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An Act to Require Chaplains in School Administrative Units
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7510da64_97e8_4095_9240][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__39a931b5_2018_4a31_a860_8f1][bookmark: _PAR__4_e2087889_7129_49f4_ad4f_2d6ed7b4][bookmark: _LINE__4_3186798e_8473_4d84_bed8_ee74e3b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__df970b19_664b_4872_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__02b3b314_ca5e_4048_9ae][bookmark: _LINE__5_40216bd1_10a5_4eb9_8bef_8c5a76a][bookmark: _LINE__6_6e1d7f91_0d61_4337_b08e_aa096d0][bookmark: _LINE__7_6c920541_c0f5_4275_a3d7_04e946b]1. School chaplains.  A school administrative unit shall employ or accept as a volunteer one or more chaplains to provide support, services and programs as assigned by the school board of that school administrative unit for students, staff and parents of students of the school administrative unit.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_941ede8a_3c04_416a_8efb_076c156][bookmark: _LINE__22_aaabaa10_6398_420a_a12c_0cc1a9][bookmark: _LINE__23_b3f37b82_8fef_4310_9418_c8d45f][bookmark: _LINE__24_e2a43481_b247_4008_a3d8_6ea772][bookmark: _LINE__25_8efa09a6_fbea_4758_a2ba_677f94][bookmark: _LINE__26_5f785b2d_c011_4583_94ac_f4c9af][bookmark: _LINE__27_5509f066_59d6_40bd_8326_04968a][bookmark: _LINE__28_f7be81ab_6143_43c8_97dc_5f35b7][bookmark: _LINE__29_6c991ba7_e857_47f0_9535_6c0a1f][bookmark: _LINE__30_25f00d0d_86a4_474b_88df_f2992e]This bill requires school administrative units to employ or accept as volunteers at least one chaplain to provide support, services or programs to students, staff or parents of students of the school administrative unit. A school chaplain must be certified, licensed or ordained by a faith organization recognized by the United States Department of Defense but is not required to be certified by the Department of Education. A school chaplain must undergo fingerprinting and a criminal background check and may not be listed on a sex offender registry in this State or another jurisdiction.  A school chaplain is immune from civil liability for acts and statements made as a school chaplain except for malicious, willful and deliberate acts or statements intended to cause harm or intimidate.
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