe7dd0f7_94b7_4a41_b92f_2b2c85][bookmark: _LINE__25_57ac98f1_06fa_4d29_b6c5_96a23b][bookmark: _LINE__26_1e996be0_5895_4e90_b069_3914e4][bookmark: _LINE__27_707878de_efba_4e38_bdd0_b938d0][bookmark: _LINE__28_90acca18_a06f_40ed_9f00_04b0f9][bookmark: _LINE__29_e09a1b3c_c1a4_49f5_9142_ceb69e][bookmark: _LINE__30_58eb0218_952d_4163_b324_4b1e1a][bookmark: _LINE__31_ab3c1864_f343_4747_b970_8cd718][bookmark: _LINE__32_0c1ce85b_329d_4ad8_943f_1b8f71][bookmark: _LINE__33_60d9371d_f397_46d1_937c_ead4d0][bookmark: _LINE__34_197304bc_8cff_4ecc_9565_6f2685][bookmark: _LINE__35_1840323b_d55d_4e9f_8860_e4d66b][bookmark: _LINE__36_3afd08f8_4b12_4878_89a3_9a5b7a]E.  For a permit application for a building designated as affordable housing for which the applicant is seeking funding or credits from the Maine State Housing Authority, the licensing authority shall notify the applicant within 30 days from the date when the application is filed whether the licensing authority has determined the application is complete.  If the application is determined to be incomplete, the licensing authority shall provide notice to the applicant as to the information that is required for the application to be complete and provide sufficient time for the applicant to provide that information.   If the licensing authority does not provide notice of a decision on the completeness of the application within 30 days, the application is considered complete.  The licensing authority shall approve or disapprove the permit no later than 120 days after the application is complete. If the municipality in which the building designated as affordable housing is located requests information during the 120-day period, the applicant must be afforded reasonable opportunity to provide that information to the licensing authority.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_852161ca_7d4a_4fc9_8fbd_5e1ff5fe][bookmark: _LINE__4_7ab99701_5b80_4665_a9e8_066b584][bookmark: _LINE__5_c40aa089_841c_4451_82e1_6685a3d][bookmark: _LINE__6_58cb6122_c20c_4832_8e6b_c582e5b][bookmark: _LINE__7_f149e235_4715_4071_af12_9a349ac][bookmark: _LINE__8_b42b63ae_d5b7_4670_9589_0b10afb][bookmark: _LINE__9_ae0252db_b5be_4bfc_b160_29f2b05][bookmark: _LINE__10_de5b6d09_b377_4219_a453_814068][bookmark: _LINE__11_806571af_6d5f_41ed_8a57_258e2a][bookmark: _LINE__12_27662fec_f9b1_4348_8e65_b5c4e6][bookmark: _LINE__13_065d4254_4c24_41d1_8851_9ec317]This bill provides time frames within which a municipal licensing authority and the Department of Environmental Protection must make decisions on permit applications for the construction of affordable housing for which funding or credits from the Maine State Housing Authority are being sought.  Under the bill, a municipal licensing authority must provide notice to an applicant as to the completeness of the application within 30 days after receipt.  If no notice is provided to the applicant, the application is considered complete.  Once the application is complete, the municipality must approve or disapprove the application within 120 days.  Further, the bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection to approve or disapprove site location of development permits for such affordable housing construction within 30 days after receipt of the permit application.
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