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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__76326403_cdb3_46f9_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__4a92093e_6f18_4cf9_892a_9dcfb][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__4534831a_3141_49a6_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_4b3eb573_e119_4442_83a6_4c1ff59][bookmark: _PAR__1_b9c17f83_4432_4701_a18a_72a5401b][bookmark: _LINE__1_e8115847_0216_4d47_a1c3_4af9cad][bookmark: _LINE__2_cf1759bf_a623_4ab6_a464_b6791ac]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_ab3f4f28_09be_4118_9a76_2b317cf2][bookmark: _LINE__3_a88ca6d8_1851_4f44_96aa_d1f05d8][bookmark: _LINE__4_25134aaa_084b_43f8_8708_e2782aa][bookmark: _LINE__5_641f68a3_feec_47bb_8089_bbedb35]Whereas, the Legislature finds that it is desirable to foster an equitable food and agriculture economy that protects and improves the health, nutrition and quality of life of all Maine residents; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a928feaf_6701_4517_99cf_4a109e1e][bookmark: _LINE__6_5aea8ef8_b92e_408e_9306_0c6c9c0][bookmark: _LINE__7_afa66bd7_aade_4802_a27d_310de8c][bookmark: _LINE__8_db568542_8f54_4648_b5b7_ea57208]Whereas, the federal Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018, also known as the 2018 Farm Bill, is an omnibus multiyear law that governs an array of food and agricultural programs and provides much-needed funding to states; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4c1a5be1_d3ff_408e_9f27_cb041008][bookmark: _LINE__9_cf480921_3c7d_4092_9079_d5218f4][bookmark: _LINE__10_0e4c0aae_9ffd_4060_a575_b06706][bookmark: _LINE__11_6dca67b4_ab4a_440c_b61e_a4575d]Whereas, the federal American Relief Act, 2025 provided an extension of the 2018 Farm Bill, which gives the United States Congress until September 30, 2025 to pass a new farm bill; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_4420a253_797f_4330_b6c2_7137bcad][bookmark: _LINE__12_f8604658_0e45_432e_a351_4f9fac][bookmark: _LINE__13_d975d5df_5972_472c_bbab_c56b0e]Whereas, this legislation must take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period so this legislation is in effect before a new farm bill is enacted; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_08d647d2_3022_457e_a13b_68b7a0b3][bookmark: _LINE__14_fe8f627e_a4bf_42e1_a958_2486f2][bookmark: _LINE__15_2d64a0a6_4a33_4482_929a_8b02dc][bookmark: _LINE__16_86c6aebc_a27f_4b22_87c2_6a91dc][bookmark: _LINE__17_21f4395a_8aeb_4e60_913a_f93e28]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__5f7fae17_f24e_404e_849][bookmark: _PAR__7_70bb9c69_b924_471f_86fb_a905dcf4][bookmark: _LINE__18_175b826e_f028_42ec_8219_c67e38]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c21f7680_ae13_4e5b_b881][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__036b7082_74c1_45e9_a764_ad2][bookmark: _PAR__9_fab7baae_5198_4258_9f7e_ed8edf7b][bookmark: _LINE__20_5854c380_20ef_4572_974c_72f22e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6e3895e_6841_4e39_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5cbf538b_8424_4f78_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a5f36b03_2fc8_4466_a89][bookmark: _LINE__21_c0d48c58_ee90_495e_8a3d_0bd08f][bookmark: _LINE__22_f0c9e61a_ea79_468c_b825_cf41e7]7.  Federal grants designated for livestock farmers.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, ensure that any federal grant for which livestock farmers may be eligible gives priority to small and midsize farms as defined by the commissioner by rule.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c1935d1b_c73c_410f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a2d9f9a7_8e64_4cdb_8151_c][bookmark: _PAR__10_78762926_8346_4390_be0d_c20705e][bookmark: _LINE__23_cb6580cf_14be_44c7_8b6a_10afb0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e8f5abcd_fde7_4bdc]Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §2, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__92f0d7ec_e99f_4c3f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2cb3572f_0e21_4efe_b734_6][bookmark: _PAR__12_81ebd786_0099_4875_8885_c3ef559][bookmark: _LINE__28_a9f29524_81fa_45bd_8695_871cc8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8481fc87_3650_447c]Sec. 3.  