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An Act to Protect Maine Patients Regarding Hospital Price Transparency
L.D. 
An Act to Protect Maine Patients Regarding Hospital Price Transparency
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__974cf448_387d_4b1c_87eb_9cee][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__27449b72_3da8_4317_a48][bookmark: _PAR__6_a7f48c39_fb9e_4a00_aa06_2b9db051][bookmark: _LINE__6_89491ad5_5ec2_45c7_84a2_5148009][bookmark: _LINE__7_fcd1944b_4cd4_4392_a1be_4abad8b]A hospital must comply with the price transparency requirements established in 45 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 180, Subparts A and B, as in effect on January 1, 2023. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__71237ae4_e2dd_43f4_b643_d923][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__46788318_0b55_4ee7_947][bookmark: _PAR__7_9a69e0fd_81d8_48bb_a0c5_c721ac8d][bookmark: _LINE__8_025f977d_d850_4c82_a31d_f0e2f2e][bookmark: _LINE__9_de098c97_0e1d_4313_b392_6bb644e][bookmark: _LINE__10_10f8ad87_85d4_4e88_b79c_fb0b9f]Upon application of the Attorney General, the department or any affected patient, the Superior Court or District Court has full jurisdiction to enforce the performance by hospitals of all duties imposed upon them by this section.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9678c0c3_d6a9_493f_b4d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__aede0a70_36e5_4d80_a142_9b0][bookmark: _PAR__9_41913f7d_9296_4907_9c6e_183539aa][bookmark: _LINE__12_a6eee171_87a0_4994_a73b_65c0fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__34c3e021_1730_44a3_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b845bf2c_d052_4c45_908][bookmark: _LINE__13_fa4a865a_4f5d_46ae_b599_a5867d]1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bbaac4bb_a770_4b64_82e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__61d215c7_6bd3_4aba_b302_eaf1][bookmark: _PAR__15_48f03b9d_4f11_4612_8be5_2f0607f][bookmark: _LINE__25_6bf649d5_4ca6_4563_9e16_d61216][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cd71a939_1619_49a0_a04][bookmark: _LINE__26_8e7c4bbf_bd49_4b89_8337_8c4e9e][bookmark: _LINE__27_ab32dad0_a62a_41a7_aaec_9745ab][bookmark: _LINE__28_4bb07834_8e2c_4d33_acb8_a34bdb][bookmark: _LINE__29_38eacf3e_b7d2_4ff6_a09f_ea06e4][bookmark: _LINE__30_bcbfcf37_5051_47c1_a302_ec68c4][bookmark: _LINE__31_28d146ce_6f23_4d2d_8418_b59744]C.  "Consumer reporting agency" means any person that, for monetary fees, dues, or on a cooperative nonprofit basis, regularly engages, in whole or in part, in the practice of assembling or evaluating consumer credit information or other information on consumers for the purpose of furnishing consumer reports to 3rd parties. "Consumer reporting agency" includes any person defined in 15 United States Code, Section 1681a(f). "Consumer reporting agency" does not include any business entity that exclusively provides check verification or check guarantee services.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_63222d24_a185_4e2e_bf0c_d0610b72][bookmark: _LINE__23_0290c6fe_add7_4149_9b66_6962d1][bookmark: _LINE__24_0374bb62_fc90_4c63_bc43_5fc9e1][bookmark: _LINE__25_5a7a260b_2f33_4ce2_8534_27af65][bookmark: _LINE__26_3f99e258_f5a6_423c_bd54_b7986b][bookmark: _LINE__27_ba6f2949_dd8b_4f33_9b2d_ce6775][bookmark: _LINE__28_0fb2820d_8ec5_4fca_9485_4e6fdc][bookmark: _LINE__29_af3e6099_e23f_40c3_92be_23dafb][bookmark: _LINE__30_d2e79da9_8b67_4351_bcdb_463981][bookmark: _LINE__31_aaca7d28_8861_47cd_a83b_987519]This bill requires that hospitals comply with the price transparency requirements established at 45 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 180, as in effect on January 1, 2023. It provides that upon application of the Attorney General, the Department of Health and Human Services or any affected patient, the Superior Court or District Court has full jurisdiction to enforce the price transparency laws. It prohibits a hospital from billing a patient, a patient guarantor or a 3rd-party payor for items or services provided to the patient, and requires that a hospital refund any payment made for items or services provided, on a date the hospital was in violation of the price transparency laws, as determined by a court, and provides for monetary penalties.
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