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An Act to Prohibit Housing Discrimination
L.D. 
An Act to Prohibit Housing Discrimination
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_88c654db_7638_4a82_a831_c4edff20][bookmark: _LINE__10_b4c5e11d_2a08_4203_9d42_a68a29][bookmark: _LINE__11_906d45b0_4c29_4734_8e3d_745dc6][bookmark: _LINE__12_205a1cb8_e738_460d_bfbb_2d79e1][bookmark: _LINE__13_a5b01e1e_1d0b_4544_a2a7_833d2d][bookmark: _LINE__14_6b29128b_a584_42fe_a52f_6ae82e][bookmark: _LINE__15_289e3edf_6a27_4b2f_9953_984653][bookmark: _LINE__16_2a6f7158_60ee_4d8c_b087_84c27c][bookmark: _LINE__17_f693f319_1274_4f35_99db_709d5f][bookmark: _LINE__18_d48baa39_63e2_45f7_b2fe_ade613]This bill makes it a form of housing discrimination under the Maine Human Rights Act to refuse to rent or negotiate for the rental of a housing accommodation because of a person's source of money or other income. The bill also establishes, as a form of housing discrimination, assessing a person's ability to pay the entire rental amount when a portion of the rent is subsidized through federal, state or local housing assistance.  In addition to any civil remedies available under the fair housing laws, a person aggrieved by a violation of these provisions is entitled to private remedies as an unfair trade practice as well as a monetary penalty of $1,000 or actual damages, whichever is greater. These provisions take effect January 1, 2026.
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