7 MRSA §2, sub-§9 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__10d562b3_74af_4347_9791][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cb54d0c2_f060_4db6_800c_ef00][bookmark: _PAR__15_4ca078fc_7f7b_4e38_8dd3_ae86c8e][bookmark: _LINE__32_18c82217_d274_4928_a501_35e87c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b73bc728_a7cb_41a5_928][bookmark: _LINE__33_f8276f08_5aef_4a54_9982_bbbff9]B.  Increase processing capability for agricultural products as defined in section 152, subsection 2 for personal use and local community demand.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__65e429d7_d874][bookmark: _PAR__16_cd65a2f4_c9ff_4a14_808c_41689ad][bookmark: _LINE__34_5ceac56e_0691_4d1c_83db_512c51][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1cfd73c8_2bf2_46b1][bookmark: _LINE__35_ee918d6c_eefd_4d2e_8516_5a38f6][bookmark: _LINE__36_57b96c6f_7e47_42d6_86a6_de740e][bookmark: _LINE__37_fa83ff2a_d408_4ea4_8ad5_aa87ba][bookmark: _LINE__38_c40f0f48_fc13_4eb4_9ab4_a0bdc8][bookmark: _LINE__39_6bab2164_bb89_4f6d_bee0_dc3903]Sec. 4.  Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to adopt rules.  By June 30, 2025, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall adopt rules to define "small and midsize farms" and "small and midsize livestock and nonlivestock farms and processors"; create a process for evaluating state grants under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 2, subsection 8; and develop, establish and prioritize shared-use kitchen programming pursuant to Title 7, section 2, subsection 9.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__12afb16c_7033][bookmark: _PAGE__2_fdc08936_7872_470a_a10c_9f90ba6][bookmark: _PAR__1_0af794c1_b477_4f2b_9323_504d7813][bookmark: _LINE__1_1eca1f3f_f52b_4044_8bed_cee2479][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cbef6e54_737e_45c2][bookmark: _LINE__2_dfd940a3_c106_4f58_b4d7_4eb8bc6][bookmark: _LINE__3_58a32e2e_6d03_4fc1_ba2a_04e195b][bookmark: _LINE__4_8beeb291_a851_4b7b_bd1e_c7b80b8][bookmark: _LINE__5_58d8f758_fbc5_4862_a856_da19326]Sec. 5.  Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry; report.  By August 15, 2025, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry on the rule-making process under section 4 and how the department and the rules will assist and prioritize small and midsize farms.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__deb06311_b959_43ff_9f][bookmark: _PAR__2_23243861_a65e_4e2e_a72c_446fdd72][bookmark: _LINE__6_05cc66d7_d7f6_4570_8772_0ecf065][bookmark: _LINE__7_48ac7631_e152_435a_8a8c_16b9c3d]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_015d1239_c8ff_462b_a316_9836255b][bookmark: _LINE__9_1d75ce91_cf6c_42af_9717_ca35686][bookmark: _LINE__10_2cdc3a62_ea03_4104_926b_92cc4e]This bill adds the following to the duties of the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_cfa82a9c_4299_4d19_afe7_bf704a91][bookmark: _LINE__11_9c3b67b6_973a_4287_ba73_b8db43][bookmark: _LINE__12_8ebfebed_5844_4cd0_a8ea_558ec6]1.  Ensure that federal grants designated for livestock farmers give priority to small and midsize farms;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_88b5acd0_d7c4_4b0e_a7b8_80dd8031][bookmark: _LINE__13_af4f89d3_0c48_4dda_a663_51cdac][bookmark: _LINE__14_20601064_af49_47ae_a94f_dda4f3]2.  Issue clear state grant application requirements and, in collaboration with stakeholders, create a process for evaluating state grants; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_48d351b6_3b76_4a8a_958b_730d5486][bookmark: _LINE__15_c843abdb_2ab7_4522_9fde_ae4ea8][bookmark: _LINE__16_00802ecb_140b_4d69_b46c_58146f][bookmark: _LINE__17_a19f5c3b_f2c9_4836_9ad9_580e9b]3. Develop, establish and prioritize shared-use kitchen programming to enable midsize farms to build shared-use kitchen infrastructure and increase processing capability for agricultural products for personal use and local community demand.
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