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An Act to Require the Automatic Repealing of Agency Rules
L.D. 
An Act to Require the Automatic Repealing of Agency Rules
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ac92b8e6_d75b_4939_8ad3_0e78][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__187cfa4f_04f3_4372_af7][bookmark: _PAR__6_07c50116_a226_485b_a681_fd35fc04][bookmark: _LINE__6_984fdcad_14a6_4d8b_8a5f_93d48b9][bookmark: _LINE__7_d43806c5_81ba_4656_af7f_ffb1a6c][bookmark: _LINE__8_af06f78c_5510_470d_9761_a65e9f3]Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the provisions of this section apply to any rule that is adopted or amended by any agency in accordance with the requirements of this chapter.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dfacde78_ec76_425c_92ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__81f90332_79ea_40e6_93e7_ab94][bookmark: _PAR__13_de88c37b_1bfd_44bc_a580_e9cc441][bookmark: _LINE__29_d76fc953_d0f0_4528_b6ca_d75417][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__62746f10_8e4f_42b3_ac2][bookmark: _LINE__30_3aeeb8c4_886f_40f4_9c64_21fc81][bookmark: _LINE__31_03d357e8_7823_4e58_b60c_b8aa8b][bookmark: _LINE__32_974a0c8f_8b9e_48dd_b3b8_8bf878][bookmark: _LINE__33_15ca0f9b_40ca_4d6a_9605_70a16c][bookmark: _LINE__34_b321d765_d76b_4533_a19a_816c13][bookmark: _LINE__35_b7bee7ef_ea57_4065_8170_0a1c2c][bookmark: _LINE__36_c4c1e958_0174_4bd5_b8d6_2226a8][bookmark: _LINE__37_5f72449b_1774_4cf2_9cb5_407b74][bookmark: _LINE__38_635bfe80_c3e6_4a49_9233_336e74]B.  A request determined by the Legislature to be properly submitted under this subsection must be reviewed by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over the subject matter of the rule during the legislative session to which the request is submitted or during the next legislative session if the request is submitted while the Legislature is not in session.  If the rule to be reviewed is a major substantive rule as defined in subchapter 2-A, the committee shall apply in its review the criteria set forth in section 8072, subsection 4.  Following its review, the committee shall submit to the Legislature any findings and recommendations regarding the request for renewal and may report out legislation necessary to renew the rule for an additional period of up to 5 years.  
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1fba1111_b00e_4115_be02][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__567ff00a_5db2_4d6b_b509_7d64][bookmark: _PAR__4_2b55ba53_fc98_4b66_a2bd_cb96f43c][bookmark: _LINE__20_5bec22a7_08cb_424d_8bf8_bd3077][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e80309a4_0359_4789_9bf][bookmark: _LINE__21_a2012194_8a20_489b_89ba_97e292][bookmark: _LINE__22_5ee3575c_e358_4925_a0aa_b69543][bookmark: _LINE__23_c06249c6_c22d_430c_bdf3_8a4ade][bookmark: _LINE__24_7372355b_bc7f_4047_95f3_78bc2e][bookmark: _LINE__25_32c76a5c_7de6_4c48_8fe1_3ce721][bookmark: _LINE__26_4a0f2dc8_d82f_4339_b240_dc9f57][bookmark: _LINE__27_ea4b5e98_fc70_49f8_86c7_f78052][bookmark: _LINE__28_997950d7_5bf1_4736_9fda_6fed63][bookmark: _LINE__29_60ca8238_23be_407d_81e3_394029]B.  A request determined by the Legislature to be properly submitted under this subsection must be reviewed by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over the subject matter of the rule for which automatic renewal is requested during the legislative session to which the request is submitted or during the next legislative session if the request is submitted while the Legislature is not in session.  Following its review, the committee shall submit to the Legislature any findings and recommendations regarding the request for automatic renewal and may report out legislation necessary to approve automatic renewal of the rule for an additional period of up to 5 years contingent upon the agency not seeking renewal of the 2 additional rules it identified in the request pursuant to paragraph A.