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L.D. 
An Act to Replace the Minimum Hourly Wage with a Regionally Based Living Wage
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__02e480e6_3508_4d0c_b925][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ab13b35e_8a90_4413_a5da_037][bookmark: _PAR__9_f1ebf3a4_c8dd_4042_8fa9_5524c370][bookmark: _LINE__13_51134957_f602_46ac_902f_2b1a05][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__461cd8db_c616_46f2_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c017b56d_c84d_4037_93c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0d586970_cc56_46d3_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bb4b953b_2e10_4f0f_99][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eb5be511_cfb4_4c3c_9d][bookmark: _LINE__14_b62e0911_2c00_4703_b811_267794][bookmark: _LINE__15_676500fa_94fd_4b7e_adee_778548][bookmark: _LINE__16_6e4bf513_d8b1_4651_ac3c_2b3842][bookmark: _LINE__17_92ac710d_770a_42b5_bdfe_cffcb7][bookmark: _LINE__18_bcc3f895_e406_4de3_97a7_f15d68][bookmark: _LINE__19_03c4c00a_7623_4f8a_8c45_621055][bookmark: _LINE__20_2ea82c44_673c_4ea1_bb13_9e02c2][bookmark: _LINE__21_c29786cd_54e4_4a39_86fa_65c960][bookmark: _LINE__22_7b677c6f_8ccb_4fce_b91c_1e4091][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9cd6df33_bff5_412d_a2][bookmark: _LINE__23_093988a0_a2e4_4733_8af0_87dba1][bookmark: _LINE__24_2d6bfa74_2618_43af_90aa_c1f87d][bookmark: _LINE__25_da685188_bf27_4702_8c82_962e5a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b12a11a1_71c5_4e04_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__18102645_779a_4660_9c][bookmark: _LINE__26_973204be_a080_4694_9ed3_72248e][bookmark: _LINE__27_b01165bd_bde7_4e98_a790_bcc1d5][bookmark: _LINE__28_4ae4bc50_6c95_4919_82eb_99610e][bookmark: _LINE__29_7e97b595_5318_4d34_b975_5f72e8][bookmark: _LINE__30_8920e16a_6d4f_4a15_a66d_8999a9][bookmark: _LINE__31_2031e6f6_3580_4085_a326_268a16][bookmark: _LINE__32_1075debd_174c_467d_9c28_9e1bcf][bookmark: _LINE__33_c847f17d_6cff_4e44_8eba_91d2f2][bookmark: _LINE__34_f50e7371_635d_43fe_959a_2f78a2][bookmark: _LINE__35_f755e9a9_876b_4c02_b79c_b981a2][bookmark: _LINE__36_8b021670_1e0d_4f1a_a9ac_ea4769]1.  Minimum wage.  The minimum hourly wage is $7.50 $14.65 per hour in the coastal region, northern region and Portland metropolitan region until December 31, 2025.  Beginning January 1, 2026, the minimum hourly wage in the coastal region is the living wage determined by the institute for the State as a whole, for one adult with no children, as of January 1, 2025. Beginning January 1, 2026, the minimum hourly wage in the northern region is the living wage determined by the institute for the Bangor metropolitan area, for one adult with no children, as of January 1, 2025. Beginning January 1, 2026, the minimum hourly wage in the Portland metropolitan region is the living wage determined by the institute for the Portland-South Portland metropolitan area, for one adult with no children, as of January 1, 2025.  Starting January 1, 2017, the minimum hourly wage is $9.00 per hour; starting January 1, 2018, the minimum hourly wage is $10.00 per hour; starting January 1, 2019, the minimum hourly wage is $11.00 per hour; and starting January 1, 2020, the minimum hourly wage is $12.00 per hour.  On January 1, 2021 2027 and each January 1st thereafter, the minimum hourly wage then in effect must be increased by the increase, if any, in the cost of living. The increase in the cost of living must be measured by the percentage increase, if any, as of August of the previous year over the level as of August of the year preceding that year in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers, CPI-W, for the Northeast Region, or its successor index, as published by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics or its successor agency, with the amount of the minimum wage increase rounded to the nearest multiple of 5¢.   If the highest federal minimum wage is increased in excess of the minimum wage in effect under this section, the minimum wage under this section is increased to the same amount, effective on the same date as the increase in the federal minimum wage, and must be increased in accordance with this section thereafter.
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