132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Expand Use of Electronic Proceedings in the Judicial Branch
L.D. 
An Act to Expand Use of Electronic Proceedings in the Judicial Branch
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4b24b357_fdcb_4042_b7c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f6fed042_4a88_4542_81bd_b5ff][bookmark: _PAR__15_33b274c7_c757_46be_9436_b257290][bookmark: _LINE__25_766cb2ec_7cb1_4a87_9a5b_eb8f1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e50f5fee_a995_4df6_828][bookmark: _LINE__26_3964ac53_51e6_462c_82cd_842806]D. Any other hearing or judicial proceeding in which in-person attendance is not required to provide due process in a fair and just manner. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6f717a7f_f7a1_4eb8_bd46][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1bcefae1_8bbd_4a55_ac69_ea16][bookmark: _PAR__6_f3470851_2c12_4d04_b2f6_cd167783][bookmark: _LINE__20_1eec10b1_3070_468f_a542_d47b96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__310afec3_19d4_49b5_841][bookmark: _LINE__21_237ca021_9b4e_4a9b_a534_f5f655][bookmark: _LINE__22_b34e545b_34f0_4eab_84f5_7077f4]B. An estimate of the cost savings achieved by the judicial branch and the cost savings for attorneys, parties and witnesses as a result of conducting hearings and other judicial proceedings by electronic means in the preceding calendar year; 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__75a490f0_edf0_4bed_8d43_ab07][bookmark: _PAR__11_8e20559b_0ecb_486b_ba5f_e899add][bookmark: _LINE__35_2df7f099_4167_491f_8b16_9a00b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cb2014e6_4a92_4180_b4f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3fa011d7_5cb0_44e7_81]§2004.  Construction
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__853e675c_c6f4_4304_b9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8a055c67_ac3c_4bad_b329_1936][bookmark: _PAR__12_b962da75_6c93_4dbf_bca3_019348a][bookmark: _LINE__36_deb69245_18bf_45eb_a8e4_21eb3b][bookmark: _LINE__37_d94582c0_691f_456b_8278_3a3930]The provisions of this chapter must be liberally construed to accomplish the purposes of this chapter.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9b4f8bfc_429f][bookmark: _PAR__13_1f23db4e_45b6_4f3b_9fef_0ea7444][bookmark: _LINE__38_7c412cf0_688e_48aa_9419_5a71b7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__db834760_37c4_4c61][bookmark: _LINE__39_a268356a_9025_4979_8eea_f0f466][bookmark: _LINE__40_540457a6_dd1c_4b2b_8bc5_14e154][bookmark: _LINE__41_39fa0d74_82a0_4b3a_b476_045ec5][bookmark: _LINE__42_2ddcecc8_2d1a_415b_a3c0_4c883e][bookmark: _LINE__43_c837a191_301d_4f6d_9478_ad9bf6]Sec. 2.  Report regarding laws no longer in effect.  The Supreme Judicial Court, by December 3, 2025, shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary detailing those provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes that are rendered of no effect due to the actions taken by the Supreme Judicial Court pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4, chapter 41. The joint standing committee may report out a bill based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_98770f61_845f_4e2d_9f50_80e1f3a5][bookmark: _LINE__2_28d4eeb0_479b_4051_88b5_b0056ae][bookmark: _LINE__3_f8154b86_9b38_4d88_b872_7038e8d][bookmark: _LINE__4_935fe9e9_55bc_4a80_8496_8161433][bookmark: _LINE__5_40e201c9_f9f9_40f3_9760_18c6fd1][bookmark: _LINE__6_797150bc_94a3_4f9c_b79f_84d5c08][bookmark: _LINE__7_d4519e63_38ed_4291_a0dd_834afd0][bookmark: _LINE__8_d27194b1_2b73_4dbe_a813_8b9a34a][bookmark: _LINE__9_cd3ffaf9_ffea_4447_8f4d_4f85228][bookmark: _LINE__10_d274fda6_494f_4b99_985c_40e2c1]This bill requires that certain categories of hearings and other judicial proceedings in the District Court, Superior Court and Supreme Judicial Court be conducted by electronic means absent a finding that conducting the proceeding by electronic means is inappropriate because it would result in a deprivation of due process, fairness or justice.  This requirement does not apply to criminal trials or to civil jury trials requiring the presentation of evidence absent the approval of the court and consent of each party to the proceeding.  The bill also requires the court to provide reasonable accommodations to individuals with limited access to the technology required to participate by electronic means as well as individuals with disabilities that limit the individuals' ability to fully participate by electronic means.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_032f0276_923f_4597_a143_79117db1][bookmark: _LINE__11_4c327e9b_cf98_40cb_a152_720882][bookmark: _LINE__12_e9d8caf0_a23f_4b9c_9827_7f7502][bookmark: _LINE__13_2a5aed75_8558_4092_8927_dc6650][bookmark: _LINE__14_3e06d037_ea79_4669_87e5_5a15cf][bookmark: _LINE__15_46befec4_836a_4bf0_8005_6d70f2][bookmark: _LINE__16_74db1b48_26cd_4a3d_9504_2d8e85][bookmark: _LINE__17_00d0f637_f79b_4743_b727_66560a]The bill recognizes the authority of the Supreme Judicial Court to adopt rules and issue orders to implement the provisions of this legislation.  It further directs the Supreme Judicial Court to submit an annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters regarding the conduct of hearings and other judicial proceedings by electronic means in state courts.  The bill also requires the Supreme Judicial Court to submit a report by December 3, 2025 to the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary detailing the provisions rendered of no effect due to the bill's provisions.
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