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cffc0f1d_a040_4a1b_8d75][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ae656b64_30d4_4b28_b101_2bd][bookmark: _PAR__5_c14efd13_87c8_4eed_8df6_46e317aa][bookmark: _LINE__30_14f059dc_8971_40c0_94cf_e99fad][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__669c201f_8fa6_4c47_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bb56ccd1_5a48_45be_a38][bookmark: _LINE__31_7640acbc_f8f8_4214_9959_6d24dc][bookmark: _LINE__32_b89350cc_8139_40ee_9f2b_c1b7d6][bookmark: _LINE__33_736d7708_89df_46fa_92f4_ad30e7][bookmark: _LINE__34_8ac6654d_4e36_44a8_a63b_72016e][bookmark: _LINE__35_048211f0_4311_462f_993c_64e0ce][bookmark: _LINE__36_b8b376a3_a56c_4f8b_bc1b_d0638e][bookmark: _LINE__37_0eab9700_8008_43dc_baa7_7c93d6][bookmark: _LINE__38_131efa38_a373_4458_8c80_4f2904][bookmark: _LINE__39_3bdb0bb4_b409_4392_9562_531741][bookmark: _LINE__40_0eb9b730_8e26_4ee4_82f0_d293a1][bookmark: _LINE__41_48ea9317_8279_4c77_acc8_62d91a]6.  Additional requirements for rules adopted after January 1, 2026.  In addition to the other requirements of this section, an agency rule that, in accordance with the requirements of this chapter, is finally adopted after January 1, 2026 must, at the time the agency finally adopts the rule, include a statement identifying 2 existing rules adopted by or under the jurisdiction of the agency that the agency will not seek renewal of prior to the automatic repeal of those rules pursuant to this section.  If the agency is finally adopting a rule that is a major substantive rule as defined in subchapter 2-A, the 2 additional rules for which the agency will not seek renewal of prior to automatic repeal must also be major substantive rules.  For any rule that an agency identifies pursuant to this subsection as a rule that the agency will not seek renewal of prior to its automatic repeal, the Legislature may not consider renewal of that rule pursuant to subsection 3 or 4 prior to its automatic repeal under this section.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_6aeea659_c864_45cc_bbd8_a6282bf4][bookmark: _LINE__43_c75b2112_a876_4ed8_9b41_2da3c3][bookmark: _LINE__44_b1de2335_0490_4a47_a8da_242a9b][bookmark: _LINE__45_010cf56f_0453_484f_bf47_d52bed][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__7a88498e_4ce4_4b83_add4_1e7][bookmark: _PAGE__3_fc4c9102_906c_48fb_b7e0_0f44d7c][bookmark: _PAR__1_5c951aa9_e272_4df3_8471_02e55854][bookmark: _LINE__1_bdb117c9_b648_4c18_a9f5_50c9174][bookmark: _LINE__2_c695fb19_ee71_419a_b808_b843fa5][bookmark: _LINE__3_fc2ab818_82ba_4e74_a74e_af66c40][bookmark: _LINE__4_91b5dc11_2e77_47b8_a62b_5e76f21][bookmark: _LINE__5_a920fdd2_a9f5_4114_9f34_b4920fa][bookmark: _LINE__6_7faf6ab2_38d2_40e6_9b90_0a990f1][bookmark: _LINE__7_da481cf9_31af_4600_8b4d_0e1498b]This bill amends the Maine Administrative Procedure Act to provide that any agency rule that is finally adopted or an amendment to which is finally adopted in accordance with the requirements of that Act after January 1, 2026 is automatically repealed 5 years from the date of final adoption and any rule finally adopted on or before January 1, 2026 is automatically repealed on January 1, 2030.  The bill includes a process by which the Legislature may review and approve a renewal of an adopted rule prior to its automatic repeal for an additional period of up to 5 years.  The bill also provides that an agency rule finally adopted after January 1, 2026 must include a statement identifying 2 existing rules adopted by or under the jurisdiction of the agency that the agency will not seek renewal of prior to the automatic repeal of those rules.
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